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Western Civilization in Terminal Decline 

A book by David Daintree ‘Soul of the West: Christianity and the Great Tradition’ 

published in 2015, makes a powerful case for the primary importance of Christianity in the 

complex structure that we call Western civilization. Daintree asserts that you can’t begin 

to understand Western culture in isolation from the story of Jesus Christ and his Church. 

Those who claim they can are deluding themselves. It was Christianity, he boldly asserts, 

that shaped the European civilization. 

The influence of Christianity on science, law, government, philosophy, literature, language 

and on our sense of mutual obligation has been quite literally immense. Today we are in 

the midst of a struggle sometimes known as the ‘Culture War’ where powerful elements 

in our society want to minimize or even extinguish the influence of Christianity in education 

and medicine and to downplay its role in history. European civilization is now in great peril 

not only from Islamic forces desiring to conquer Europe but also from atheistic forces 

whose conception of man is no more than a materialist being devoid of any supernatural 

purpose. The traditional culture and civilization of the West has never before been in such 

grave danger of being overwhelmed and cast aside. Equally imperiled is the Christian faith 

that has been its creative principle, its very soul. This book is unashamedly an apologia 

for the Great Christian Tradition that has defined the Europe we have known up to now. 

It is a powerful read by anyone who wants to understand how Europe is gradually losing 

its very soul.   

The Offertory collection last weekend 
amounted to €1,215.00. 

 
This collection is for the ordinary day-to-day 

running of the Church at Gurranabraher. 
 
 

Building Fund collection for the month  
of February will take place  

this weekend Sunday, 2/3rd March. 
 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c at  
AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 
 

 
SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

 
March 3, 2018 

 
A priest can be contacted if required this 

Sunday by phoning: 
 

Cathedral 087 238 1187 

 

 

 “If my people  
who are called by my name  

Will humble themselves and pray  
and seek my face – 

and turn from their wicked ways,  
then I will hear from heaven  

and I will forgive their sin  
and I will heal their land.”  

-  2 Chronicles, 7:14. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 2, March 

6pm. Noreen & Adam Murphy, RIP (Anniv) 

Sun 3.  

9am. Private Intention 

11.30am. Teresa O’Sullivan, RIP 

Mon 4.  

8am. Novena Mass 1. 

10am. Martha O’Donoghue, RIP (30th Anniv) 

Tue 5. 

8am. Mary Turkington, RIP  

10am. Seán Burns, RIP (Birthday Anniv) 

Wed 6.  

8am. Mary O’Connor, RIP  

10am. Kitty O’Leary, RIP 

Thu 7. 

8am. Novena Mass 2. 

10am. Robert Hayes, RIP. (1st Anniv)  

Fri 8,   

8am. Private Intention. 

10am. Denis Ahern, RIP (Died recently) 

Sat 9.  

10am. Pro Populo. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
We pray for those recently deceased… 

 
Michael Wall, Bakers’ Road 

… Requiescat in Pace. 

 
 

There is now an Account at  
Gurranabraher Credit Union  

to facilitate those who may wish to leave 
some money into our account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 

 
 
 

Parish Office – 021-4303655  (If Urgent: 085-8041951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303658.  (tomas.walsh@sma.ie)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-4397472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

http://www.connorcourt.com/catalog1/index.php?main_page=advanced_search_result&search_in_description=1&keyword=soul+of+the+west
mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
mailto:Tel:%20021-4303658
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mailto:aidan1302@gmail.com


Building Fund collection this weekend 

The building fund collection will take place again this week-end at all Masses. Though we 

have completed the work on the roof – it will take a number of years to clear the debt. Also, 

much more work needs to be done regarding church windows and doors - and the 

pathways around the church. We thank sincerely all who have made huge efforts in church 

fundraising.  

 

Presentation Brother Aidan on the Move 

This week we will see the departure of Br Aidan, a Presentation Brother, from Mount St 

Joseph’s, who has been reassigned by his Superiors to Birr, in Co Offaly. Br Aidan has 

only been with us for little over a year but has already really integrated himself into the 

local community – getting involved in many activities to raise funds for the Church. He has 

also been hugely involved with the children at Scoil Padre Pio, preparing them for First 

Holy Communion and the Sacrament of Confirmation. He will be greatly missed here at 

Gurranabraher Parish. We ask God’s blessings on him as he assumes a new ministry in 

Co Offaly. 

 

Death of Christian Brother, Nessan O’Mahony 

The death has occurred on 27th February, of Br Nessan O’Mahony, from Christian Brothers 

Monastery in Fair Hill. Br Nessan, blessed with a long and healthy life, attended the 8am 

Mass every morning in Gurranabraher. He will be remembered by many in the parish as 

he was Príomhoide at the AG in the Mon in the 70s. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.  

 

Pilgrimage to Holy Land on 15th October 

A special pilgrimage to the Holy Land for 8 nights (4 days in Jerusalem and 4 days in 

Tiberias region) is scheduled for 15th October, 2019. The cost is €1,685.00. This includes 

4 star accommodation, breakfast and dinner daily, daily programme of sightseeing and 

escorted tours to the land where Jesus lived. The Pilgrimage is led by Fr Pat McCarthy 

from SS Peter & Paul’s. Ring Yvonne at 01 241 0800. 

 

Lourdes 2018 – Young Adult Helpers.  

The Diocese of Cork and Ross is inviting young adults, 18-25, to come to Lourdes as 

helpers from 10th to 15th June, 2019. As helpers you will assist with the sick and be involved 

in the full pilgrimage programme; as well as time for prayer, for making new friends and 

sharing in the story of Lourdes. This volunteering for Lourdes has proven to be a life-

changing experience for many young people who have gone there.  

Gala Race Night – 15th March 

We appeal to all who took out sponsorship cards for our forthcoming Race Night, where 

we asked people to buy a horse to run on the night, to please now return these cards 

along with the sum raised as soon as possible. We appeal too to parishioners to support 

us on the night at St Vincent’s H & F Club, Blarney Road. It is going to be a great fun night 

and should raise much needed money for the roof of the Church. We are grateful to Cllr 

Ken Collins who is helping us to organize the event. 

 

Better Energy - Warmer Homes Scheme (BEWH) 

This nationwide scheme by the SEAI delivers free energy efficiency upgrades to the 

homes of people who are in receipt of certain social welfare payments such as the Fuel 

Allowance, Carers Allowance, Domiciliary Care Allowance, One-Parent Family payment, 

Job seekers allowance for over 6 months and with children under 7 years of age & 

Working family payment. To be eligible for the free Scheme the house must be built 

before 2006 and be owner-occupied.  

What’s available? • Attic & Wall insulation • Draught proofing • Lagging jackets on water 

tanks • Energy advice • Low energy light bulbs • Replacement windows if you have single 

glazing • Heating system upgrades • Building Energy Rating (BER) 

If you would like to apply for this grant please contact the NCE Energy Hub on 021 

4228101 or email info@energy-hub.ie. We will guide you through the application process 

and submit the application to the seai on your behalf. 

  

Eucharistic Adoration each Friday 

‘Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament’ at the Fatima Chapel each Friday, beginning 

after the 10am Mass - and concluding at 6pm. Pope Benedict spoke of the necessity 

of Eucharistic Adoration “in order to help the world rediscover again the face and 

love of God.” We invite all parishioners to come at any time during these hours of 

adoration and spend some time with the Lord. Jesus says: “Come to me all you who 

labour and are overburdened – come and find rest for your souls.” 

 

Mass Cards available for all occasions 

Mass Cards are available at the Parish Office for all occasion, RIP, Get Well, Birthdays, 

Anniversaries, Exams, etc. – the intentions are included in Nine Masses (Novena) 

celebrated each month in the parish. Card cost €3. 

 

Next Pre-Baptism Instruction on March 7th at Parish Office 

mailto:info@energy-hub.ie

