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  6th Sunday - Ordinary Time (C)  

 
If we do not worship God – we worship ourselves 
In the scriptures the heavy thread of fidelity versus idolatry runs through it like blood in the veins - 

from the Fall to the Golden Calf, from Solomon’s slide to Daniel’s stand, from Peter’s denial to 

Peter’s restoration… “The history of Israel shows us the temptation of unbelief to which the people 

yielded more than once,” wrote Pope Francis in Lumen Fidei, his encyclical on faith. “Here the 

opposite of faith is shown to be idolatry.” And fidelity (fidelitas) is faithful devotion. Fidelity, it can 

be said, is the living out of faith in a spirit of worship and self-gift, demonstrated by inward 

disposition and outward moral uprightness. 

Technology and modernity have not done away with idols; they may, in fact, have spawned 

countless new variations on the ancient themes. Idolatry “remains a constant temptation to faith” 

(CCC 2113), precisely because we are made to worship - that is, to declare, profess, and proclaim 

that God alone is worthy of our praise and adoration - and we will either worship God or something 

else. If there is no God, then you are a ‘god’ with your own law, your own rules, and, essentially, 

your own religion. And what do these numerous, autonomous little gods do? They use, they abuse, 

they lie, they indulge, they corrupt, and they destroy.  

This deviant dynamic is captured well in Lumen Fidei: “Once man has lost the fundamental 

orientation which unifies his existence, he breaks down into the multiplicity of his desires; 

in refusing to await the time of promise, his life-story disintegrates into a myriad of 

unconnected instants. Idolatry, then, is always polytheism, an aimless passing from one 

lord to another.” (par 13). 

Adapted from Carl E. Olson’s article titled ‘Fidelity or Idolatry…’ CWR February, 2019. 

 

The Offertory collection last weekend 
amounted to €1,055.00. 

 
This collection is for the ordinary day-to-day 

running of the Church at Gurranabraher. 
 
 

Collection last weekend for  
Lourdes Invalid fund €735.00. 

 
 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c at  
AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 
 

 
SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

 
February 17, 2018 

 
A priest can be contacted if required this 

Sunday by phoning: 
 

Cathedral 087 238 1187 

 

 

 “If my people  
who are called by my name  

Will humble themselves and pray  
and seek my face – 

and turn from their wicked ways,  
then I will hear from heaven  

and I will forgive their sin  
and I will heal their land.”  

-  2 Chronicles, 7:14. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 16, February 

6pm. Bridie Radley, RIP (1st Anniv) 

Sun 17.  

9am. Private Intention 

11.30am. Kathleen Murphy, RIP (3rd Anniv) 

Mon 18.  

8am. Novena Mass 7. 

10am. Denis Goulding, RIP, 

Tue 19. 

8am. Michael Dineen, RIP (42nd Anniv)  

10am. Elizabeth, Michael & Arthur Murphy, RIP 

Wed 20.  

8am. Margaret & Michael Hussey, RIP 

10am. Holy Souls. 

Thu 21. 

8am. Novena Mass 8. 

10am. Jimmy & James O’Keeffe, RIP 

Fri 22,  

8am. Margaret & Michael Hussey, RIP 

10am.Christy Barry, RIP (Anniv)  

Sat 23.  

10am. Pro Populo. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
We pray for those recently deceased… 

 
Joseph O’Sullivan, Churchfield Gardens. 

… Requiescat in Pace. 
 

There is now an Account at  
Gurranabraher Credit Union  

to facilitate those who may wish to leave 
some money into our account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 

 
 

 

Parish Office – 021-4303655  (If Urgent: 085-8041951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303658.  (tomas.walsh@sma.ie)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-4397472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 
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Camino/Hike – Walk from Outside Ballingeary to Gúgán Barra (5km) 

A camino/hike is being organised from outside Ballingeary along the back road to Gúgán 

Barra on Easter Monday, 22nd April, 2019. It is approximately 5km in length - mostly 

downhill so not difficult at all. There is stunning scenery along the route. It will conclude 

with Mass at St Finbarr’s Oratory and then back to Creedons in Inchigeela for 

Tea/Soup/Sandwiches/Music and spot prizes - all for just €20. The Camino will be led by 

Fr Tomás Walsh. (Those who would like to go but feel that they would not able to make the 

journey on foot can stay on the bus and be dropped off at Gúgán Barra).  Names, along 

with a Ten Euro deposit, must be given to Fr Tomás by the end of February if you wish to 

be included. The bus will leave Gurranabraher Church at 10am on that morning.  

 

Lourdes 2018 – Young Adult Helpers.  

The Diocese of Cork and Ross invites Young Adults 18-25 year olds to come to Lourdes 

as helpers from 10th to 15th June, 2019..  As helpers you will assist with the sick and be 

involved in the full pilgrimage programme; as well as time for prayer, for making new friends 

and sharing in the story of Lourdes. Limited number of places.  Closing date for applicants 

is 28th February 2018. This volunteering for Lourdes has proven to be a life-changing 

experience for many young people who have gone there. And they show it by returning to 

help the sick year after year in Lourdes. If interested please see one of the priests. 

 

Gala Race Night – 15th March 

A Gala Race night is being organized on Friday, 15th March at St Vincent’s H & F Club to 

raise fund for the Church roof. It will be a night of great fun and excitement. Each horse 

costs €10. (In the race on that night only nominal prizes are won – it is essentially a fun 

way of raising funds). We appeal to parishioners to take a card and have their family 

members contribute - even if they do not intend to be present on the night. If we all 

participate in the event it can bring in substantial funds for the church roof. Once again we 

appeal to your generosity. We are grateful to Cllr Ken Collins, a former Altar Server at 

Ascension parish, who is helping us to organize the event. 

 

‘Samuel Programme’ 

Are you 18-35? Are you like the boy Samuel in the Gospel – not knowing what to do with 

your life? Do you wish you could trust more when making life decisions? We will be starting 

a Samuel Programme for young adults on Sunday 17th Feb in Clonakilty Parish Centre 

and a group in Cork city! There will be a gathering once a month for 6 months For more 

details or to book a place contact eavopost@gmail.com or call 0872209994 

Over 60s at Rock Community Centre 

On Sunday next, 24th February, @ 4pm there will be an over-60s Singing Competition at the 

Rock community Centre, off Blarney Street. Winners of the event have the opportunity of going 

to represent their parish at the Gala event in city Hall in May, 2019. 

 

Cork Pioneers meet at Wilton 

The next meeting of Cork Regional Pioneer Council will take place in the SMA Hall Wilton at 

8p.m. on Wednesday 20th of February. All Pioneers are welcome, or anybody interested in 

joining our organisation.  

 

‘Mothers’ Prayers’ 

A Group known as ‘Mothers’ Prayers’ - open to Grandmothers, Godmothers and all spiritual 

mothers - meet every Wednesday at 12 noon @ The Prayer Room at the Haven, 

Batchelor’s Quay, Cork. For further details see: mothersprayers.org    or 

suilaoghaire@gmail.com 

 

Eucharistic Adoration each Friday 

‘Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament’ at the Fatima Chapel each Friday, beginning after the 

10am Mass - and concluding at 6pm. Pope Benedict spoke of the necessity of Eucharistic 

Adoration “in order to help the world rediscover again the face and love of God.” We 

invite all parishioners to come at any time during these hours of adoration and spend some 

time with the Lord. Jesus says: “Come to me all you who labour and are overburdened – come 

and find rest for your souls.” 

 

Wanted used clothing and other unwanted items for Bric-a-brac 

We are still requesting for quality used clothing and other unwanted items that can be sold at a 

Bric-a-brac to raise funds for the Church. They can be handed into Parish Office or if necessary 

they can be collected.  

 

Pilgrimage to Holy Land on 15th October 

A special pilgrimage to the Holy Land for 8 nights (4 days in Jerusalem and 4 days in Tiberias 

region) is scheduled for 15th October, 2019. The cost is €1,685.00. This includes 4 star 

accommodation, breakfast and dinner daily, daily programme of sightseeing and escorted tours to 

the land where Jesus lived. The Pilgrimage is led by Fr Pat McCarthy. Ring Yvonne at 021 241 0800. 

 

Next Pre-Baptism Instruction on March 7th for those parents who live outside the parish. 

A Pre-Baptism Instruction is compulsory for all those who wish to have their children baptized.  If 

living in the parish this instruction takes place in their own home – if outside the parish it takes 

place in the Sacristy. 
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