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Liturgy that becomes self-seeking and self-affirming is Idolatry  

In his book, ‘The Spirit of the Liturgy’ Cardinal Ratzinger, (later to become Pope Benedict XVI), 

warned that the Mass… is never just an event in the life of a community that finds itself in a 

particular place. R]eal liturgy… “cannot spring from our imagination, or our own creativity – then it 

would remain just a cry in the dark or mere self-affirmation.”  

Cardinal Ratzinger explaining the Exodus account of the Hebrew’s worship of the ‘golden calf’ 

writes: “The cult conducted by the high priest Aaron is not meant to serve any of the false gods of 

the heathens… They want to glorify the God who led Israel out of Egypt and believe that they may 

very properly represent his mysterious power in the image of a bull calf… The Israelites cannot 

cope with the invisible, remote, and mysterious God. They want to bring him down into their own 

world, into what they can see and understand. Worship is no longer going up to God, but drawing 

God down into one’s own world. He must be there when he is needed, and he must be the kind of 

God that is needed. Now man is using God, and in reality, even if it is not outwardly discernible, he 

is placing himself above God. When Moses stays away for too long, and God himself becomes 

inaccessible, the people just fetch him back. Worship becomes a feast that the community gives 

itself, a festival of self-affirmation. Instead of being worship of God, it becomes a circle closed in 

on itself: eating, drinking, and making merry. The dance around the golden calf is an image of this 

self-seeking worship. It is a kind of banal self-gratification. The narrative of the golden calf is a 

warning about any kind of self-initiated and self-seeking worship. Ultimately, it is no longer 

concerned with God but with giving oneself a nice little alternative world, manufactured from one’s 

own resources. Then liturgy really does become pointless, just fooling around. Or still worse it 

becomes an apostasy from the living God, an apostasy in sacral disguise.” 

The Offertory collection last weekend  

amounted to €955. 

This collection is used for the ordinary 

day-to-day maintenance of the Church. 

 

Collection this weekend is for the 
Education of Priests and Deacons  

for the Diocese of Cork & Ross. 
 
 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

September 22, 2019. 
 

A priest can be contacted if required  
this Sunday at: 

Cathedral 087 238 1187 

 
“If my people  

who are called by my name  
Will humble themselves and pray  

and seek my face – 
and turn from their wicked ways,  

then I will hear from heaven  
and I will forgive their sin  
and I will heal their land.”  

-  2 Chronicles, 7:14. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 21, September 

6pm. Jerry O’Sullivan, RIP (20th Anniv)  

Sun 22. 

9am. Matthew Daly, RIP 

11.30am. Chrissie Cronin, RIP 

Mon 23. 

8am. Novena Mass 7. 

10am. Daniel Swaine, RIP (Anniv) 

Tue 24. 

8am. Holy Souls 

10am. Josephine O’Donovan, RIP (14th Anniv) 

Wed 25.  

8am. Deceased members of the Egan family 

10am. Donor’s Intentions 

Thu 26.  

8am. Novena Mass 8. 

10am. Egan Family member 

Fri 27.  

8am. Special Intentions 

10am. Madge & Jerry Keane, RIP 

Sat 28.  

10am. Pro Populo 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 
 

Mary Horgan, Templeacre Avenue. 

Requiescat in Pace. 

Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 
consider dropping a few Euro each week into 

our Credit Union Account – 
Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 

A/c No. 02255200. 
Thank You! 

 
 
 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303658.  (tomas.walsh@sma.ie)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-4397472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
mailto:Tel:%20021-4303658
mailto:tomas.walsh@sma.ie
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Second Collection this morning for Education of Priests and Deacons 

The collecting which will be taken up after Holy communion this weekend goes to the Bishop’s Office 

and will be used for the education of priests and deacons for service in the Diocese of Cork and 

Ross. Bishop fintan Gavin asks us to be generous. 

 

Triduum of Masses in Honour of St Padre Pio 

Starting on Monday, 23rd September - and again on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings there will 

be a special Mass to commemorate the life and work of Capuchin monk and mystic, Padre Pio. The 

Mass each evening will start at 7.30pm @ Holy Trinity, Fr Matthew Quay, Cork.  

 

Cork City Rosary Rally  

Cork City Rosary Rally will take place on Saturday, 28th September, starting at 2pm from outside 

Cork City Library on Grand Parade. – It will proceed from there to St Mary’s Church, Pope’s Quay 

where Mass will be celebrated at 3pm – to mark the beginning of the Fatima Novena. The organizers 

ask people to be courageous and publically witness for the faith on that afternoon.  

 

New Parish Assembly 

A new Parish Assembly is in the process of being formed for the period, October 2019 to September 

2022. The Parish Assembly provides advice and direction to the priests of the parish - and involves 

itself in different pastoral initiatives to reinvigorate the life of the parish. It involves, at a minimum, 

about 8 meetings per year. We call on Parishioners committed to the life of the parish to volunteer 

for this role for the next three years. Names can be submitted to the Parish Office. 

 

SMA Novena to St Thérese, (The Little Flower) 
The SMA National Novena in honour of St Thérese will begin at SMA Church, Blackrock Road, on 
Monday 23rd September and end on Tuesday, 1st October. The Novena will be celebrated each 
evening with Mass @ 7.30pm, (Saturday – 7pm). The people of Cork have long attended this 
Novena to obtain graces and favours through the intercession of the Little Flower. 
 
Church need to Recover the Practice of Eucharistic Devotion. 

“Whenever worship is no longer done, wherever it is not a priority to pay honour to God, human 

realities can make no headway... Adoration is not a luxury but a necessity, because when people 

cease to adore God, they begin to worship themselves through exalting pleasure, power, and 

material goods. Failing to adore God, they begin to serve mammon (Mt 6:24) — and once they begin 

to serve mammon, they forget who they are. Without the Creator, the creature disappears…”   (Pope 

Benedict XVI - 2008).  

 

Old Clothes Needed 

Substantial funds for church roof can be made on old clothing. We ask all parishioners to please 

pass in their old clothing to Parish Office or at Parochial Hall.  

Building Fund Collection next Weekend 
The second collection next weekend is for Church renovation. This money is used for paying back 

loan to AIB Bank for work on roof - and for other work on-going around the Church. At present this 

‘other work’ includes church painting and getting the red light working again on the Roof-Cross to 

remind the people of Cork that God watches over and protects our city. Please be generous.  

 

Regarding Infant Baptism 

A minimum of One full month’s notice is required before a Baptism can take place. This allows the 

Baptism team to make contact with families and to provide a Pre-Baptism Instruction. A booking 

over the phone is not enough – a Birth Cert must be provided, a form must be completed and a 

stipend of €50 must be provided - all at least one month before the baptism date. 

Mass Cards available for all occasions  

Mass Cards are available at the Parish Office for all occasion. The intentions are included in Nine 

Masses (Novena) celebrated each month in the parish. Card cost €3 each. 

 

Who can be a Godparent?   

The Code of Canon Law, (Canons 872 - 874), states clearly that only one Godparent is required 

for a child’s baptism – this Godparent must be baptised; be over the age of sixteen and have 

received the Sacrament of Confirmation. (If two are chosen they must be both man and woman). 

The mother or father of the child is not permitted to act as role of Godparent. The role of Godparent 

is to assist the parent(s) in the training of the child in the ways of the Catholic faith. As the role of 

Godparent involves making a solemn promise to God that he/she will oversee the faith formation 

of the child it follows that the Godparent is himself/herself a believer - committed to the Catholic 

faith and bearing a proper aptitude and intention to assume this role. Catholic who are not living 

according to the doctrinal and moral teaching of the Church should not be asked to serve in this 

important role as Godparent. It just makes a mockery of the Sacrament of Baptism – and the 

Godparents make a bare-face lie to almighty God. 
 

Type 2 Diabetes patients wanted for trials 

Atlantia Food Clinical Trials based in Blackpool Retail Park, carry out clinical trials of food and 

nutritional products. It has a very wide database of volunteers who take part in trials. When 

someone takes part in a clinical trial with us, they have direct and regular access to nutritionist, 

dieticians, nurses and doctors. In addition to this, the research staff offer regular blood tests, 

monitor the individual’s BMI (weight and height), blood pressure, heart rate, among other things. 

At the moment, we are seeking volunteers who have Type 2 Diabetes who are aged between 18 

and 75 years of age. Each person who completes the trial will be reimbursed €575, and they will 

also wear a continuous glucose monitor which will allow the person to learn more about their 

glucose status throughout the day. If you would like to visit our website follow the link here 

https://atlantia.ie/   

https://atlantia.ie/

