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      Sunday, February 10th 2019. 

  5th Sunday - Ordinary Time (C)  

Cohabitation a Disaster for Marriage 

St Paul’s exhortation: “The body is not meant for fornication – it is for the Lord” - must be 

taken seriously. The present high breakdown rates in marriage, with the human carnage 

that flows from it, shows that we need to seriously return to Church teaching concerning 

the reverence of sexual intimacy and the permanency of marriage. Even though 

Cohabitation has become the norm it is a disaster for stable marriages. Social data shows 

cohabitating relationships last on average about 2.5 years – and even for those who do 

eventually exchange vows; the breakdown rate is double that of those who do not cohabit 

before exchanging vows. Sex by its very nature is designed to bond a couple - mind, soul 

and body - but when a relationship gets physical before its time, important issues like 

character, life philosophy and compatibility falls by the wayside.  

A cohabiting relationship is based not on commitment but on the principle that one can 

walk away at any time – and this attitude is not easily dislodged even if wedding vows are 

exchanged later.  

Couples who cohabit certainly desire love and they undoubtedly try their best to love one 

another, but the problem is their best will not be good enough because they are relying 

on tainted and corrupted information… Every human heart desires to find a love that will 

last a lifetime… but it will have a far diminished chance of finding that love if it takes the 

easy option and simply follow the prevailing trend. Love is too precious to be cheapened 

and destroyed through the evil that is called cohabitation. Remember ‘the body is not 

meant for fornication’.” Adapted from an article by Bernard Toutounji – The Norm of Cohabitation. (2012) 

The Offertory collection last weekend 
amounted to €995.00 

 
This collection is for the ordinary day-to-day 

running of the Church at Gurranabraher. 
 
 

Collection this weekend for  
Lourdes Invalid fund 

 
 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c at  
AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 
 

 
SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

 
February 10, 2018 

 
A priest can be contacted if required this 

Sunday by phoning: 
 

Clogheen 087 150 4486 

 

 

 “If my people  
who are called by my name  

Will humble themselves and pray  
and seek my face – 

and turn from their wicked ways,  
then I will hear from heaven  

and I will forgive their sin  
and I will heal their land.”  

-  2 Chronicles, 7:14. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 9, February 

6pm. Molly & Denis O’Sullivan, RIP 

Sun 10.  

9am. Dennis Sheehan, RIP 

11.30am. Gerald Coleman, RIP (1st Anniv) 

Mon 11.  

8am. Novena Mass 5. 

10am. Jack Horgan, RIP. 

Tue 12. 

8am. Special Intention. 

10am. Anthony Flynn, RIP (2nd Anniv) 

Wed 13.  

8am. Novena Mass 6. 

10am. Special Intention. 

Thu 14. 

8am. Special Intention. 

10am. Bertie & Rita O’Reilly, RIP 

Fri 15,  

8am. Special Intention. 

10am. Kathleen Nagle, RIP (5th Anniv) 

Sat 16.  

10am. Pro Populo. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
We pray for those recently deceased… 

 
Brendan McSweeney, Cathedral Road. 

… Requiescat in Pace. 
 

There is now an Account at Gurranabraher 
Credit Union  

to facilitate those who may wish to leave 
some money into our account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 

 
 

 

Parish Office – 021-4303655  (If Urgent: 085-8041951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303658.  (tomas.walsh@sma.ie)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-4397472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 
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Special Mass for the Sick – February 11th at 2.30pm 

On tomorrow, Monday, February 11th, the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, there will be a special Mass 

for the sick and housebound at Gurranabraher parish church, starting at 2.30pm. Refreshments will 

be provided afterwards. We invite the sick and the housebound to come to the Mass on that 

afternoon and receive the Anointing of the Sick. This is a regular event in many parishes - and it 

brings people out on that day who have lost contact with fellow parishioners. We hope that many of 

our elderly/sick will be present on this special day – designated as World Day of the Sick. If you are 

coming – and if you need transport – please let us know by ringing 021 - 430 3655 or 085 804 1951. 

 

Collection this weekend for Lourdes Invalid fund 
To coincide with the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, February 11th, a special collection will be taken 
up in all parishes in the diocese this weekend. This collection allows hundreds of ill/special needs 
persons travel each year to the great Marian Shrine at Lourdes, in France. We appeal to you to be 
generous to this collection. 

 
Lourdes 2018 – Young Adult Helpers.  

The Diocese of Cork and Ross invites Young Adults 18-25 year olds to come to Lourdes as helpers 

from 10th to 15th June, 2019..  As helpers you will assist with the sick and be involved in the full 

pilgrimage programme; as well as time for prayer, for making new friends and sharing in the story 

of Lourdes. Limited number of places.  Closing date for applicants is 28th February 2018. This 

volunteering for Lourdes has proven to be a life-changing experience for many young people who 

have gone there. And they show it by returning to help the sick year after year in Lourdes. If 

interested please see Fr Tomás Walsh.  

 

Gala Race Night – 15th March 

A Gala Race night is being organized on Friday, 15th March at St Vincent’s H & F Club to raise fund 

for the Church roof. It will be a night of great fun and excitement. We appeal to parishioners to take 

a Card and get your friends to buy a horse to run on that night. Each horse costs €10. (In the race 

on that night only nominal prizes are won – it is essentially a fun way of raising funds).  

We also appeal for advertisers for the booklet that will be printed on the night with the names of 

horses, jockeys, etc. To advertise – a full page cost €100; a half page €50. If we all participate in 

the event it can bring in substantial funds for the church roof. Once again we appeal to your 

generosity. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration each Friday 

‘Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament’ at the Fatima Chapel each Friday, beginning after the 10am 

Mass - and concluding at 6pm. Pope Benedict spoke of the necessity of Eucharistic Adoration “in 

order to help the world rediscover again the face and love of God.” We invite all parishioners to 

come at any time during these hours of adoration and spend some time with the Lord. Jesus says: 

“Come to me all you who labour and are overburdened – come and find rest for your souls.” 

Camino/Hike – Walk from Outside Ballingeary to Gúgán Barra (5km) 

A camino/hike is being organised from outside Ballingeary along the back road to Gúgán Barra on 

Easter Monday, 22nd April, 2019. It is approximately 5km in length - mostly downhill so not difficult 

at all. There is stunning scenery along the route. It will conclude with the Rosary at St Finbarr’s 

Oratory and then back to Creedons in Inchigeela for Tea/Soup/Sandwiches/Music and spot prizes 

- all for just €20. (50 seats available). Envelopes available in the Sacristy after Masses. Take one 

home and put your name and phone number on it with a deposit of €10. This can be returned to 

the Sacristy or Parish Office as soon as possible. Balance to be paid by 10th March. The Camino 

will leave Gurranabraher Church at 10am on that morning.  

 

Faith Encounters in the Gospels – three sessions – Tuesdays 12th, 19th and 26th of February. 

Coffee/Tea at 10:30am. Session from 11:00am to 12:15pm at the Pastoral Development Office, 

Assumption Church, Ballyphehane. It will be facilitated by Sr Karen.  Reserve your place now. 

Contact 021 4537601. 

 

‘Samuel Programme’ 

Are you 18-35? Are you like the boy Samuel in the Gospel – not knowing what to do with your life? 

Do you wish you could trust more when making life decisions? We will be starting a Samuel 

Programme for young adults on Sunday 17th Feb in Clonakilty Parish Centre and a group in Cork 

city! There will be a gathering once a month for 6 months For more details or to book a place 

contact eavopost@gmail.com or call 0872209994 

 

Wanted used clothing and other unwanted items for Bric-a-brac 

We are still requesting for quality used clothing and other unwanted items that can be sold at a 

Bric-a-brac to raise funds for the Church. They can be handed into Parish Office or if necessary 

they can be collected.  

 

Meals on Wheels  

Gurranabraher Meals on Wheels delivers hot, nutritious meals daily to many of our senior 

neighbours in the Churchfield/Gurranabraher/Blarney Street area. If you or someone you know 

would like to avail of this service please contact us at 087 267 5476 or 021 430 1037. We can also 

be contacted at gurranabrahermealsonwheels@gmail.com We also look for volunteers to help us 

run this service – particularly drivers to deliver meal.  

 

Mass Cards available for all occasions 

Mass Cards are available at the Parish Office for all occasion, RIP, Get Well, Birthdays, 

Anniversaries, Exams, etc. – the intentions are included in Nine Masses (Novena) celebrated each 

month in the parish. Card cost €3. 

Next Pre-Baptism Instruction on March 7th for those parents who live outside the parish. 
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