
       Ascension Parish 

                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

           Sunday, March 1, 2020. 

       1st Sunday of Lent (A)  

 

Lent – A time to recognise the destructive nature of Sin 

In his 2020 Lenten Message Pope Francis reminds us that Lent is a season of grace that God 

gives his children to renew us in spirit. Lent calls us to look at our lives and consider where we are 

in our relationship with God and with all creation. He said: “When we live as children of God, 

redeemed, led by the Holy Spirit (cf. Rom 8:14) and capable of acknowledging and obeying God’s 

law, beginning with the law written on our hearts and in nature, we also benefit creation by 

cooperating in its redemption… Indeed, when we fail to live as children of God, we often behave 

in a destructive way towards our neighbours and other creatures since we begin to think more or 

less consciously that we can use them as we will. Intemperance then takes the upper hand: we 

start to live a life that exceeds those limits imposed by our human condition and nature itself. We 

yield to those untrammelled desires that the Book of Wisdom sees as typical of the ungodly, those 

who act without thought for God or hope for the future (cf. 2:1-11). Unless we tend constantly 

towards Easter, towards the horizon of the Resurrection, the mentality takes over expressed in the 

slogans “I want it all and I want it now!” Sin, which from its first appearance has disrupted our 

communion with God, with others and with creation itself.. This rupture of communion with God 

likewise undermines our harmonious relationship with the environment in which we are called to 

live, so that the garden has become a wilderness (cf. Gen 3:17-18). Sin leads man to consider 

himself the god of creation, to see himself as its absolute master and to use it, not for the purpose 

willed by the Creator but for his own interests, to the detriment of other creatures. The path to 

Easter demands that we renew our faces and hearts as Christians through repentance, conversion 

and forgiveness, so as to live fully the abundant grace of the paschal mystery. 

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to €895.00 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 

End of Month Building Fund Collection 

this weekend €1,080.00. 

 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

 
March 1, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Gurranabraher 085 804 1951 

 

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

(Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 29, February 

6pm. Michael Wall, RIP (1st Anniv) 

Sun 1, March. 

9am. Special Intention 

11.30am. Special Intentions of Egan Family. 

Mon 2.  

8am. Novena Mass 1. 

10am. Michael Dineen, RIP (43rd Anniv) 

Tue 3. 

8am. Michéal (Haulie) O’Keeffe, RIP  

10am. Michael O’Mahony’s Intentions. 

Wed 4. 

8am. For God’s blessings on Egan family.  

10am. Kitty Gould and her grandson, Eric, RIP.  

Thu 5.  

8am. Novena Mass 2. 

10am. Theresa O’Sullivan, RIP (7th Anniv) 

Fri 6. 

8am. Fr Aidan Vaughan’s Intentions. 

10am. Martha O’Donoghue, RIP (31st Anniv) 

Sat 7, 

10am. Pro Populo. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Michael Mullane, Templeacre Avenue. 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 
consider dropping a few Euro each week 

into our Credit Union Account – 
Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 

A/c No. 02255200. 
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Novena to Matt Talbot 
On Monday 2nd March, the Annual Novena in honour of Matt Talbot, will begin in The Way of the 
Cross Church, Togher, with Mass and Novena prayers at 7.30 p.m. The celebrant and preacher will 
be an tAth. Liam Ó hIcí, P.P Ovens/Farran. The novena is organised by Cork Regional Pioneer 
Council, and we ask for Matt's help and intercession for all the needs of our lives.  
 
Relay for Life 

UCC Cancer Society will be holding a fundraiser open to people of all ages in aid of the Irish Cancer 

Society in the Mardyke Arena, Western Road, Cork beginning on Friday 6th March @ 6pm – and 

continuing until Saturday 7th @ 12 pm. A team of up to 10 people, raise a minimum of €100 (i.e. 

€10 per person). Lots of live music and entertainment - midnight soccer tournament, zumba, 

wellness morning etc! It brings the community together to celebrate the lives of cancer survivors, 

remember loved ones lost to cancer and fight back by raising money for research and services. 

Contact register a team contact Shauna on 087-6172921 or email relayforlife@uccsocieties.ie 

 
Mount Cara (Cara House) 

Mount Cara is a twenty-five bed facility located on the northside of Cork City adjacent to the North 

Monastery School and situated on the grounds of Cork and Ross Diocesan Offices. Mount Cara 

offers respite, convalescence and continuing care. To check for availability and for further 

information, please contact Eilís Brennan 021 4395737 or administration@mountcara.ie 

 

Holy Hour of Adoration – Each Thursday from 7pm – 8pm. 

During this Holy Hour, (mostly in silence), we bring before the Lord those who are sick and in need 

of healing. We pray too for stable and happy marriages - and also for vocations to the priesthood 

and religious life. We particularly appeal to parishioners during this Lenten Season to come and 

pray for family members who have drifted away from the faith and who seemed to have rejected 

God’s friendship. Such people are desperately in need of God’s mercy – For their eternity with God 

in Heaven is at stake.  

 

Carona Virus and other Sicknesses 

At a time of year when numerous illnesses are abroad – most particularly the Carona virus that 

threatens to reach pandemic proportions people should use common sense in their day-to-day 

activities. A few simple procedures can reduce considerably risks of contamination: i) Ensure all 

hard surfaces that are frequently touched, such as door handles, hand rails, taps, etc, are cleaned 

regularly with a household detergent or antiseptic wipes. If you feel  the symptoms of flu or virus it 

is advised they do not visit the sick to avoid compromising both your own health and the health of 

the person they are visiting or their families. 

Remember, those who have flu are under no obligation to go to Mass. If you have the flu, please 

stay at home, rest, stay well hydrated and, if necessary, seek your doctor’s help. Mass is available 

via different Internet websites. 

Peaceful Prayer Vigil outside Cork Maternity Hospital 

A vigil of prayer for the protection of the unborn baby will start on this Ash Wednesday, 26th 

February outside the gates of Cork University Maternity Hospital, Wilton, and continue each day 

for the Forty Days of Lent between the hours of 8am and 8pm. 

If you would like to sign up for one hour of Prayer at any time over these forty days, please register 

on line by visiting: 40daysforlife.com or email: barrymurphyk88@gmail.com You can also ring or 

text Kate at 086-7322192. A number of hour prayer slots are available, please register to help the 

organizers co-ordinate the 12 hours of prayer over the 40 days - so as to ensure the cycle of prayer 

is not broken and volunteers are spread out during the campaign. Parishes and prayer groups are 

invited to lead particular days. 

 

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje – June 9th – 16th 2020 

A 7-day Parish Pilgrimage to Medjugorje will take place from June 9th to 16th 2020. The Pilgrimage 

will be from Cork Airport. Total cost is €725.00. For further details contact Mr Roger Power at 021 

430 9544. 

 

Visiting the Sick and Housebound 

Each month the priests of the parish visit the elderly and housebound. Many of them were once 

strong, active members of this parish community but can no longer attend weekly Mass – and 

would dearly love a visit of the priest. We remind those who have loved ones unable to attend Mass 

to please bring it to the attention of the priests. See front page for telephone numbers. 

 

A United Europe must not be a Monoculture 

Globalist do not want a multiplicity of multifarious national cultures; they want a melting pot in which 

all cultures meld into a global culture in which everyone wears the same global brands of clothing, 

shops at the same global chains, watches the same global movies and TV programs, plays the 

same global games, and listens to the same global music. What they want, in fact, is not any real 

form of multiculturalism but a worldwide monoculture of standardized people, reduced to being 

mere consumers of the bread and circuses that the global plutocracy provides for them. This mad 

and manic monoculture is what the globalists call multiculturalism. 

In contrast, the subsidiarist view of multiculturalism as envisaged by Alexander Solzhenitsyn and 

those of a kindred spirit calls for the thriving of independent national, regional, and local cultures. 

It calls for a Europe of the Nations and not a European Union. It seeks a patchwork-quilt cultural 

landscape in which local customs and cuisines flourish and are not mown down by the globalist 

insistence on standardization by a low standard in which the global brand is invariably bland. 

When all is said and done, the globalists only seek temporary multiculturalism as a means to a 

global monoculture. Theirs is a false and sinister multiculturalism designed to destroy the authentic 

multiplicity of cultures, the latter of which have grown organically from the soil and soul of their 

people. (Joseph Pearce). 
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