
    Ascension Parish 

            Gurranabraher, Cork.  

        Sunday, January 5, 2020. 

2nd Sunday after Christmas, (A)  

   

Ten Commandments are engraved upon the human heart  

In our world there are many who do not know God or who consider him 

superfluous, without relevance for their lives; other new gods have been 

fabricated to whom man bows down – and becomes enslaved. The Ten 

Commandments calls us to respect life and protect it against every 

injustice and abuse, recognising the worth of each human person, 

created in the image and likeness of God. 

It was God, through Moses, who gave the people of Israel the Ten Commandments. At 

the Red Sea the people had experienced great deliverance. They had seen first-hand the 

power and faithfulness of God, the God who liberates. Now God himself, upon Mount 

Sinai, indicates to his people (and to all of us) the way to remain free, a path that is 

engraved upon the human heart as a universal moral Law.  

We shouldn't see the Ten Commandments as restriction upon our freedom... We should 

see them as signs for our freedom… They teach us how to avoid the slavery to which the 

many idols that we ourselves build reduce us… They teach us to open ourselves to a 

wider dimension than the material one; to live with respect for others; overcoming the 

greed of power, possessions, and money; to be honest and sincere in our relationships; 

to protect all of creation and to nurture our planet with high, noble, and spiritual ideals. 

Following the Ten Commandments means being faithful to ourselves, to our most authentic 

nature, and walking towards the true freedom that Christ taught us in the Beatitudes.” 

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to €925. 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 

Building Fund collection last weekend 

amounted to €1,115.00. 

 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

 
January 5, 2020. 

 
A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 
 

Farranree 087 096 7177. 

 

 
 

         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

(Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 4, January 

6pm. Bing McDonnell, RIP (50th Anniv)  

Sun 5. 

9am. Maria O’Callaghan, RIP (5th Anniv) 

11.30am. Denis Goulding, RIP (1st Anniv) 

Mon 6. 

8am. Sheila Lynch, RIP 

10am. Betty Lordan, RIP 

Tue 7. 

8am. Christopher Elliott, RIP 

10am. Paul Wall, RIP (Birthday Rem) 

Wed 8. 

8am. Paddy Cunningham, RIP 

10am. Michael, Kathleen and Catherine Allen, RIP 

Thu 9.  

8am. Special Intentions 

10am. Mary & Paul Hogan, RIP 

Fri 10. 

8am. Special Intention 

10am. Ellen O’Brien, RIP (13th Anniv) 

Sat 11.  

10am. Pro Populo. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Deirdre O’Callaghan, St Colmcille Road 

Jeremiah Kelleher, Coppinger’s Acre. 

John Stewart, Churchfield Gardens. 

 
Requiescat in Pace. 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 

consider dropping a few Euro each week into 
our Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 

 
 

 
 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
mailto:Tel:%20021-4303%20658
mailto:aidan1302@gmail.com


Without Jesus man suffers only an aching hunger 

The world’s only hope is Christ, the Infant King, born in Bethlehem… When Bethlehem fades from 

the heart and souls of men, then their starved souls escape to a dead-end transcendence. Look at 

our culture without Christ. Its men and women, especially its young, seek to step beyond their 

flattened world by absorption with ghosts, and zombies; with end of the world obsessions and 

cartoon superheroes. What a pity - for the true Hero is so close - awaiting them in the unintimidating 

face of a Divine Child. Christmas imposes upon every Catholic a solemn obligation: to tell the world 

that our joy, our answer, our peace and our rescue lay in the humility of Bethlehem.   

 

Parishioners of Gurranabraher make gallant efforts for their parish in 2019 

As we begin the New Year, 2020, we wish to thank all parishioners for their gallant efforts in the 

rehabilitation of Ascension Church, Gurranabraher over the past two years. The amount of work 

done in Gurranabraher church is truly remarkable – roof replacement, interior painting and new 

lighting as well as other work in the compound itself. Much of this work was performed by volunteers. 

There are also others who, week in and week out, perform the hidden, menial tasks of church 

maintenance, cleaning, flower arranging, choir, lectors, Ministers of Holy Communion, Sacristan, 

those who open up early each morning. Altar Servers, etc, etc. These are the true heroes who keep 

Ascension parish open. We ask God’s blessing on all of them – may 2020 bring all parishioners joy, 

health and peace. 

 

Calling Young People to a deeper knowledge of their Faith 

We invite young people who wish to have a more adult understanding of the faith to make contact 

with one of the priests of the parish. They will be directed to where they can, along with people of 

their own age, delve into the mystery - and encounter Jesus, the Risen Lord. Only some kind of 

encounter with Jesus is capable of sustaining Catholic faith in the years ahead.  

  

SMA Calendars for 2020 @ €2 each 

The SMA Fathers have asked us to help their missionary work by selling their 2020 Calendar. This 

Calendar is a very good quality production with Public Holidays and Holy Days of Obligation clearly 

marked out. It is priced at €2 each. A Calendar is a gift much appreciated by family members.  

 

Gurranabraher Website – gurranabraherparish.ie 

We remind parishioners once again that our parish has a live website - gurranabraherparish.ie We 

invite parishioners to visit our site. It will keep you informed and up-to-date on parish activities. Visit 

the Gallery page and see plenty of photos of former parish events. Find the daily readings and visit 

the links provided for sound Catholic faith formation.  

 

Old Clothes Wanted  

We continue to look for old clothing. The selling on of this old clothing brings in substantial funds for the Church 

roof. These ‘old clothes’ can be left into the Sacristy or at the Parish Office.  

The Feast of the Epiphany – Monday, January 6.  

This feast commemorates the visit of the pagan, wise men to worship the infant Jesus. It is a hugely 

significant event in that it reveals that this infant King is not only for the Jewish people but a King 

and Messiah for all nations. Research suggests that they had come from the Arabian Peninsula – 

and belonged to a pagan sect that longed for a Messiah. Tradition assigns to them the names 

Caspar, Melchior and Balthassar. The men were astrologers who were looking for the star that 

would lead them to the promised Messiah. According to the Gospel narratives, the wise men 

brought gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh and presented them to the infant in the manger. There 

is huge significance in these gifts that were presented. Gold was a precious and expensive gift; 

traditionally exchanged among royalty – a recognition that Jesus, despite his lowly birth, is King. 

Frankincense is a sweet perfume which was often burned in the temple to worship God – a 

recognition that Jesus should be worshipped. Myrrh was used to keep things fresh – and used by 

the Jews to preserve the body of one who died. It was used by the women to anoint Jesus’ body 

when he died. This presentation is a recognition that this Messiah would suffer and die.  

 

Europe will die if it loses its Christian soul 

In a 1992 speech, the president of the European Commission, Jacques Delors, made a gloomy 

prediction: “If in the next ten years we haven’t managed to give a soul to Europe, to give it a 

spirituality and meaning, the game will be up.” Twenty five years later it survives but maybe only 

just. The Brexit vote in Britain, the growing disillusionment with the idea of a united Europe, the 

shaky Euro currency, the large influx of Muslim immigration to EU countries and the abandonment 

of Christian ideals on which the EU is built all threaten to end the dream of the three great European 

Thinkers and Fathers of the European Union; Robert Schuman (French), Alcide de Gasperi (Italian) 

& Konrad Adenauer (German).  

All three were deep Christian thinkers, who were hugely effected by having witnessed the horrors 

of World War II, and who resolved to work together as individuals and as nations to prevent a 

repeat of the horrors of another war. For them the dream of a closely united Europe was both an 

economic and civilizational concept. They knew that economic cooperation alone would not be 

sufficient to build trust and promote a sustainable unity. They worked to build a Europe that would 

be built on the loftiest of Christian values. The Marian symbolism of the European flag, that fact 

that the treaty was signed in Rome, the cultural centre of the Christian world, and done on the 

Feast of the Annunciation, the day when Christ was conceived, underscores the Christian origin of 

the European project.  

At a reception to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the founding of the EU project, Pope Francis 
reminded European leaders of the vision that inspired those who shaped the EU project. He said 
that: “The founding fathers remind us that Europe is not a conglomeration of rules to obey, or a 
manual of protocols and procedures to follow. It is a way of life, a way of understanding man based 
on his transcendent and inalienable dignity… At the origin of the idea of Europe, we find “the nature 
and the responsibility of the human person, with his ferment of evangelical fraternity…, with his 
desire for truth and justice, honed by a thousand-year-old experience”. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Delors

