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        Sunday, May, 19, 2019. 

   5th Sunday of Easter (C)  

 
TRUE MERCY IS BASED ON TRUTH 

Shakespeare, St. Anselm and Pope Saint John Paul II all 

knew that justice and mercy are inextricably related to 

one another. They understood that mercy comes into 

the world only because of the Biblical imperative to 

‘act justly’. God extends mercy to the world only 

because he holds us accountable to moral truth. If God 

did not expect us to keep his commandments, we 

would not need his mercy or forgiveness. Unless it is predicated on justice, 

mercy doesn’t really make sense. 

In his book ‘God or Nothing’ published in 2015, Robert Cardinal Sarah wrote 

that the “real scandal” of our time is “the confusion between good and evil caused 

by Catholic shepherds. If men who are consecrated to God are no longer capable of 

understanding the radical nature of the Gospel message and seek to anesthetize it, we 

will be going the wrong way. For that is the real failure of mercy.” The only true kind 

of mercy is predicated on truth. God’s mercy is operative when it makes us 

better men and women, not when it makes excuses for depravity. God’s mercy 

gives the capacity for goodness, and justice, and heroic virtue. Heroism, dear 

brothers and sisters, is the ordinary consequence of mercy in the life of the 

ordinary Christian.’ (Bishop James Conley | April, 2016)  

The Offertory collection last weekend  

amounted to €885.00 

This collection is used for the ordinary 

day-to-day maintenance of the Church. 

 
2nd Collection for Pastoral Development 

Office last weekend amounted to €585.00. 

 

Building Fund Collection 
next weekend 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at  

AIB Bank  
IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 

 
 

 
SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

 
May 19, 2018 

 
A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 
 

Gurranabraher: 085 804 1951 
 

 
 

 “If my people  
who are called by my name  

Will humble themselves and pray  
and seek my face – 

and turn from their wicked ways,  
then I will hear from heaven  

and I will forgive their sin  
and I will heal their land.”  

-  2 Chronicles, 7:14. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 18, May  

6pm. Paddy Hession, RIP 

Sun 19. 

9am. Tadgh O’Donoghue, RIP 

11.30am. Shaunagh O’Riordan-Long, RIP (3rd Anniv) 

Mon 20. 

8am. Mary & Eddie O’Sullivan, RIP 

10am. Eileen O’Donoghue, RIP  

Tue 21. 

8am. Novena Mass 7. 

10am. James & Ellen O’Donoghue, RIP 

Wed 22. 

8am. Peg O’Callaghan, RIP 

10am. Deceased members of O’Mahony family. 

Thu 23. 

8am. Eliz & Denis Sexton & Ellen & Christopher Murphy, RIP 

10am. Gretta Dunphy, RIP (5th Anniv) 

Fri 24. 

8am. Novena Mass 8. 

10am. Anne, Jimmy & Patsy Russell, RIP 

Sat 25. 

10am. Pro Populo 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
We pray for those recently deceased… 

Pat (Philomena) O’Connor, Bakers Road. 

 

Requiescat in Pace. 

Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 
consider dropping a few Euro each week into 

our Credit Union Account – 
Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 

A/c No. 02255200. 
Thank You! 

 
 
 

Parish Office – 021-4303655  (If Urgent: 085-8041951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303658.  (tomas.walsh@sma.ie)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-4397472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 
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Prayers at the Fatima Grotto in church during Month of May 

Every Saturday, during the month of May, after the 6pm Mass, the Rosary will be recited and the 

Fatima prayers said at our beautiful Fatima Grotto in the church, seeking God’s protection for our 

world. We are living in incredibly dangerous times; threatened by many forces that can destroy us. 

It seems that only religious people are truly aware of these threats and know that prayer is the only 

instrument that can protect us. Please gather for 15 minutes after the Mass for these prayers.  

 

Building Fund collection next weekend 

We remind parishioners of our end-of-month Building Fund collection at all Masses next weekend. 

As well as trying to meet monthly repayments to Bank for ‘roof loan’ we are also trying to get other 

things done in the church – presently that is painting over some of the walls that were damaged 

from the rains. We deeply appreciate your generosity to date. Pray that it may continue.  

 

Plaque to Eddie O’Brien at Parochial Hall 

A special wall-plaque, dedicated to Eddie O’Brien, will be unveiled this Sunday night just before 

Bingo at the Parochial Hall. Eddie worked tirelessly at the Parochial Hall - and for his community - 

right up to the time of his untimely death in 2017. We hope this plaque will keep alive in memory 

Eddie’s contribution to the community - and inspire others to make their own contribution       

 

SMA Novena to Our Lady of Knock 

The SMA national Novena in honour of Our Lady of Knock, will begin on Friday, 17th May at the 

African Missions Church at Blackrock @ 7.30pm and will continue each evening until the 25th May 

where it will conclude with the SMA Pilgrimage to Knock. The SMA Fathers invite you to join with 

them in this Novena. For further info contact 021 429 2871 or 021 454 1069. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration each Friday 

‘Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament’ at the Fatima Chapel each Friday, beginning after 

the 10am Mass - and concluding at 6pm. Pope Benedict spoke of the necessity of 

Eucharistic Adoration “in order to help the world rediscover again the face and love 

of God.” We invite all parishioners to come at any time during these hours of adoration 

and spend some time with the Lord. Jesus says: “Come to me all you who labour and are 

overburdened – come and find rest for your souls.”  

 

Mass Cards available for all occasions 

Mass Cards are available at the Parish Office for all occasion, RIP, Get Well, Birthdays, 

Anniversaries, Exams, etc. – the intentions are included in Nine Masses (Novena) celebrated each 

month in the parish. Card cost €3. 

 

Remembrance Mass for Deceased at Kilcully on Wednesday, May 29, 2019 at 7.30pm. 

Better Energy - Warmer Homes Scheme (BEWH) 

This nationwide scheme by the SEAI delivers free energy efficiency upgrades to the homes of 

people who are in receipt of certain social welfare payments such as the Fuel Allowance, Carers 

Allowance, Domiciliary Care Allowance, One-Parent Family payment, Job seekers allowance for 

over 6 months and with children under 7 years of age & Working family payment. To be eligible 

for the free Scheme the house must be built before 2006 and be owner-occupied. What’s 

available? • Attic & Wall insulation • Draught proofing • Lagging jackets on water tanks • Energy 

advice • Low energy light bulbs • Replacement windows if you have single glazing • Heating system 

upgrades. For further info contact 021 4228101 or email info@energy-hub.ie. We will guide you 

through the application process and submit the application to the seai on your behalf.  
 

Divorce Referendum 2019 

On Friday 24th May 2019, the Irish Electorate will be asked for the third time since 1995 to further 

weaken the institution of Marriage by allowing those who have been estranged for a period of two 

years to seek a divorce if desired instead of the present Constitutional requirement of four years – 

and to allow the Irish state recognise foreign divorces. There will be only one question on the ballot 

paper and voters can either vote ‘Yes’ to allow both changes, or ‘No’ to reject both changes and 

leave the Irish Constitution as it is. Once again the ‘Yes’ posters tell us to have compassion for 

spouses – but not a thought for children who are the real victims of divorce. Statistics from around 

the world show clearly that children are deeply – and in many cases irreparably - traumatized by 

marital breakdown. This pain and hurt is added to when a new ‘parent’ arrives on the scene just 

when the child is trying to process the departure from the family home of a father or mother. Four 

years to wait is not a long time for grown-ups – but two years is an incredibly short time for a child 

to adjust and make room for a new ‘parent’ into a home and family. Each change we make to 

‘Marriage’ we pull a brick from under the foundations of an institution that has proved to be the best 

possible environment for children to grow and flourish – and make their contribution to the world. 

Quick and easy divorces make a laugh of Marriage vows, promotes irresponsibility and creates a 

society where the only consideration is given to adults at the terrible expense of children. Vote ‘No’ 

on Friday 24th May. 

 

An obligation to Vote for Pro-Life Candidates 

The local and European Elections on Friday next gives us an opportunity once more to make a 

stand for the protection of the unborn. The Biblical imperative to hold human life sacred from 

conception to natural death is binding on the individual and collective consciences of humanity 

irrespective of what religious views we hold. One day each of us will have to stand before the 

judgement seat of God - and answer for our apathy and indifference in the face of the demonic 

attack on human life today. To the degree that we have collaborated actively to put politicians in 

power who have presided over this destruction of life puts our very communion with God in eternity 

at grave risk. Clearly there are candidates standing who are undeserving of any Christian vote. 
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