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3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time, (A)  

   

We cannot have Jesus on our own terms 

In Ireland, nowadays, so many will explain to you that they are ‘Christian’ yet they live 

their lives with no reference to Jesus Christ, whatsoever. They go from day-to-day without 

ever making any attempt to commune alone with Him; they don’t feel any pressing desire 

to bear public witness to Gospel values - and they do not allow the demands of the Gospel 

influence their thoughts, words and deeds.  

What alone makes a ‘Christian’ Christian is an explicit acceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord 

– the one who alone can bring us into a relationship with God, His Father. (“No one can 

come to the Father, except through me”). It demands also that we live up, (or at least try 

to live up to), the high standards demanded by Jesus. So, if being a Christian is about 

belonging to Jesus Christ, then the words of Jesus can’t be softened or ignored. We can’t 

pick and choose the parts we feel good about – we can’t encounter Jesus on our terms 

alone. We can only have Jesus when we give him everything. If we offer him only a part 

of ourselves, we get nothing – no truth, and no Jesus.” 

Archbishop Chaput writes: “If we can’t in principle accept the possibility of discomfort, 

suffering and even martyrdom, then we’re not disciples of Jesus. We can’t rewrite or 

overlook what Jesus requires in order to follow him … “We can choose to include or 

exclude ourselves from the path of following Jesus. However, Jesus will never stop loving 

us, whatever we choose. But in all of today’s hard moral issues, the terms of our 

relationship with Jesus are not ours to set.” (Archbishop Chaput of Philadlphia) 

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to €825.00 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 

End of Month Building Fund Collection  

this Weekend 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

January 26, 2020. 
 

A priest can be contacted if required  
this Sunday at: 

 
Knocknaheeney 087 654 48 36 

 

 
 

         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

(Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 25, January 

6pm. Mossie Twomey, RIP (Anniv) 

Sun 26. 

9am. Special Intention 

11.30am. Gavin Lawless, RIP (9th anniv) 

Mon 27.  

8am. Special Intention 

10am. Sr Eillen Manley, RIP 

Tue 28. 

8am. Special Intention. 

10am. Joseph & Ellen O’Carroll, RIP 

Wed 29. 

8am. Elizabeth Barrington, RIP (Birthday Rem) 

10am. Michael O’Driscoll, RIP (RIP) 

Thu 30.  

8am. Special Intention. 

10am. Jean Forde, RIP (2nd Anniv). 

Fri 31. 

8am. Special Intention. 

10am. William & Eileen Healy, RIP. 

Sat 1, February.  

10am. Pro Populo. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Aíne McCarthy, Gurranabraher Avenue, 

Mary Kelly, Presentation Road. 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 

consider dropping a few Euro each week into 
our Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 

 
 

 
 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
mailto:Tel:%20021-4303%20658
mailto:aidan1302@gmail.com


End of Month Building Fund Collection this weekend 

The end of the month Building Fund collection to reduce Church debt will take place at all Masses 

this weekend, 26th January. As well as clearing the roof debt this monthly collection will also enable 

us to carry out other essential work such as Church painting, repairing pathways around church and 

renovation of Church window frames. All of these projects need to be addressed ungently to prevent 

further deterioration with escalating costs. We have already accomplished much over the past year 

thanks to your generosity. We ask you to be as generous during the coming year.  

  

Catholic Schools Week (26th January – February 1st) 

The objective of ‘Catholic Schools Week’ is to highlight Catholic Schools as places of faith and 

learning. Every school is a place of learning, but what makes Catholic schools different is that they 

are places where faith in God is part of everything that we do, how we learn, how we play, how we 

treat each other, the kind of people we are. The two things are connected and this is what makes 

Catholic Schools the kind of school they are. 

Archbishop Charles Chaput, current Catholic Archbishop of Philadelphia, in an address to Principals 

of Catholic Schools, in 2018, provided the litmus test of whether a school can be considered Catholic 

or not. He said: “Catholic schools are not only about teaching young people to work hard, contribute 

to society, and be honest and kind to others. Clearly those virtues are important. But they aren’t 

ends in themselves… The goal of all Catholic education is to form young people in a strong Catholic 

faith, a faith rooted in the truth about God and humanity, a faith that can guide them to a fruitful life 

in this world - and that can guide them home one day to the joy of eternal life with God, their Creator. 

Catholic education starts with a simple principle: Facts and achievements are empty, or worse, 

unless they’re embedded in a pattern of meaning. The deepest hunger of the human heart isn’t for 

knowledge but for purpose. This enduring passion for truth is the fire at the heart of all Catholic 

education, from the first day of First Grade forward throughout life.”   

 

First Friday Calls to the Sick and Housebound 

Each month the priests of the parish visit the elderly and housebound. Many of them were once 

strong, active members of this parish community but can no longer attend weekly Mass – and would 

dearly love a visit of the priest. We remind those who have loved ones unable to attend Mass to 

please bring it to the attention of the priests. See front page for telephone numbers. 

 

Calling Young People to a deeper knowledge of their Faith 

We invite young people who wish to have a more adult understanding of the faith to make contact 

with one of the priests of the parish. They will be directed to where they can, along with people of 

their own age, delve into the mystery - and encounter Jesus, the Risen Lord. Only some kind of 

encounter with Jesus will sustain us in the years ahead as Ireland turns its back on Christ and 

believes more and more that it is sufficient on its own.  

 

Early Start & Pre-School Classes at Scoil Padre Pio 

Enrollment has now begun for free Early Start/Pre-School Classes in Scoil Padre Pio for this 

coming September. Please call to School Secretary for application form. 

Fr Aidan out-of-action for some time  

Fr Aidan Vaughan will be out of action for some time as he enters hospital on this Monday for a 

‘knee replacement’. Fr Aidan has been in pain for some time. We pray for Fr Aidan that the surgery 

will be very successful and that he will make a good recovery. The prayers and thoughts of the 

Parish community will be with him over the next few weeks.   

Totus Tuus Pilgrimage to Fatima.  

September 5th to 12th. Flights from Cork. Day trips to Balasar, Valinhos/Aljustrel, Eucharistic 

Miracle of Santarem, and St Anthony's birth place in Lisbon. Limited places. Spiritual Director: Fr 

Marius O'Reilly. Price €699 if booked before Feb 10th. Call Damien on 087 204 9048. 

Penny Dinners Fundraiser – this Sunday, January 26, 2020  

Wellness and craft fair in aid of Cork Penny Dinners at The Metropole Hotel MacCurtain Street, on 

Sunday the 26th of January from 12.00pm till 5.00pm. On the day readings, massages, kinesiology, 

reflexology and various treatments, hair styling, nail art, crystals, jewellery books, jams, hats and 

accessories and much more, music on the day. Admission €5. Kids go free. All proceeds on the 

day go to Cork Penny Dinners. We look forward to see you there. 

Old Clothes Wanted  

We continue to look for old clothing. The selling on of this old clothing brings in substantial funds 

for the Church roof. These ‘old clothes’ can be left into the Sacristy or at the Parish Office.  

Eucharistic Adoration each Friday                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

There is ‘Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament’ at the Fatima Chapel each Friday, beginning after 

the 10am Mass - and concluding at 6pm. Pope Benedict spoke of the necessity of Eucharistic 

Adoration “in order to help the world rediscover again the face and love of God.” We invite all 

parishioners to come at any time during these hours of adoration and spend some time with Jesus 

says: “Come to me all you who labour and are overburdened – and find rest for your souls.” 

Mass Cards available for all occasions 

Mass Cards are available at the Parish Office for all occasion, RIP, Get Well, Birthdays, 

Anniversaries, Exams, etc. – the intentions are included in Nine Masses (Novena) celebrated each 

month in the parish. Card cost €3. 

Meals on Wheels  

Gurranabraher Meals on Wheels delivers hot, nutritious meals daily to many of our senior 

neighbours in the Churchfield/Gurranabraher/Blarney Street area. If you or someone you know 

would like to avail of this service please contact us at 087 267 5476 or 021 430 1037. We can also 

be contacted at gurranabrahermealsonwheels@gmail.com  

mailto:gurranabrahermealsonwheels@gmail.com

