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            Gurranabraher, Cork.  

        Sunday, March 10th 2019. 

   1st Sunday of Lent (C)  

 

Lent is a Season of Grace – and a Season of Joy 

Pope Francis marked Ash Wednesday by inviting all Christians to renew their hope in 
Christ’s promises and their commitment to follow Him ever more closely. He said: “This 
time of penitence and mortification is actually a journey of hope as it is directs us on the 
path towards Resurrection, and helps us renew our Baptismal identity.  
To better understand what this means, he said, we must refer to the fundamental 
experience of the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt, in which the Chosen People 
journeyed towards the Promised Land and, through spiritual discipline and the gift of the 
Law, learned to love God and neighbour.   
The Scriptures, the Pope said, tell of a tormented journey that symbolically lasted forty 

years, the time span of a generation, and the difficulties and obstacles represented 

continuous temptations to regret leaving the ‘false security’ of Egypt. But, he said, the Lord 

stayed close to the people who finally arrived in the Promised Land guided by Moses. 

“Every step, every effort, every test, every fall and every recovery makes sense within 

God’s design for salvation, as He wants life – not death and joy – not pain – for His people”  

He said that by following Christ along the way of the Cross, we share in his victory over 

sin and death;  he explained that in order to open this passage for us, Jesus had to cast 

off his glory, he had to humble himself, he had to be obedient until death on the cross. 

“This doesn’t mean that he did everything and we don’t have to do anything” he said. 

He explained that our salvation is Jesus’ gift, but it is part of a love story and requires our 

‘yes’ and our participation. 

The Offertory collection last weekend 
amounted to €945.00 

 
This collection is for the ordinary day-to-day 

running of the Church at Gurranabraher. 
 
 

Building Fund collection last week 
amounted to €1,040.00. 

Sincerely ‘Thank You’ to parishioners. 
 
 

Second collection this weekend for  
bishops’ Commissions. 

 
 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c at  
AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 
 

 
SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

 
March 10, 2018 

 
A priest can be contacted if required this 

Sunday by phoning: 
 

Farranree 087 096 7177 

 

 

 “If my people  
who are called by my name  

Will humble themselves and pray  
and seek my face – 

and turn from their wicked ways,  
then I will hear from heaven  

and I will forgive their sin  
and I will heal their land.”  

-  2 Chronicles, 7:14. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 9, March 

6pm. Michael Collins, RIP (33rd Anniv) 

Sun 10.  

9am. Paddy Kelleher, RIP (Anniv) 

11.30am. Ed (Nedzer) Doherty, RIP (2nd Anniv) 

Mon 11.  

8am. Novena Mass 3. 

10am. May O’Sullivan, RIP 

Tue 12. 

8am. Private Intention 

10am. Michael Wall, RIP (died recently) 

Wed 13.  

8am. Private Intention 

10am. Michael Wall, RIP (died recently) 

Thu 14. 

8am. Novena Mass 4. 

10am. Holy Souls, 

Fri 15,   

8am. James Hourigan, RIP (2nd Anniv) 

10am. Michael Wall, RIP (died recently) 

Sat 16.  

10am. Pro Populo. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
We pray for those recently deceased… 

 
Noel O’Connor, Mount Eden Road 

… Requiescat in Pace. 

 
 

There is now an Account at  
Gurranabraher Credit Union  

to facilitate those who may wish to leave 
some money into our account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 

 
 
 

Parish Office – 021-4303655  (If Urgent: 085-8041951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303658.  (tomas.walsh@sma.ie)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-4397472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
mailto:Tel:%20021-4303658
mailto:tomas.walsh@sma.ie
mailto:aidan1302@gmail.com


Second Collection this weekend – Bishops’ Commissions 

The Second collection this weekend goes to the National Bishops’ Conference to enable it 

run its different Commissions/apostolates to prisoners/emigrants/immigrants/unmarried 

mothers/etc. These ministries cost a great deal to run. Hence, the Bishops of Ireland appeal 

to your generosity. 

 

Novena to Matt Talbot 

The annual Novena to Matt Talbot begins this Monday, 11th March at the Church of the 

Way of the Cross, Togher, - beginning with Novena Prayer at 7.30pm. Fr. Ben Hodnett will 

be our celebrant and preacher for that night. Mass and Novena prayers will begin at 

7.30pm.   

 

Pilgrimage to Holy Land on 15th October 

A special pilgrimage to the Holy Land for 8 nights (4 days in Jerusalem and 4 days in 

Tiberias region) is scheduled for 15th October, 2019. The cost is €1,685.00. This includes 

4 star accommodation, breakfast and dinner daily, daily programme of sightseeing and 

escorted tours to the land where Jesus lived. The Pilgrimage is led by Fr Pat McCarthy 

from SS Peter & Paul’s. Ring Yvonne at 01 241 0800. 

 

Marriage Enrichment Weekend  

For those who would like to make a good marriage even better this weekend is for you. It 

will take place from 12th – 14th April 2019 in Cork. It will be presented by three married 

couples and a priest. The Marriage Enrichment Weekend is a residential workshop that 

offers married couples in a good relationship (normal ups and downs) the opportunity to 

explore, renew and enrich what they already have going for them in a way that completely 

respects their privacy.  It is about how married spouses in the midst of a busy demanding 

world can begin to truly realise the Joy of Love in their daily lives. For further information 

contact: www.marriageencounter.ie  or 086-8334382- 087-2162436. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration each Friday 

‘Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament’ at the Fatima Chapel each Friday, beginning after 

the 10am Mass - and concluding at 6pm. Pope Benedict spoke of the necessity of 

Eucharistic Adoration “in order to help the world rediscover again the face and love 

of God.” We invite all parishioners to come at any time during these hours of adoration 

and spend some time with the Lord. Jesus says: “Come to me all you who labour and are 

overburdened – come and find rest for your souls.” 

Gala Race Night – 15th March 

Most Race Cards have now been returned – we ask those who have yet to return them to 

please do so without delay. We appeal too to parishioners to support us on this coming 

Friday night 15th March @ 8pm at St Vincent’s H & F Club, Blarney Road. It is going to be 

a great fun night and should raise much needed money for the roof of the Church. We are 

very grateful to Cllr Ken Collins and St Vincent’s H & F Club who are helping us to organize 

the event. 

 

Stations of the Cross during Lent 

The Stations of the Cross will take place every Friday @ 6pm during this season of Lent. 

This is a powerful penitential exercise that we can do in reparation to God for the horrific 

sin that is in the world.  

 

Better Energy - Warmer Homes Scheme (BEWH) 

This nationwide scheme by the SEAI delivers free energy efficiency upgrades to the 

homes of people who are in receipt of certain social welfare payments such as the Fuel 

Allowance, Carers Allowance, Domiciliary Care Allowance, One-Parent Family payment, 

Job seekers allowance for over 6 months and with children under 7 years of age & 

Working family payment. To be eligible for the free Scheme the house must be built 

before 2006 and be owner-occupied.  

What’s available? • Attic & Wall insulation • Draught proofing • Lagging jackets on water 

tanks • Energy advice • Low energy light bulbs • Replacement windows if you have single 

glazing • Heating system upgrades • Building Energy Rating (BER) 

If you would like to apply for this grant please contact the NCE Energy Hub on 021 

4228101 or email info@energy-hub.ie. We will guide you through the application process 

and submit the application to the seai on your behalf. 

  

Mass Cards available for all occasions 

Mass Cards are available at the Parish Office for all occasion, RIP, Get Well, Birthdays, 

Anniversaries, Exams, etc. – the intentions are included in Nine Masses (Novena) 

celebrated each month in the parish. Card cost €3. 

 

Pilgrimage to Rome/Assisi/San Giovanni 

There are still a number of places available on the pilgrimage to Rome/Assisi and San 

Giovanni scheduled for 16th - 23rd September. Total price costs €1,130.00. See Roger 

Power. 
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