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        Sunday, October 20, 2019. 

29th Sunday - Ordinary Time (C)  

 

Education must be about forming Character and Conduct 

What is the purpose of education and especially Christian education - and is it achieving 

its purpose in Ireland today? Are our Catholic schools producing boys and girls noble in 

character and conduct - capable of living fulfilled and satisfying lives? 

Pádraig Pearse, poet and revolutionary, recognised as one of Ireland’s great 

educationalists – said: “I can no more imagine an educational system without religion then 

I can imagine a religion without education.” For Pádraig Pearse an educational system 

that did not cater for all dimensions of the human person, the intellectual, the social and 

the spiritual and which did not open up a child’s mind to mystery failed the child.  

He wrote: “The central purpose of the school is not so much the mere imparting of 

knowledge... as the formation of its pupils' characters, eliciting the development of the 

individual bents and traits of each, the kindling of their imaginations, the placing before 

them of a high standard of conduct and duty: In a word, the training up of those entrusted 

to its care to be strong and noble and useful men and women.” What outraged Pádraig 

Pearse at the education system of his time was that it was incapable of inspiring 

‘greatness’ – its sole purpose was to produce zombie-like figures for service for the 

Empire. “There are no ideas there, no love of beauty, no love of books, no love of 

knowledge, no heroic inspiration… In a true education system, religion, patriotism, 

literature, arts and science must be brought in such a way into the daily lives of boys and 

girls as to affect their character and their conduct.”  

The Offertory collection last weekend  

amounted to €950.00. 

This collection is used for the ordinary 

day-to-day maintenance of the Church. 

 

Last Weekend’s collection for Bishop’s 

Office was €520.00.  

 

2nd Collection this weekend for the 

support of front-line Missionaries 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

October 20, 2019. 
 

A priest can be contacted if required  
this Sunday at: 

 
Knocknaheeny 087 854 4836 

 

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

                 and took depravity instead -  

                 there will be anger and fury. 

               Pain and suffering will come to  

          every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

(Lk 2: 7-10) 

 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 19, October 

6pm. Sheila Ryan, RIP (3rd Anniv) 

Sun 20. 

9am. Collins Family Intentions 

11.30am. Fe & Pio Carreon and Basilio Albino, RIP 

Mon 21. 

8am. Holy Souls 

10am. Des O’Leary, RIP 

Tue 22.  

8am. Novena Mass 7. 

10am. Richard O’Donovan, RIP (1st Anniv) 

Wed 23. 

8am. Kevin Coughlan, RIP 

10am. Des O’Leary, RIP 

Thu 24. 

8am. Martin Carroll, RIP (16th Anniv) 

10am. Richard O’Sullivan, RIP (Month’s Mind) 

Fri 25.  

8am. Novena Mass 8. 

10am. Danny & Hannah O’Sullivan, RIP. 

Sat 26  

10am. Pro Populo 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Edward (Ned) Fitzgerald, formerly Mt Eden Rd. 

Denis Burke, (Died in USA), late of Mt Eden Tce. 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 

consider dropping a few Euro each week into 
our Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 

 
 

 
 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-4397472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
mailto:Tel:%20021-4303658
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    Mission Sunday – this Sunday, 20th October 

On Mission Sunday each year the Church highlights the fact that we must be missionary or we are 

not true Christians. Commissioned at Baptism to be ‘Heralds of the Gospel’ it is the solemn duty of 

every baptised adult to tell the world that it is only through the name of Jesus, and no other, that the 

world can be saved. Each Mission Sunday we are reminded of the different ways we can be 

missionary in whatever situation we find ourselves. Also, on this Mission Sunday we remember 

particularly those who have left family to enter another culture and tell it about Jesus Christ. Today, 

some of these missionaries work in the most difficult and dangerous situations in the world. We pray 

for them and beg God to sustain them in their trials. There will be a special collection on Mission 

Sunday that goes to Rome - and disbursed from there - to support the missionary church in poor 

areas of the world. We ask that you be generous to this collection. 

 

Giant Jumble Sale – Sunday, 27th October, 2019 

Giant Jumble Sale for Gurranabraher Church Roof will be held at St Vincent’s Hurling 

and Football Club, (Blareny Road), on Sunday, 27th October, 2019, from 2pm – 5pm. Sale 

of Clothes, toys, Cakes, etc. Free Tea and Coffee for all. We ask for your support for this 

project.  

 

Kilcully Cemetery - Service of Remembrance 

A Service of Remembrance will be celebrated for all who are buried at St Catherine’s Cemetery, 

Kilcully, on Sunday, 10th November at 3pm. We invite those who have loved ones resting in that 

Holy Place to come and pray for their dead on that day. 

 

November Mass of Remembrance 

A special Mass of Remembrance for all who have died since November 2018 will be 

celebrated on Saturday, 9th November, 2018 at 6pm. A lighted candle will be carried to 

the altar on that night by representatives of families who have lost loved ones over the past 

year. We ask parishioners to please inform these families of the date and time of the Mass. 

We hope that all families will be present to remember loved ones on that night.  

 

November Novena of Masses for the Dead 

Envelopes are now ready for distribution to all houses in the parish inviting parishioners to join with 

our parish community in remembering our dead in a Novena of Masses, (Nine), celebrated from the 

2nd to 9th November, 2019. (We invite volunteers to collect and distribute these envelopes to the 

different roads in the parish). Remembering our dead is a long tradition in the Christian world and 

always seen as a sacred duty. As well as returning the envelopes with the names of the dead we 

ask particularly that you would partake in the Masses celebrated at that time for those you have 

loved and lost. 

Universities have become treadmills with no exposure to Transcendence  

John Henry Newman, who was canonized on Sunday last, 13th October, understood a Catholic 

University as ‘an Alma Mater, knowing her children one by one; it was not a foundry, or a mint, or 

a treadmill’. What he imagined was something like an Oxbridge College where a diligent Master 

knows the students by name, knows their individual bents, traits and talents. He did not see the 

purpose of a Catholic University as providing skilled professionals to satisfy the demands of the 

employment market, although this may be a happy secondary effect.  

Ms Tracey Rowland, a member of the International Theological Commission, argues that Newman 

would be outraged with what presently goes under the name of a ‘university’.  She argues: “that 

most of our universities are “what Newman would call factories, mints, and treadmills, that is, places 

where thousands of students, known to the university only by their student numbers, pass exams 

to qualify for employment in a particular field. They no longer are linked to the transcendentals of 

truth, beauty and goodness, all of which are regarded as ‘bourgeois nonsense’. Instead in so many 

of these institutions the liberal arts have morphed into social theory subjects like gender studies - 

and the objective is no longer to produce ‘gentlemen’ but to form social activists, people who act 

like trained assassins against the last vestiges of Greco-Roman and Judeo-Christian civilization.” 

 

Summer Pilgrimage to Medjugorje – June 9th, 2020 

A 7-day Parish Pilgrimage to Medjugorje will take place from June 9th to 16th 2020. The Pilgrimage 

will be from Cork Airport. Total cost is €725.00  9€625.00 if paid by 31st December, 2019). For 

further details contact Mr Roger Power at 021 430 9544. 

 

Alliance of Two Hearts Retreat at Maynooth 26th & 27th October, 2019 

The annual Alliance of Two Hearts Retreat, conducted by Fr Bing, will take place at Maynooth on 

26th & 27th October. For further details contact Carmel 086 101 1121 or Delores 086 832 9472. 

 

Gurranabraher Website – gurranabraherparish.ie 

We remind parishioners once again that our parish has a live website - gurranabraherparish.ie We 

invite parishioners to visit our site. It will keep you informed and up-to-date on parish activities. Visit 

the Gallery page and see plenty of photos of former parish events. Find the daily readings and visit 

the links provided for sound Catholic faith formation.  

 

I want a Laity who know the Christian Faith 

“I desire a laity, not arrogant, not rash in speech, not disputatious, but men [and women] who know 

their religion, who enter into it, who know just where they stand, who know what they hold and what 

they do not, who know their creed so well that they can give an account of it, who know so much 

of history that they can defend it. I want an intelligent, well-instructed laity - I wish...to enlarge [their] 

knowledge, to cultivate [their] reason - to learn to view things as they are, to understand how faith 

and reason stand to each other, what are the bases and principles of Catholicism.” (Card Newman) 


