
    Ascension Parish 

            Gurranabraher, Cork.  

        Sunday, December 8, 2019. 

Second Sunday of Advent, (A)  

   

Christmas is about reawakening human solidarity 

Christmas is a time of peace and joy - a time for connecting with family, remembrance, 

thanksgiving, appreciation, forgiveness, above all, love. Sadly for many it is a time of 

loneliness and pain. Christmas is robbed of its magic and meaning for those who have no 

home or have lost the solidarity of family. There are others who have lost loved ones - 

and things that once made them happy at this time of year now make them sad because 

they evoke happy memories of times they spent together. Hence,  

These people especially are in need of encouragement at this time of year. They don’t 

need a Christmas present as much as they need Christ’s Christmas presence. They need 

to be reminded of what this season is all about. It is not about presents. These things have 

their place, but we need to remember the essential message of Christmas, which is 

Immanuel – God - is with us. And for the hurting person, the lonely person, the sorrowing 

person, this is the time of year to bring the gift of encouragement to them and say, “The 

message of Christmas is: God is with you. God will help you. God will strengthen you.” 

So look for opportunities to share the love of God during this season, because it is a time 

when we seem to be more open to engaging in conversation with others. Now is a great 

opportunity for you to bring encouragement to someone who is struggling. Who needs 

your encouragement today? The early Christians were distinguished from all others by 

their love and concern for the least among them.  

 

 

The Offertory collection last weekend  

amounted to €905.00 

This collection is used for the ordinary 

day-to-day maintenance of the Church. 

 

Very special thanks to Eily Morris and 

her supporters for collecting agin in the 

month of November the sum of €500 for 

Church renovation 

 

November Building Fund  

collection amounted to €1,105.00 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

December 8, 2019. 
 

A priest can be contacted if required  
this Sunday at: 

 
Knocknaheeny 087 654 4836 

 

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

(Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 7, December 

6pm. Maureen Murray, RIP 

Sun 8. 

9am. Dora O’Connor & Mary O’Donovan, RIP 

11.30am. Larry & Margaret Coade, RIP 

Mon 9. 

8am. Novena Mass 3 

10am. William & Eileen Healy, RIP 

Tue 10.  

8am. Mary Kavanagh, RIP (Anniv) 

10am. Maura Kiely & Pat Galligan, RIP 

Wed 11. 

8am. Paddy & Bridie Hurley, RIP 

10am. Ellen O’Brien, RIP (Birthday Rem) 

Thu 12.  

8am. Special Intention 

10am. Maura Moynihan, RIP (Anniv) 

Fri 13.  

8am. Novena Mass 4. 

10am. Kathleen & Dennis O’Mahony, RIP 

Sat 14.  

10am. Pro Populo. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

 

Timothy Walsh, St Enda’s Road. 

 
Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 

consider dropping a few Euro each week into 
our Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 

 
 

 
 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
mailto:Tel:%20021-4303%20658
mailto:aidan1302@gmail.com


St Vincent de Paul Society Christmas Collection this weekend 

The Society of St Vincent de Paul will hold their Christmas Church door collection this weekend to 

help those who struggle, for one reason or another, to partake in the festivities of Christmas. SVP 

deeply appreciate your support during the year – they appeal now that you be extra generous this 

weekend with this Christmas collection. 

 

Calling Young People to a deeper knowledge of their Faith 

We invite young people who wish to have a more adult understanding of the faith to make contact 

with one of the priests of the parish. They will be directed to where they can, along with people of 

their own age, delve into the mystery - and encounter Jesus, the Risen Lord. Only some kind of 

encounter with Jesus will sustain us in the years ahead as Ireland turns its back on Christ and 

believes more and more that it is sufficient on its own.  

 

Christmas Triduum Mass Cards 

Mass Cards that will remember in a Triduum of Masses all those whom the Cards will reach this 

Christmas are now available in Parish Office (and in Sacristy during weekend Masses). The three 

Masses will be offered on 24th, 25th & 26th December. These Masses will be offered up that God’s 

love and peace may reign in each heart and home over the Christmas period - and throughout the 

New Year. Cards are €2 Euro each – and six for €10.  

 

SMA Calendars for 2020 @ €2 each 

The SMA Fathers have asked us once again to help the missionary work of the Church by selling 

their 2020 Calendar. This Calendar is a very good quality production with Public Holidays and Holy 

Days of Obligation clearly marked out. It is priced at €2 each. A Calendar is a gift much appreciated 

by family members.  

 

Feast of Immaculate Conception transferred to Monday, 9th December 

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception which traditionally is celebrated on 8th December is 

celebrated this year on Monday, 9th December as the Feast falls on a Sunday. Consequently, the 

Feast ceases to be a day when we are obliged to attend Mass. However, this should not stop us 

from wanting to be present at Mass on the 9th December to celebrate this very important Marian 

Feast. The Masses on that day, 9th December are at 8am & 10am.  

 

Christmas Food Collection 

As we enter the season of Advent we make a special appeal to parishioners to donate foodstuffs to 

help the less well-off this Christmas. This food collection is a special feature of preparations for 

Christmas at Gurranabraher parish going back over many years. Please show your concern for the 

less well-off in our community.  

 

Scoil Padre Pio Christmas Carol Service – 17th December @ 11am. 

A very special Christmas Carol Service will take place at Ascension Church on Tuesday, 17th, 

December at 11am. This Carol Service was very successful last year - and with children and 

teachers involved it was a very beautiful event. We invite parishioners to join us on that morning 

as we try to set the right atmosphere for our Christmas celebration.  

 

Review of ‘Safeguarding Children’ in Cork and Ross, 20th - 23rd January 

The Diocese of Cork and Ross has invited the National Board for Safeguarding Children in the 

Catholic Church in Ireland (NBSCCCI) to conduct a review of its safeguarding practice. This review 

will take place from January 20th – 23rd 2020.  

If you have any views about Safeguarding in Cork and Ross, we invite you to come forward to Ms. 

Cleo Yates, Director of Safeguarding, Diocesan Offices, Diocese of Cork and Ross, Redemption 

Road Cork (021 430 1717) or to the NBSCCCI (01-5053124). If you wish to report a child 

safeguarding concern, please contact Ms. Cleo Yates, An Garda Síochána or TUSLA. 

 

Mass Cards available for all occasions  

Mass Cards are available at the Parish Office for all occasion. The intentions are included in Nine 

Masses (Novena) celebrated each month in the parish. Card cost €3 each.  

 

Old Clothes Wanted  

We continue to look for old clothing. The selling on of this old clothing brings in substantial funds 

for the Church roof. These ‘old clothes’ can be left into the Sacristy or at the Parish Office.  

 

Only in God is forgiveness to be found 

We are living in extraordinary times. Almost everyone wishes to make a confession. Shameful 

things are disclosed on ‘chat shows’ and ‘reality programmes’ that only weakens and degrades 

human society. “There is much confession but there is no absolution. Sin confessed but 

unredeemed either leads to despair or is trivialized. We see that despair in the vast anguish that 

fuels an enormous therapeutic industry. Our culture does not need to be taught how to confess; it 

needs to discover where forgiveness can be found. Our culture does not need to further expose 

the stain of its sinfulness; it needs to discover the only ONE who can wash it away – Jesus 

Christ.” May humanity discover again the liberating joy of God’s mercy found only in the Sacrament 

of Confession!  

 

Gurranabraher Website – gurranabraherparish.ie 

We remind parishioners once again that our parish has a live website - gurranabraherparish.ie We 

invite parishioners to visit our site. It will keep you informed and up-to-date on parish activities. Visit 

the Gallery page and see plenty of photos of former parish events. Find the daily readings and visit 

the links provided for sound Catholic faith formation.  


