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   4th Sunday of Easter (C)  

 
Little Nellie – Her Profound understanding of the Eucharist 

Nellie Organ, better known as “Little Nellie of Holy God”, was born in Waterford in August 24, 1903, 

and died at the Good Shepherd Convent, Sunday’s Well, 2nd February, 1908, at the age of four 

and a half years. Dropped as a child by a babysitter Nellie suffered severe spinal injuries that 

caused her great pain and disability all through her very short life. Put into care after her mother 

died from TB, Nellie shocked all who came into contact with her by her patient suffering - her 

profound knowledge of Christian Doctrine and mysterious awareness of Jesus present in the 

Blessed Sacrament. She made numerous requests to be able to receive Holy Communion even 

though the then minimum required age for receiving was 12 years. But due to her profound 

understanding of what Holy Communion was - and her obvious zeal the Bishop of Cork granted 

her an exemption and she received Holy Communion on December 6, 1907 just two months before 

she died. Her inspiring story caused her to become known as "Little Nellie of Holy God" and her 

fame spread throughout Ireland and beyond, even reaching Pope Pius X in Rome. Her life would 

prove providential for him. He had been considering lowering the age for the reception of 

the Eucharist, when he heard of ‘Little Nellie’, he took it as a sign from God and issued his 

decree Quam singulari, admitting children to reception of Holy Communion at the age of seven. 

Many came to see Little Nellie with their own pains and aches or with other problems requesting 

that she intercede with God on their behalf while she was alive – and almost immediately after her 

death a cult developed around Little Nellie with her grave becoming a center of attraction. A year 

after her death the Good Shepherd Sisters had her body exhumed from her burial place at St 

Joseph’s in Ballyphehane and returned her remains to their own Convent at Sunday’s Well – less 

than one mile from here.  

The Offertory collection last weekend  

amounted to €1,040.00 

This collection is used for the ordinary 

day-to-day maintenance of the Church. 

 
 

2nd Collection for Pastoral Development 
Office this weekend.  

.  
 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at  

AIB Bank  
IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 

 
 

 
SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

 
May 12, 2018 

 
A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 
 

Gurranabraher: 085 804 1951 
 

 
 

 “If my people  
who are called by my name  

Will humble themselves and pray  
and seek my face – 

and turn from their wicked ways,  
then I will hear from heaven  

and I will forgive their sin  
and I will heal their land.”  

-  2 Chronicles, 7:14. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 11, May  

6pm. Seán Burns, RIP (20th Anniv) 

Sun 12. 

9am. Mary & Con Shine, RIP (Anniv) 

11.30am. Lena Newman RIP, (18th Anniv)  

Mon 13. 

8am. Novena Mass 5. 

10am. Denis Aherne, RIP (Birthday Rem) 

Tue 14. 

8am. Madge O’Leary, RIP 

10am. Michael Forde, RIP (6th Anniv) 

Wed 15. 

8am. Madge O’Leary, RIP. 

10am. Michael & Ellen Long, RIP 

Thu 16. 

8am. Con & Sheila O’Keeffe, RIP (Anniv)  

10am. Marie Dennehy & James Stout, RIP. 

Fri 17. 

8am. Novena Mass 6. 

10am. Keith Kelleher, RIP 

Sat 18. 

10am. Pro Populo 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
We pray for those recently deceased… 

Pauline Brown, St Columcille Road. 

 

Requiescat in Pace. 

Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 
consider dropping a few Euro each week into 

our Credit Union Account – 
Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 

A/c No. 02255200. 
Thank You! 

 
 
 

Parish Office – 021-4303655  (If Urgent: 085-8041951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303658.  (tomas.walsh@sma.ie)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-4397472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 
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First Holy Communion this Saturday for Scoil Padre Pio 

On this Saturday, May 11, 2019, around 40 children from 2nd Class at Scoil Padre Pio, received First 

Holy Communion. In this Sacrament the children entered into a very special relationship with Jesus 

– a relationship that Jesus desires to last a lifetime - and longer. Children have a natural hunger to 

worship – indeed, all of us have – and when that hunger is nurtured children grow up knowing that 

they are loved and protected by a ‘higher power’ than themselves; and adapt easily to the world 

God has given them. (See the piece on front-page on Little Nellie of Holy God’). Depriving your child 

of that outlet for worship almost certainly means that they will find their own gods to follow - and the 

outcome will certainly be much different. We beg parents in the name of God to give your child over 

to Jesus Christ who died and rose again that we may “have life - and have it to the full.” 

 

Prayers at the Fatima Grotto in church during Month of May 

Every Saturday, during the month of May, after the 6pm Mass, the Rosary will be recited and the 

Fatima prayers said at our beautiful Fatima Grotto in the church, seeking God’s protection for our 

world. We are living in incredibly dangerous times; threatened by many forces that can destroy us. 

It seems that only religious people are truly aware of these threats and know that prayer is the only 

instrument that can protect us. Please gather for 15 minutes after the Mass for these prayers.  

 

Feast of Our Lady of Fatima on Monday, 13th May 

This Monday we recall the very first apparition of Our Lady at Fatima on May 13th 1917, when she 

appeared to three children, Lucia Santos, and her cousins, Jacinta and Francisco Marto, and 

involved them in a very dramatic way in making known to the world the terrible outrages that were 

committed against her Son, Jesus Christ. They in turn told the world to pray for sinners - and for an 

ending of the First World War that was causing mass destruction of human life. She informed them 

that if the world did not listen a greater war would engulf the world with greater consequences. The 

messages of Fatima continue to have huge relevance for humanity.  

 

Second Collection this Weekend –Pastoral Development Office. 

Annual collection for the Diocesan Pastoral Development Office will be taken up at all Masses this 

weekend – Saturday/Sunday 11th/12th May.  Your generosity to this collection enables the office to 

continue to offer training and formation for pastoral groups and parish ministries, and adult faith 

development opportunities throughout the Diocese of Cork and Ross.  

 

PTAA Meeting at SMA, Wilton. 

The next meeting of the Cork Regional Pioneer Council will take place at 8pm. on Wednesday 15th 

May in the SMA. Hall, Wilton Parish. All Pioneers are welcome to attend, especially if you have no 

local center near you. Please encourage young people to make a pledge to almighty God to abstain 

from alcoholic drink until they are at least 18 years of age – and advise them to get involved with 

the PTAA.  

SMA Novena to Our Lady of Knock 

The SMA national Novena in honour of Our Lady of Knock, will begin on Friday, 17th May at the 

African Missions Church at Blackrock @ 7.30pm and will continue each evening until the 25th May 

where it will conclude with the SMA Pilgrimage to Knock. The SMA Fathers invite you to join with 

them in this Novena. For further info contact 021 429 2871 or 021 454 1069. 

 

Is God calling you to be a priest in the Diocese of Cork and Ross?   

Young men are invited to an information session on this Sunday 12th May from 3:00pm to 6:00pm 

at the Pastoral Development Office, Parochial House, Ballyphehane. For further details contact Fr 

Charlie Kiely 021 4537474.  

 

Eucharistic Adoration each Friday 

‘Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament’ at the Fatima Chapel each Friday, beginning after the 10am 

Mass - and concluding at 6pm. Pope Benedict spoke of the necessity of Eucharistic Adoration “in 

order to help the world rediscover again the face and love of God.” We invite all parishioners 

to come at any time during these hours of adoration and spend some time with the Lord. Jesus 

says: “Come to me all you who labour and are overburdened – come and find rest for your souls.”  

 

Mass Cards available for all occasions 

Mass Cards are available at the Parish Office for all occasion, RIP, Get Well, Birthdays, 

Anniversaries, Exams, etc. – the intentions are included in Nine Masses (Novena) celebrated each 

month in the parish. Card cost €3. 

 

Volunteers aged over 65 wanted for health assessment  

We, researchers at CIT, are carrying out a study on the health of Irish older adults and we want 

you to be a part of it! All you have to do is complete a short health assessment (45 minutes), 

including simple physical tests and a questionnaire, at a time and place at one of our multiple 

screening points around Cork city and county. Come along, meet others, learn about your health 

and we will also enter you into a raffle where you could win a €150 one4all voucher! Tea & coffee 

also provided! Please contact Maeve O’Connell Email: maeve.oconnell1@mycit.ie or phone: 086-

0535918 

 

What is our future – our homes, our children or our pets? 

Pope Francis, returning to Rome from World Youth Day in Panama in 2018, said: “A thing that we 

don’t see in Europe anymore is the pride the Panamanians people have [in their children]: ‘They 

lift up their children and they say to you, ‘this is my victory’ ‘this is my future’ ‘this is my pride’. This 

in the midst of the ‘demographic winter’ we’re living through in Europe. In Italy, (and many other 

EU countries) the fertility rate is below zero. It has to make us think. What is my pride? Tourism? 

The Villa (home)? The dog? Or lifting up a child?” 
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