
       Ascension Parish 

                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

           Sunday, February 9, 2020. 

5th Sunday of Ordinary Time (A)  

   

God is the meaning of the Universe and the Hope of Humanity  

God is not a mere dream: He is not a hypothesis or the projection of our hopes and dreams upon 

the frail canvas of illusion. He is the meaning of the universe and the hope of humanity. He gives 

a cosmic undergirding to the ideals of truth, justice and righteousness which point like slanting 

arrows of light to the Source from which they emanate. “To know God”, said Dante, is to learn how 

to make our lives eternal.” Long before Dante, St John, the Evangelist, proclaimed this important 

truth… ‘This is life eternal: that they may know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 

thou has sent’. 

A deity without personality, and hence, without consciousness, is no more capable of awakening 

the sense of religion in the heart of man than is the all-pervading air or the universal force of 

gravitation. Hence, all attempts to substitute the cosmos or nature – even when written with capitals 

– for a personal deity are so many arrows aimed at the heart of religion. Man can admire the 

autumnal colouring of a tree, the fragrance of a rose or the beauty of the sunset. He can no more 

talk to them, however, than he can to a stick or a stone. Personality, consciousness, intelligence 

the power to hear and the power to answer, constitute then the core of the concept of a deity 

required for religious purposes.  

Religion is essentially a personal relationship between a creature and his Creator – between man 

his God.  In this union of the soul with God in perfect love which constitutes the end of all religious 

striving, a union approximated in this life by high moral perfection and achieved in the next life by 

the soul experiencing a joy that no tongue can describe.” (John A. O’Brien – The Road to Damascus)  

 

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to €1,105.00. 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 

2nd Collection last week for  

Bishop’s Office amounted to €580. 

 

2nd collection this weekend  

for Lourdes Infirm Fund. 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

 
February 9, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Cathedral 087 238 1187 

 

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

(Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 8, February 

6pm. Molly & Denis O’Sullivan, RIP  

Sun 9. 

9am. Special Intention 

11.30am. Julia & Con Collins, RIP 

Mon 10.  

8am. Novena Mass 3. 

10am. Paddy Hession, RIP 

Tue 11. 

8am. Fr Aidan Vaughan’s Intentions. 

10am. Robert Hayes, RIP (2nd Anniv) 

Wed 12. 

8am. Francey Caulfield, RIP 

10am. Elizabeth (Lily) Babbington’s Intentions. 

Thu 13.  

8am. Special Intention 

10am. Bridget McCarthy, RIP (Anniv) 

Fri 14. 

8am. Novena Mass 4.  

10am. Tom, Kathleen & Sheila Daly, RIP 

Sat 15, 

10am. Pro Populo. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Ted O’Callaghan, Orrery Road. 

Kathleen Cotter, Barret’s Buildings. 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 

consider dropping a few Euro each week into 
our Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 

 
 

 
 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
mailto:Tel:%20021-4303%20658
mailto:aidan1302@gmail.com


 

Special Mass for the Sick – this Tuesday, February 11th at 2.30pm 

On Tuesday, February 11th, the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, there will be a special Mass for the 

sick and housebound at Gurranabraher parish church, starting at 2.30pm. Light refreshments will 

be provided afterwards. We invite the sick and the housebound to come to the Mass on that 

afternoon and receive the Anointing for the Sick. Transport will be provided for those who have no 

way of getting to the Mass. This is a regular event in many parishes - and it brings people out on 

that day who have lost contact with fellow parishioners. We hope that many of our elderly/sick will 

be present on this special day – designated as World Day of the Sick. If you are coming – and if you 

need transport – please let us know by ringing 021 - 430 3655 or 085 804 1951 

 
Collection this weekend for Lourdes Infirm fund 
To coincide with the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, February 11th, a special collection will be taken 
up in all parishes in the diocese next weekend. This collection allows hundreds of ill/special needs 
persons travel each year to the great Marian Shrine at Lourdes, in France. We appeal to you to be 
generous to this collection. 

 
Lourdes 2018 – Young Adult Helpers.  

The Diocese of Cork and Ross invites Young Adults 18-25 year olds to come to Lourdes as helpers 

from 12th to 17th June, 2020.  As helpers you will assist with the sick and be involved in the full 

pilgrimage programme; as well as time for prayer, for making new friends and sharing in the story 

of Lourdes. Limited number of places. Closing date for applicants is 28th February 2018. This 

volunteering for Lourdes has proven to be a life-changing experience for many young people who 

have gone there. And they show it by returning to help the sick year after year in Lourdes. If 

interested please see Fr Tomás Walsh.  

 

Death of Parishioner in Church compound 

On Thursday morning – while returning home after attending 8am Mass, Ms Kathleen Cotter, had a 

fall on the Church compound. While she did not appear to have any serious injuries; in view of her 

advanced age, it was thought advisable to have an ambulance sent for. Kathleen was taken to 

hospital - and died a number of hours later. The lady attended Mass each morning making her way 

up the steep hill from Barrett’s Buildings to the Church. Her death causes much pain for the parish 

community not only because of the suddenness and the location of the accident - but also because 

she was a gentle, devout member of our parish community. People like Kathleen are the rear gems 

found in every parish. The parish community extends its deepest sympathy to Kathleen’s sister and 

her extended family. Her Funeral Mass will be celebrated on Tuesday @ 11am.   

 

Early Start & Pre-School Classes at Scoil Padre Pio 

Enrollment has now begun for free Early Start/Pre-School Classes in Scoil Padre Pio for this coming 

September. Please call to School Secretary for application form. 

 

Totus Tuus Pilgrimage to Fatima.  

September 5th to 12th. Flights from Cork. Day trips to Balasar, Valinhos/Aljustrel, Eucharistic 

Miracle of Santarem, and St Anthony's birth place in Lisbon. Limited places. Spiritual Director: Fr 

Marius O'Reilly. Price €699 if booked before Feb 10th. Call Damien on 087 204 9048. 

 

Outing to Guagán Barra on Easter Monday 

A day outing to Guagán Barra, (just like last year), is being organized for Easter Monday, 13th April. 

The bus will leave from Gurranabraher Church at 10.30pm. There will be Mass at the Oratory at 

Gúgán Barra at 3pm. Soup, sandwiches and music will be provided after the Mass. Bus back in 

Cork at 11pm. For those interested in the Camino (walk) from outside Ballingeary to Guagán Barra 

(a 7km walk through spectacular scenery) - this will be facilitated. Cost €23. First 50 names 

accepted. Seamus O’Brien and Michael Walsh will be in church to take names on weekend of 

15/16 and 22/23 February. For further information contact Seamus at 087 663 8615. 

 

Wanted old laptop Computers 

Wanted old Laptop computers to rescue useful parts that can be used to repair computers in a 

Nigerian school. These old laptops can be left into the sacristy. 

 

Marthe Robin – one of the 20th Century’s great Spiritual figures  

Marthe Robin, (1902-1981), is one of the great French spiritual figures of the 20th century. 

Paralysed from illness from her youth she suffered deeply. Coming from a rural region, Drôme, 

Marthe Robin was a daughter of the soil. She lived by the rhythm of the seasons and the work 

of the farm, close to nature and animals. She developed an intense personal relationship with God 

from a very early age. Full of common sense, she joined a deep spirituality to a realistic attitude to 

all trials and sufferings thanks to her rural upbringing. In 1928, in the very midst of her suffering 

she underwent an interior change. In the course of a visit from two priests, she had an experience 

of the infinite love of God for her. This intimate spiritual experience changed her life profoundly. 

Right up to her death in 1981, Marthe would never again leave the darkness of her little room in 

the farmhouse of “La Plaine.” There she received more and more visitors, drawn by her ability to 

listen and to counsel, and her radiant spiritual influence. Marthe had an intense mystical life. In her 

flesh and in her soul she experienced an ever greater union with God. In life and even more so in 

death, this Servant of God, drew many people to her – and through her to Our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Read more about this great 20th Figure – Marthe Robin.  

First Friday Calls to the Sick and Housebound 

Each month the priests of the parish visit the elderly and housebound. Many of them were once 

strong, active members of this parish community but can no longer attend weekly Mass – and 

would dearly love a visit of the priest. We remind those who have loved ones unable to attend Mass 

to please bring it to the attention of the priests. See front page for telephone numbers. 


