
       Ascension Parish 

                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

           Sunday, March 8, 2020. 

       2nd Sunday of Lent (A)  

 

Amid privations we more easily experience God’s faithful presence  

 In the holy season of Lent, the Church sets out once 

again on the path leading to Easter. With Jesus as her 

guide, and walking in His footsteps, she invites us to 

cross the desert. 

The history of salvation has given the desert a profound 

religious meaning. Under the leadership of Moses and 

later, enlightened by other Prophets, the Chosen People 

were able, amid privations and sufferings, to experience 

God’s faithful presence and His mercy. They fed upon 

the bread which came down from Heaven and quenched their thirst with the water which 

sprang from the rock. The People of God grew in faith and in hope for the coming of the 

Messiah who would redeem them. 

It was also in the desert that John the Baptist preached, and the crowds came to him in 

order to receive in the waters of the Jordan the baptism of repentance. The desert was 

the place for a conversion aimed at welcoming the One who comes to triumph over the 

sorrow and death which are the wages of sin. Jesus, the Messiah of the poor whom He 

fills with good things (cf. Lk 1:53), began His mission by becoming like those who are 

hungry and thirsty in the desert.   (Pope John Paul II, 1993) 

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to €1,000. 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

March 8, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Gurranabraher 085 804 1951 

 

 
 

         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

(Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 7, March 

6pm. Edward (Neddzer) O’Doherty, RIP (3rd Anniv) 

Sun 8,  

9am. Michael Collins, RIP (34th Anniv) 

11.30am. Stephen Burdock, RIP 

Mon 9.  

8am. Novena Mass 3.  

10am. Philomena Molly, RIP (Month’s Mind) 

Tue 10. 

8am. Betty O’Keeffe, RIP (Anniv) 

10am. John & Julia McGrath, RIP 

Wed 11. 

8am. Egan Family Intentions.  

10am. Noel Twomey, RIP 

Thu 12.  

8am. Holy Souls. 

10am. James & Jimmy O’Keeffe, RIP  

Fri 13. 

8am. Novena Mass 4. 

10am. Kathleen Cotter, RIP 

Sat 14, 

10am. Pro Populo. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 
consider dropping a few Euro each week 

into our Credit Union Account – 
Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 

A/c No. 02255200. 
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Mount Cara (Cara House) 

Mount Cara is a twenty-five bed facility located on Redemption Road situated on the grounds of 

Cork and Ross Diocesan Offices. Mount Cara offers respite, convalescence and continuing care to 

the elderly. To check for availability and for further information contact Eilís Brennan 021 4395737 

or administration@mountcara.ie 

 

Holy Hour of Adoration – Each Thursday from 7pm – 8pm. 

During this Holy Hour, (mostly in silence), we bring before the Lord those who are sick and in need 

of healing. We pray for stable and happy marriages - and also for vocations to the priesthood and 

religious life. We particularly appeal to parishioners during this Lenten Season to come and pray for 

family members who have drifted away from the faith and who seemed to have rejected God’s 

friendship. Such people are desperately in need of God’s mercy. 

 

Novena Masses 

We wish to encourage more of our parishioners to use the Novena Mass Cards for different 

occasion. These cards are deeply appreciated by people are times of anniversaries of deaths, at 

times of sickness, at times of death itself, at birthdays, exams or just to say ‘Thank You’ to those 

who have been good to us. At difficult moments it is nice to know that you have the support of the 

believing community. 

 

Stations of the Cross 

Each Friday during Lent we will have the Stations of the Cross at 6pm. This sorrowful journey with 

the Lord Jesus on his way to death by crucifixion at Calvary, can be done in atonement for the evil 

in our world. It can also be done for relatives and friends who have rejected God’s friendship. Let us 

offer our prayers and sufferings to God that our loved ones will find faith.  

 

Carona Virus and other Sicknesses 

At a time of year when numerous illnesses are abroad – most particularly the Corona virus that 

threatens to reach pandemic proportions - people should use common sense in their day-to-day 

activities. A few simple procedures can reduce considerably risks of contamination: i) Wash hands 

regularly using soap and warm water ii) Ensure all hard surfaces that are frequently touched, such 

as door handles, hand rails, taps, etc, are cleaned regularly with a household detergent or antiseptic 

wipes. iii) Do not cough and sneeze directly into your hands use tissues and dispose of them 

afterwards. iv) Avoid as much as possible making contact with your face. If you feel the symptoms 

of flu or virus it is advised that you do not visit the sick to avoid compromising both your own health 

and the health of the person you are visiting or their families. 

Remember, those who have flu are under no obligation to go to Mass. If you have flu-like symptoms 

please stay at home, rest, stay well hydrated and, if necessary, seek your doctor’s help. Mass is 

available daily via different internet websites and on the Catholic Channel, EWTN. 

Mí na Gaelige 

“As we celebrate our Irish heritage during the month of March each year, (Mí na Gaelige), it is 

important to remember the part language and culture plays in the lives of people. An old Irish 

proverb describes it succinctly “Tír gán Cultúr tir gán t-anam” Without culture we have no soul – 

nothing to guide us through each succeeding generation – nothing to link us to the past or to chart 

the course for the future. 

“A United Nations report claims that nine-tenths of the languages now spoken will become extinct 

in the next hundred years. Most endangered languages have a very small number of speakers… 

It is painful to imagine how the world must look to these individuals. They are orphaned in eternity; 

wiped clean of memory, their existence reduced to the exigency of the moment… The culture of a 

community is what unites the dead with those yet to be born. The death of a culture is an uncanny 

event, for it erases not only the future but also the past - that is the hopes and fears, the sweat and 

sacrifice of countless generation whose lives no longer can be remembered, for no living being will 

sing their songs or tell their stories.”   

 

Bishop Gavin announces changes in format of Corpus Christi Procession 

In a recent letter from Bishop Fintan Gavin to parishioners he related how since becoming Bishop 

of Cork and Ross in June 2019, he has had a number of conversations with different groups in the 

diocese. One of the things brought to his attention has been the lack of reverence and decorum 

which has grown around the Annual Corpus Christi Eucharistic Procession held in June each year. 

Bishop Fintan wrote: “One of the matters which has been raised with me from early on by many 

people is the Annual Eucharistic Procession which has taken place on the streets of Cork since 

1926. As I listen to parishioners and clergy throughout the city I hear a strong conviction that Daunt 

Square is no longer the most appropriate place to hold a prayerful and respectful time of worship 

of the Blessed Sacrament… Taking the Procession through the commercial heart of the city while 

the wider culture continues with its afternoon activities is also not appropriate any longer. Late last 

year, I established a working group to make recommendations to me about different aspects of the 

Eucharistic Procession including its liturgy, the logistics of the route and how to communicate any 

proposed changes that would follow. Following from these planning meetings, I can now let you 

know that the Annual Eucharistic Procession will take place on Sunday 7th June. This year the 

Annual Eucharistic Procession will begin in St. Mary's Church, Pope's Quay and follow a route 

along Mulgrave Road towards the Cathedral of St. Mary and St. Anne. The Procession will 

conclude with a period of guided prayer, a homily and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament in the 

Cathedral itself. The working group and Procession Committee will continue to work together to 

revitalise and reinvigorate this cherished part of Cork's spiritual tradition. I am asking parishes to 

ensure a renewed support and participation at the Annual Eucharistic Procession and to involve 

as many people and different groups as possible for this year's Eucharistic Procession.” Let us 

here in Gurranabraher make our own distinctive contribution to this Procession in its new format 

so that the faith will indeed invigorate the life of the Christian community in this city.   
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