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        Sunday, January 12, 2020. 

   Baptism of the Lord, (A)  

   

Feast of Baptism of the Lord Jesus 

John the Baptist is the last of the prophets of the Old Testament whose special assignment from 

God was to prepare a people for the arrival of the long-awaited Messiah of Israel – and to make 

him know when at last he came.  John’s message was “Repent for the Kingdom of God is ‘close at 

hand”. Those who came to him underwent a symbolic washing (baptism) as a mark of desiring 

to come away from sin and as a sign of sorrow for what their sins had done. However, it was not 

the baptism that we have undergone. John’s baptism was unable to forgive actual sin; it was unable 

to undo the effects of original sin - and was unable to restore us to a life of grace and communion 

with God our Creator. Only Christ’s death and resurrection and the baptism that springs from that 

event was able to accomplish the above.  

Why then did Jesus, (The Messiah), go to John the Baptist for baptism since He was sinless? 

Indeed, John the Baptist intuitively knew that there was something very wrong in Jesus coming to 

him. When John protested; Jesus replied, "Let it be so for now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfil 

all righteousness." John reluctantly consented and baptized Jesus - and at that moment the skies 

opened and a voice is heard from the heavens saying: “This is my beloved Son – listen to him”.  

God uses John’s baptism in the river Jordan then as the inauguration ceremony initiating the 

Messianic Age. Jesus, [at the age of thirty years], is about to begin in earnest the work of undoing 

the sin of our first parents and restoring the communion that existed between Creator and creature 

in the beginning. At the river Jordan, in full view of the large crowds, there is divine confirmation 

from Heaven that Jesus is indeed the Messiah long-awaited by the Jews.  

“This is my Beloved Son – Listen to Him” 

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to €1,065.00. 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 

Thanks once again to Eily Morris and 

supporters for raising the sum of 

€500. for Church during the 

month of December. 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

 
January 12, 2020. 

 
A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 
 

Gurranabraher 085 804 1951 

 

 
 

         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

(Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 11, January 

6pm. Helen McCarthy, RIP 

Sun 12. 

9am. Ellen O’Connor, RIP (53rd Anniv) 

11.30am. Noreen Dalton, RIP (Month’s Mind) 

Mon 13. 

8am. For members of Cahalane family. 

10am. John & Bridget O’Brien, RIP 

Tue 14. 

8am. For Egan Family’s Intentions. 

10am. Frank O’Leary, RIP  

Wed 15. 

8am. John Stewart, RIP 

10am. Gussie & Margaret McCarthy, RIP 

Thu 16.  

8am. Timothy & Sheila O’Farrell, RIP 

10am. Michella Swaine’s Intentions. 

Fri 17. 

8am. Special Intention 

10am. Nora Ahern (Get Well)        

Sat 18.  

10am. Pro Populo. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Deirdre O’Callaghan, St Colmcille Road 

Kathleen Cronin, St Anthony’s Road 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 

consider dropping a few Euro each week into 
our Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 

 
 

 
 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

http://christianity.about.com/od/newtestamentpeople/p/johnthebaptist.htm
mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
mailto:Tel:%20021-4303%20658
mailto:aidan1302@gmail.com


Calling Young People to a deeper knowledge of their Faith 

We invite young people who wish to have a more adult understanding of the faith to make contact 

with one of the priests of the parish. They will be directed to where they can, along with people of 

their own age, delve into the mystery - and encounter Jesus, the Risen Lord. Only some kind of 

encounter with Jesus will sustain us in the years ahead as Ireland turns its back on Christ and 

believes more and more that it is sufficient on its own.  

 

Pope John Paul II Achievement Award  

On Wednesday, 12 November 2019, The Diocese Cork and Ross launched the Pope John Paul II 

Achievement Award for young people. This award is being run very successfully in many other 

dioceses in Ireland. It is aimed at helping young people enhance their spiritual, physical, emotional 

and social development through participation in school, parish and community activities. As well as 

the feeling of personal achievement that a participant will gain from taking part in the Award, 

participation will help demonstrate the young person’s commitment to a task and goal. 

Who is the Award for? The Pope John Paul II Award is for boys and girls between the age of 16 and 

18. It is non-competitive, flexible and voluntary and requires an ongoing commitment to do 

something for others for a period of time. Awards are earned by taking part in parish and social 

activities – 1 hour per week over 8, 14 or 20 weeks. There are Three Awards – Gold, Silver & Bronze. 

If any young person is interested in achieving this award we ask them to talk to one of the priests, 

Fr Tomás or Fr Aidan. 

Without Jesus man suffers only an aching hunger 

The world’s only hope is Christ, the Infant King, born in Bethlehem… When Bethlehem fades from 

the heart and souls of men, then their starved souls escape to a dead-end transcendence. Look at 

our culture without Christ. Its men and women, especially its young, seek to step beyond their 

flattened world by absorption with ghosts, and zombies; with end of the world obsessions and 

cartoon superheroes. What a pity - for the true Hero is so close - awaiting them in the unintimidating 

face of a Divine Child. Christmas imposes upon every Catholic a solemn obligation: to tell the world 

that our joy, our answer, our peace and our rescue lay in the humility of Bethlehem.   

SMA Calendars for 2020 @ €2 each 

The SMA Fathers have asked us to help their missionary work by selling their 2020 Calendar. This 

Calendar is a very good quality production with Public Holidays and Holy Days of Obligation clearly 

marked out. It is priced at €2 each. A Calendar is a gift much appreciated by family members.  

 

Gurranabraher Website – gurranabraherparish.ie 

We remind parishioners again that our parish has a live website - gurranabraherparish.ie We invite 

parishioners to visit our site. It will keep you informed and up-to-date on parish activities. Visit the 

Gallery page and see plenty of photos of former parish events. Find the daily readings and visit the 

links provided for sound Catholic faith formation.  

First Friday Calls to the Sick and Housebound 

Each month the priests of the parish visit the elderly and housebound. Many of them were once 

strong, active members of this parish community but can no longer attend weekly Mass – and 

would dearly love a visit of the priest. We remind those who have loved ones unable to attend Mass 

to please bring it to the attention of the priests. See front page for telephone numbers. 

Tuesday Prayer Group 
The Tuesday Prayer Group that meet at the Parish Office will resume praying on this Tuesday, 28 
January, 2020 @ 7.30pm.  project 

Hamper Raffle at Christmas Market at Parochial Hall 
Ascension Parish thanks very sincerely the lady volunteers involved in the acquisition of Hampers 
- and the subsequent Raffling of them at the Christmas Market at the Parochial Hall just before 
Christmas. It was a remarkably successful project to raise funds for Church roof. It realised the 
sum of €450.00. We thank very sincerely all the little ventures that went on in 2019 to raise funds 
for the renovation of our beautiful parish church. May God bless all involved.    

Old Clothes Wanted  

We continue to look for old clothing. The selling on of this old clothing brings in substantial funds 

for the Church roof. These ‘old clothes’ can be left into the Sacristy or at the Parish Office.  

Eucharistic Adoration each Friday 

There will be ‘Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament’ at the Fatima Chapel each Friday, beginning 

after the 10am Mass - and concluding at 6pm. Pope Benedict spoke of the necessity of Eucharistic 

Adoration “in order to help the world rediscover again the face and love of God.” We invite all 

parishioners to come at any time during these hours of adoration and spend some time with the 

Lord. Jesus says: “Come to me all you who labour and are overburdened – come and find rest for 

your souls.” 

Mass Cards available for all occasions 

Mass Cards are available at the Parish Office for all occasion, RIP, Get Well, Birthdays, 

Anniversaries, Exams, etc. – the intentions are included in Nine Masses (Novena) celebrated each 

month in the parish. Card cost €3. 

Meals on Wheels  

Gurranabraher Meals on Wheels delivers hot, nutritious meals daily to many of our senior 

neighbours in the Churchfield/Gurranabraher/Blarney Street area. If you or someone you know 

would like to avail of this service please contact us at 087 267 5476 or 021 430 1037. We can also 

be contacted at gurranabrahermealsonwheels@gmail.com We also look for volunteers to help us 

run this service – particularly drivers to deliver meal.  

Pre-Baptism Instruction compulsory for those who wish to have Infant Baptised  

A Pre-Baptism Instruction is compulsory for all those who wish to have their children baptized.  If living in the 

parish this instruction takes place in their own home – if outside the parish it takes place in the Parish Office. 

 

mailto:gurranabrahermealsonwheels@gmail.com

