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   6th Sunday of Easter (C)  

 

Christians have stopped being ‘A light to the Nations’   

The religious indifference and outright rejection of God 

that we are experiencing today in the Church is not a 

“new” story. We find it repeated throughout the Old 

Testament. At the time of Moses it took very little time 

for the Hebrews to stop worshipping the God of Israel 

and to start worshipping a molten golden 

calf. Whenever the people of God grew too 

prosperous or comfortable, they forgot where they 

came from. They forgot their God, because they no 

longer thought it was important to teach about him. 

Because they failed to catechize, they failed to 

inoculate themselves against the idolatries in their 

surrounding cultures. And eventually, they began praying to the same alien gods as the 

pagans among whom they lived. 

We have the same struggles today. Instead of changing the culture around us, we 

Christians have allowed ourselves to be changed by the culture. We’ve compromised too 

cheaply. We’ve hungered after assimilating and fitting in.  And in the process, we’ve been 

bleached out and absorbed by the culture we were sent to make holy.   

(Archbishop Charles Chaput. 

The Offertory collection last weekend  

amounted to €1040.00 

This collection is used for the ordinary day-

to-day maintenance of the Church. 

 

Special thanks to Eily Morris and supporters 

for raising the sum of €500 again this month 

for the Renovation Fund. 

 

Building Fund Collection 
this weekend 

 
Next week the 2nd Collection will be 
to clear expenses for Pope Francis’ 

visit to Ireland in 2018. 
 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 
 

 
SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

 
May 26, 2018 

 
A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 
Knocknaheeny 087 654 4836 

 

 “If my people  
who are called by my name  

Will humble themselves and pray  
and seek my face – 

and turn from their wicked ways,  
then I will hear from heaven  

and I will forgive their sin  
and I will heal their land.”  

-  2 Chronicles, 7:14. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 25, May  

6pm. Mary Yelverton, RIP (2nd Anniv). 

Sun 26. 

9am. Sheehan Family Intentions. 

11.30am. Christine Harrington, RIP (4th Anniv). 

Mon 27. 

8am. Novena Mass 9. 

10am. Alan McCarthy, RIP. 

Tue 28. 

8am. Private Intention 

10am. Joe Horgan, RIP (11th Anniv) 

Wed 29. 

8am. Private Intention 

10am. Egan Family Intentions. 

Thu 30. 

8am. Private Intention 

10am. Private Intention 

Fri 31. 

8am. Private Intention 

10am. Private Intention 

Sat 1, June 

10am. Pro Populo 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
We pray for those recently deceased… 

Edward McCarthy, Hollyville, Blarney Road. 

 

Requiescat in Pace. 

Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 
consider dropping a few Euro each week into 

our Credit Union Account – 
Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 

A/c No. 02255200. 
Thank You! 

 
 
 

Parish Office – 021-430 3655  (If Urgent: 085-804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303658.  (tomas.walsh@sma.ie)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-4397472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 
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Building Fund collection this weekend 

The Second collection after Holy Communion this weekend is the normal end-of-month 

collection for church for renovations. As well as trying to meet monthly repayments to Bank 

for ‘roof loan’ we are also trying to get other things done in the church – presently that is 

painting over some of the walls that were damaged from the rains. We deeply appreciate 

your generosity to date.  

 

Prayers at the Fatima Grotto in church during Month of May 

Every Saturday, during the month of May, after the 6pm Mass, the Rosary will be recited 

and the Fatima prayers said at our beautiful Fatima Grotto in the church, seeking God’s 

protection for our world. We are living in incredibly dangerous times; threatened by many 

forces that can destroy us. It seems that only religious people are truly aware of these 

threats and know that prayer is the only instrument that can protect us. Please gather for 

15 minutes after the Mass for these prayers.  

 

Eucharistic Adoration each Friday 

‘Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament’ at the Fatima Chapel each Friday, beginning after 

the 10am Mass - and concluding at 6pm. Pope Benedict spoke of the necessity of 

Eucharistic Adoration “in order to help the world rediscover again the face and love 

of God.” We invite all parishioners to come at any time during these hours of adoration 

and spend some time with the Lord. Jesus says: “Come to me all you who labour and are 

overburdened – come and find rest for your souls.”  

 

Mass Cards available for all occasions 

Mass Cards are available at the Parish Office for all occasion, RIP, Get Well, Birthdays, 

Anniversaries, Exams, etc. – the intentions are included in Nine Masses (Novena) 

celebrated each month in the parish. Card cost €3.  

 

Barnardos seeks Volunteers 

Barnardos Brighter Futures Service, Knocknaheeny, is a seeking a volunteer with an 

interest and experience in DIY and Gardening who will be able to assist with small jobs in 

the project. This will include: help with maintenance of project building; minor repairs; 

gardening etc. For more information or to register your interest in this volunteer role please 

contact Suzanne, Barnardos Volunteer Service, on 01 7080431 / 086 8570112 or email 

volunteers@barnardos.ie 

 

God’s Blessing on those doing examinations 

The Leaving and Junior Cert examinations will begin shortly for thousands of boys and girls 
across Ireland. In a number of tests in various subjects their future will be directed by the results 
in August. We ask God to bless these young people’s efforts – to give them relaxed and easy 
spirits free from unnecessary anxiety – so that they will reach their true potential and be rewarded 
for their years of hard work. Above all, we pray that these young people will emerge from 
secondary school and adolescence open to transcendence, (a world outside and bigger than 
themselves). Without that transcendence they will become trapped in their own small little world 
where they are incapable of finding anything to live or die for. The great duty of us Christians at 
this time is to give inspiration, joy and hope to the young and to push open cracks so that the 
light gets through. Leonard Cohen lyrics say: “Ring the bells that still can ring; forget your perfect 
offering. There is a crack in everything – that is how the light gets in.” 

 

Catholic Education is about rooting us in the truth about God and about ourselves  

A great debate is presently going on in Ireland regarding Catholic education – and how it differs 

from other education the state is called on to provide. In 2017, the Catholic Archbishop of 

Philadelphia, Charles Chaput, described what is special and vital about a Catholic school. He 

wrote: “Catholic schools in Greater Philadelphia remain among the nation’s best. But what does 

that word “best” really mean in a Christian context?  Most of our schools do a great job of providing 

an excellent academic education in a safe environment… But the why behind Catholic education 

– the reason it exists – can sometimes be overlooked. Catholic schools are not only about teaching 

young people to work hard, contribute to society, and be honest and kind to others. Clearly those 

virtues are important. But they aren’t ends in themselves. They flow from the larger mission of our 

schools and programs. The goal of all Catholic education is to form young people in a strong 

Catholic faith, a faith rooted in the truth about God and humanity, a faith that can guide them 

to a contented and fruitful life in this world - and that can guide them home one day to the 

joy of eternal life with God, their Creator. 

“Catholic education starts with a simple principle: Facts and achievements are empty, or worse, 

unless they’re embedded in a pattern of meaning. The deepest hunger of the human heart isn’t 

for knowledge but for purpose. This enduring passion for truth is the fire at the heart of all 

Catholic education, from the first day of First Grade forward throughout life.” It usually takes about 

thirty to forty years before it become visible to society the end product when God has been silenced 

- and where moral values are made up as we go along.  

 
Regarding Infant Baptism 
A minimum of One full month’s notice is required before a Baptism can take place. This allow 
the Baptism team to make contact with families and to provide a Pre-Baptism Instruction. A 
booking over the phone is not enough – a Birth Cert must be provided, a form must be completed 
and a stipend of €50 must be provided - all long before the actual day of Baptism.   
 

Remembrance Mass for Deceased at Kilcully on Wednesday, May 29, 

2019 at 7.30pm. 
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