
       Ascension Parish 

                Gurranabraher, Cork.               

           Sunday, March 15, 2020. 

      3rd Sunday of Lent (A)  

 
St Patrick, Patron of Ireland - and one of the world’s most popular Saints. 

Patrick, Apostle of Ireland, was born in 387 probably in 
Wales and died in Downpatrick, Co Down in March, 461. 
As a boy, (of fourteen or so), he was captured by a raiding 
party and taken to Ireland as a slave to herd and tend 
sheep. Ireland at this time was a land of druids and 
pagans. He learned the language and practices of the 
people who held him. In captivity Patrick turned to God in 
prayer. He wrote: "The love of God grew in me more and 
more, as did the faith, and my soul was elevated, so that, 
in a single day, I more than one hundred times… "I prayed 

in the woods and on the mountain, even before dawn." Patrick's captivity lasted until he was twenty, 
when he escaped after having a dream from God in which he was told to leave Ireland by going to 
the coast. There he found some sailors who took him back to Britain, where he was reunited with 
his family.  
Some years later he had another dream in which the people of Ireland were calling out to him "We 
beg you, ‘Holy Youth’, to come and walk among us once more." Now as a youth full of faith he 
began his studies for the priesthood. He was ordained priest and then ordained bishop and arrived 
back in Ireland in 432.  
Patrick and his disciples preached the Good News of Jesus Christ which deeply touched the hearts 
of the pagan Irish - and many converted to the Christian faith that brought liberation from 
superstition, fear and the powers of darkness. Even Clan Chiefs, their families, and entire kingdoms 
converted to Christianity when hearing Patrick's message. Patrick was a humble man, whose love 
and total devotion to and trust in, God should be a shining example to each of us. He feared 
nothing, not even death, so complete was his trust in God, and of the importance of his mission.  

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to €985.00 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 

2nd Collection this weekend for the 

different Apostolates run by Irish Bishops 

– such as Prisoners, Immigrants, 

Emmigrants, etc. 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

March 15, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Knocknaheeny 087 654 4836 

 

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

                                              (Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 14, March 

6pm. May O’Sullivan, RIP (13th Anniv) 

Sun 15,  

9am. Eugene & Mary Bermingham, RIP 

11.30am. Betty Price, RIP (6th Anniv) 

Mon 16.  

8am. Novena Mass 5.  

10am. Jackie, Patsy & Sean Kelleher, RIP 

6pm Michael Collins, RIP & Collins family 

Tue 17. 

9am. Patricia Cahalane (Birthday Intentions) 

11.30am. Ellen Shinkwin, RIP (2nd Anniv) 

Wed 18. 

8am. Patrick O’Halloran, RIP (2nd Anniv)  

10am. Rachel O’Leary, RIP (6th Anniv)  

Thu 19.  

8am. Special Intentions 

10am. Nellie & Frank O’Leary, RIP 

Fri 20. 

8am. Novena Mass 6.  

10am. Liam O’Riordan, RIP 

Sat 21, 

10am. Pro Populo. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Maurice O’Sullivan, Fairhill Drive. 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 
consider dropping a few Euro each week 

into our Credit Union Account – 
Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 

A/c No. 02255200. 
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Second collection this weekend 

The second collection this weekend goes to the Catholic Bishops’ Conference to help it run its 

different apostolates - such as to immigrants, emigrants, prisoners, etc. The Irish Bishops’ 

Conference appeals to your generosity. 

 

Advice of the Irish Bishops in response to the COVID-19 Coronavirus 

Each Christian community should be acutely aware of the responsibility to care for those who are 

most at risk.  For example, even where it may not be appropriate to visit the elderly, a simple 

telephone call to enquire about their needs could mean so much to them. The following should be 

observed: 

 All non-essential pastoral gatherings and meetings, such as formation gatherings, retreats 

and seminars are cancelled.   

 All Confirmations Ceremonies are postponed until further notice. 

 Every Catholic is entitled to a dignified Christian burial. Attendance at Funeral services and 

Funeral Masses should be limited to close relatives and must not exceed 100 attendees 

within the church building. 

 Church weddings and baptisms may be celebrated on condition that the attendance in 

church does not exceed 100 people. 

 In these difficult and uncertain times, people find strength, consolation and hope in prayer. 

Churches should remain open for prayer each day. 

 In the current emergency situation, all are dispensed from the obligation to physically attend 

Sunday Mass.  

 Attendance at Mass should be restricted to the Health Authority’s limit of 100 people. 

 This is an occasion for all of us – especially families - to pray more intensely for each other 

and especially for those who have succumbed to the illness.  We should pray also for those 

at the frontlines – especially doctors, nurses and medical staff and other carers, including 

clergy – that the Lord will protect them as they place their own wellbeing at risk in the service 

of others. 

Stations of the Cross 

Each Friday during Lent we will have the Stations of the Cross at 6pm. This sorrowful journey with 

the Lord Jesus on his way to death by crucifixion at Calvary, can be done in atonement for the evil 

in our world. It can also be done for relatives and friends who have rejected God’s friendship. Let us 

offer our prayers and sufferings to God that our loved ones will find faith.  

 

Mount Cara (Cara House) 

Mount Cara is a twenty-five bed facility located on Redemption Road situated on the grounds of 

Cork and Ross Diocesan Offices. Mount Cara offers respite, convalescence and continuing care to 

the elderly. To check for availability and for further information contact Eilís Brennan 021 4395737 

or administration@mountcara.ie 

Cancellation of Weekend Masses indefinitely 

As we go to press, news comes through that Bishop Fintan Gavin has instructed the cancellation 

of all Weekend Masses in the Diocese until further notice. This decision was taken in view of the 

impracticality of limiting the Sunday  congregation to 100 members – as directed by government in 

its effort to control the spread of the Corona virus. Bishop Gavin has permitted; “Funerals, 

weddings, baptisms and weekday Masses as long as the attendance does not exceed 100 people.” 

These are unprecedented times indeed when Sunday parish worship of God is seen as part of the 

problem when up to recently it would have been seen as part of the solution. How many times in 

the past has recourse to prayer proved pivotal in changing the course of world events? While, 

definitely God, who is love, does not send these calamities – what is equally true is when God’s 

grace and protection is not availed of - when God is pushed to the margins – and when man thinks 

that he is sufficient on his own, far from arriving at solutions to great problems man adds only to 

the confusion. In the prevention of collective worship at this time due to the corona virus let us 

individually, and as families, in our homes turn once more to God beseeching his blessings and 

begging his protection. 

 

Novena Masses 

We wish to encourage more of our parishioners to use the Novena Mass Cards for different 

occasion. These cards are deeply appreciated by people are times of anniversaries of deaths, at 

times of sickness, at times of death itself, at birthdays, exams or just to say ‘Thank You’ to those 

who have been good to us. At difficult moments it is nice to know that you have the support of the 

believing community.  

 

Holy Hour of Adoration – Each Thursday from 7pm – 8pm. 

During this Holy Hour, (mostly in silence), we bring before the Lord those who are sick and in need 

of healing. We pray for stable and happy marriages - and also for vocations to the priesthood and 

religious life. We particularly appeal to parishioners during this Lenten Season to come and pray 

for family members who have drifted away from the faith and who seemed to have rejected God’s 

friendship. Such people are desperately in need of God’s mercy. 

 

Every Nation harbours within itself a special aspect of God’s Design 

“It has become fashionable in recent times to talk of the levelling of nations, and of various peoples 

disappearing into the melting pot of contemporary civilization. I disagree with this… the 

disappearance of whole nations would impoverish us no less than if all the people were to become 

identical, with the same character and the same face. Nations are the wealth of humanity, its 

generalized personality. The least among them has its own special colors, and harbours within 

itself a special aspect of God’s design.   Alexander Solzhenitsyn 

Next Pre-Baptism Instruction on Thursday, 2nd April @ 7pm at Parish Office 

This instruction is for parents who live outside the parish. 
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