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            Gurranabraher, Cork.  

        Sunday, October 6, 2019. 

27th Sunday - Ordinary Time (C)  

 

Gospel of Jesus is a Gospel of Life  

Today, in Ireland and in many countries in Europe we celebrate a ‘Day for Life’. On this 

Sunday each year we are asked as Christians to reflect on the preciousness of human life 

- and to put protecting life as a chief priority. It is a day dedicated to celebrating and 

upholding the dignity of human life from the moment of conception to natural death. That 

has always been the mission of the Church. 

The early Church understood very clearly what Christ wanted them to do in the world – to 

go out and build a civilization of love. To change a culture of death, where slavery would 

be outlawed, where the savagery of blood sports (humans being thrown to the lions for 

entertainment, and gladiators fighting to the death to amuse) would become abhorrent to 

the civilized mind; where abortion, then widely practiced, would be unthinkable, and where 

love would be the guiding principle of law. It was an incredible mission the early Church 

set for itself - but they knew to do otherwise would be to betray Christ Jesus, their Lord. 

Philosopher and theologian, Dr Bentley Hart writing of the mission of the early Church 

wrote: “how enormous a transformation of thought, sensibility, culture, morality, and 

spiritual imagination Christianity constituted in the age of pagan Rome; the liberation it 

offered from fatalism... the immense dignity it conferred upon the human person; its 

subversion of the cruellest aspects of pagan society; its demystification of political power; 

its ability to create moral community where none had existed before; and its elevation of 

active charity above all other virtues.” It was truly revolutionary.   

The Offertory collection last weekend  

amounted to €805.00 

This collection is used for the ordinary 

day-to-day maintenance of the Church. 

 

 

Building Fund collection last weekend 

amounted to €1,150.00 

 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

October 6, 2019. 
 

A priest can be contacted if required  
this Sunday at: 

 
Gurranabraher 085 804 1951 

 

 
 

“If my people  
who are called by my name  

Will humble themselves and pray  
and seek my face – 

and turn from their wicked ways,  
then I will hear from heaven  

and I will forgive their sin  
and I will heal their land.”  

-  2 Chronicles, 7:14. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 5, October 

6pm. Special Intention  

Sun 6. 

9am. Barry Higgins, RIP (1st Anniv) 

11.30am. Frederick O’Sullivan, RIP (50th Anniv) 

Mon 7. 

8am. Holy Souls 

10am. Donal Hanover, RIP (Anniv)  

Tue 8,  

8am. Novena Mass 3. 

10am. Sheila Kelliher – Thanksgiving. 

Wed 9.  

8am. David Babbington & David Junior, RIP 

10am. Daniel Swaine, RIP 

Thu 10.  

8am. Novena Mass 4. 

10am. Egan family (living and dead).  

Fri 11.  

8am. Special Intention 

10am. Special Intention 

Sat 12.  

10am. Pro Populo 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

 

Richard O’Sullivan, Mt Eden Terrace. 

Hannah (Joan) O’Shea, Templeacre Avenue.  

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 
consider dropping a few Euro each week into 

our Credit Union Account – 
Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 

A/c No. 02255200. 
Thank You! 

 
 
 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303658.  (tomas.walsh@sma.ie)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-4397472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 
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Safeguarding our children and Vulnerable Adults 

During the month of October each year the Church reminds all involved in Parish activity of the 

serious need for safeguarding and protecting children and vulnerable adults. Protecting children and 

building an environment that allow the child to truly flourish is the work of a whole community. It 

involves particularly, having structures in place - and having trained personnel who will monitor these 

structures so that all will know that the Church is a safe place for children.  

Education and training are key in keeping the safeguarding message current in every parish and 

not allowing for compliancy. The Diocese of Cork and Ross holds regular training days, conferences 

and information sessions, which can be found by clicking on www.corkandross.org/safeguarding. 

The Safeguarding Representative for Gurranabraher Parish is Ms Michelle (Coughlan) Price. Her 

role is i) Raising awareness of what Child Safeguarding is; ii) Disseminating widely information 

regarding the standards and guidance; iii) Ensuring Church activities are organised in a way that 

ensures the safety and well-being of children; iv) Ensuring that the contact details of the DLP, Gardaí 

and Tulsa are widely publicised; and v) Upholding the Seven Safeguarding Standards in practice 

and behaviour.  

 

New Parish Assembly 

A new Parish Assembly is in the process of being formed for the period, October 2019 to September 

2022. The Parish Assembly provides advice and direction to the priests of the parish - and involves 

itself in different pastoral initiatives to reinvigorate the life of the parish. It involves, at a minimum, 

about 8 meetings per year. We call on Parishioners committed to the life of the parish to volunteer 

for this role for the next three years. Names can be submitted to the Parish Office. 

 

November Novena of Masses for the Dead 

Envelopes are now ready for distribution to all houses in the parish inviting parishioners to join with 

our parish community in remembering our dead in a Novena of Masses, (Nine), celebrated from the 

2nd to 9th November, 2019. (We invite volunteers to collect and distribute these envelopes to the 

different roads in the parish). Remembering our dead is a long tradition in the Christian world and 

always seen as a sacred duty. As well as returning the envelopes with the names of the dead we 

ask particularly that you would partake in the Masses celebrated at that time for those you have 

loved and lost. 

 

November Mass of Remembrance 

A special Mass for all who have died since November 2018 will be celebrated on Saturday, 9th 

November, 2018 at 6pm. A lighted candle will be carried to the altar on that night by representatives 

of families who have lost loved ones over the past year. We ask parishioners to please inform these 

families of the date and time of the Mass. We hope that all families will be present to remember 

loved ones on that night.  

 

Rosary for Faith and Life at Gurranabraher Church next Sunday 

On Sunday 13th October, 2019, @ 2.30pm; (Day For Life), Catholics from across Europe will 

gather along the borders of their nations to seek Our Lady’s intercession that the Christian culture 

that has sustained and provided illumination for the peoples of Europe for millennia will once again 

provide illumination for us in our time. Only a revival of Christian faith - and a restoration of human 

values - is capable of keeping Europe united, safe and free.  

Gurranabraher parish, because of its strategic location overlooking Cork city, has been 

asked to be one of the prayer locations on that day. Consequently, we invite parishioners 

to assemble at the front door of the Church on that day to seek Our Lady’s intercessions 

for our city and our nation.  

 

Alliance of Two Hearts Retreat at Maynooth 26 & 27 October, 2019 

The annual Alliance of Two Hearts Retreat, conducted by Fr Bing, will take place again this year 

at Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth  on Saturday and Sunday, 26th & 27th October. The Theme is: “The 

Family in the Age of Apostasy”. For further details contact Carmel 086 101 1121 or Delores 086 

832 9472. 

 

Jesus’ Pre-Eminent Mission is Unique and Singular 

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, in its 2000 Declaration Dominus Iesus, stated that 

Jesus is singular in human history. The Congregation wished to clarify flawed misunderstandings 

and erroneous conceptions of Jesus in relation to other “religious traditions of the world” which 

risked compromising “the evangelizing mission of the Church”. Thus, Dominus Iesus professed, in 

accordance with Sacred Scripture and the Magisterium of the Church, that Jesus, as the Father’s 

only begotten Son, is alone the fullness of divine revelation who singularly possesses the 

completeness of divine truth. Likewise, being the Father’s Spirit-anointed Son, Jesus taught the 

Gospel of salvation and through his saving passion and sacrificial death reconciled all to his Father. 

The Father, in the love and power of the Holy Spirit, raised Jesus from the dead, thus liberating 

humankind from sin’s curse (cf. Rom 1:3-4). These conjoined saving acts on the part of Jesus and 

of his Father, both of whom acted in the Holy Spirit, established Jesus as the pre-eminent Saviour 

of all and the sole Lord of both heaven and earth. Consequently, Dominus Iesus declared that 

“Jesus Christ has a significance and a value for the human race and its history, which is unique 

and singular, proper to him alone, exclusive, universal, and absolute.” 

 

Gurranabraher Website – gurranabraherparish.ie 

We remind parishioners once again that our parish has a live website - gurranabraherparish.ie We 

invite parishioners to visit our site. It will keep you informed and up-to-date on parish activities. Visit 

the Gallery page and see plenty of photos of former parish events. Find the daily readings and visit 

the links provided for sound Catholic faith formation.  

 

http://www.corkandross.org/safeguarding

