
       Ascension Parish 

                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

           Sunday, March 22, 2020. 

      4th Sunday of Lent (A)  

 
St Patrick, Patron of Ireland, in these troubled times, pray for us 

St Patrick tells us in his ‘Confessions’ that though he was brought up in the Christian faith it meant 
little to him as a boy. It was only when he was kidnapped and sold into slavery – and in the isolation 
of the mountains where he was put minding sheep - that he drew close to God. He wrote: "The 
love of God grew in me more and more, as did the faith, and my soul was elevated, so that, in a 
single day I prayed more than one hundred times… "I prayed in the woods and on the mountain, 
even before dawn." 
Privations and suffering are powerful tools for drawing us closer to God. When we have full and 
plenty it is very easy to forget the God who made us: Very easy indeed to believe that we are 
sufficient on our own – to see ourselves as gods. How often in the history of salvation do we see 
God’s people prosper and flourish when they live by God’s law – and in their prosperity push God 
aside and do abominable things bringing calamity and ruin on themselves.  
The 20th Century, at least the latter part of it, has brought an affluence, wealth and peace on a 
scale that no other generations before it has ever experienced but it has also brought an outright 
rejection of God’s law. Man has set himself up as the arbiter of what constitutes right and wrong. 
Over one billion abortions performed; God’s plan for marriage and human sexuality turned on its 
head; our toleration for the pornography industry which enslaves millions and millions; our easy 
alliance with evil, theft and murder have all drawn us away from God on a grand scale – and blinded 
us from recognizing good from evil.  
The Corona virus and other plagues are not God’s doing. We are well capable of unleashing them 
on our own. But these menaces have always, at least up to now, brought us to our senses. Made 
us confess like the Psalmist that: “We have sinned, we have done wrong and have lawlessly 
departed from you.” May we, in our present isolation and privation, come to know God’s love as 
Patrick did on Sliabh Mish - and discover the only thing that matters at the end of our lives is our 
relationship with God, with family members and with our neighbour. All else is naught. 

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to € 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

March 22, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Clogheen 087 150 74 86 

 

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

                                              (Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 21, March 

6pm.  

Sun 22,  

9am.  

11.30am.  

Mon 23.  

8am.            All Masses fixed for these  

10am.          dates shall be rescheduled  

Tue 24.       once life returns to normal.  

9am.  

11.30am.  

Wed 25. 

8am.  

10am.  

Thu 26.  

8am.  

10am.  

Fri 27. 

8am.  

10am.  

Sat 28, 

10am.  
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Paddy O’Mahony, Cathedral Road. 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 
consider dropping a few Euro each week 

into our Credit Union Account – 
Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 

A/c No. 02255200. 
 
 

 
 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10963
mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
mailto:Tel:%20021-4303%20658
mailto:aidan1302@gmail.com


Pope Francis pleads for Human solidarity 

In an interview with the Italian daily newspaper, “La Repubblica”, on Wednesday 11th March, Pope 

Francis says he is praying for an end to the coronavirus pandemic. "I asked the Lord to stop the 

epidemic: ‘Lord, stop it with your hand’. That is what I prayed for”. He appealed for human solidarity 

with all those who are suffering the effects of this pandemic. Pope Francis said: "We need to 

rediscover the concreteness of small things, the small acts of kindness shown to those who are 

close to us, family, friends. We need to realize that our treasure lies in small things. There are tiny 

gestures that sometimes get lost in the routine of everyday life, gestures of tenderness, affection, 

compassion, that are nevertheless decisive”, he says. The Pope gives the examples of sharing “a 

hot plate of food, a caress, a hug, a phone call... These are familiar, attentive gestures regarding 

everyday details that make life meaningful, and create communion amongst us". 

Pope Francis called for prayer for those on the front line fighting this Pandemic. He expressed his 

deep appreciation for healthcare personnel and volunteers. He thanks those who dedicate 

themselves to helping others in this way, and describes them as “an example” of the concreteness 

of small acts of kindness.  

Finally, Pope Francis invites everyone to have hope - even those who do not believe. "We are all 

children of God, and He watches over us”, says the Pope. “Even those who have not yet met God, 

those who do not have the gift of faith, can find their way through the good things that they believe 

in. They can find strength in their love for their children, their family, their brothers and sisters. We 

can believe in the love of the people we have around us, and there we can find hope". 

 

Ireland is at its best in Adversity 

Ireland has always been at its best in her most difficult of times. Somehow, adversity brings out the 

best in all of us. We see this very clearly in the large amount volunteering for ‘front-line’ services in 

these dangerous times. We see it too in the response by retired ‘health personnel’ to the call from 

government to return to work to alleviate the burden on others. Here in the parish we see in the 

kitchen staff at the Meals on Wheels and in the drivers who continue to deliver essential meals to 

the old and sick; putting themselves at some risk. We see it when a neighbour takes an interest in 

another neighbour – and makes sure that they are not forgotten. We ask God’s blessing on these 

patriots that they be protected from the Coronavirus – and blessed too in all their other human 

endeavours.  

 

Novena Masses 

We wish to encourage more of our parishioners to use the Novena Mass Cards for different 

occasion. These cards are deeply appreciated by people are times of anniversaries of deaths, at 

times of sickness, at times of death itself, at birthdays, exams or just to say ‘Thank You’ to those 

who have been good to us. At difficult moments it is nice to know that you have the support of the 

believing community.  

   

Stations of the Cross 

Each Friday during Lent we will have the Stations of the Cross at 6pm. This sorrowful journey with 

the Lord Jesus on his way to death by crucifixion at Calvary, can be done in atonement for the evil 

in our world. It can also be done for relatives and friends who have rejected God’s friendship. Let 

us offer our prayers and sufferings to God that our loved ones will find faith.  

 

Mount Cara (Cara House) 

Mount Cara is a twenty-five bed facility located on Redemption Road situated on the grounds of 

Cork and Ross Diocesan Offices. Mount Cara offers respite, convalescence and continuing care 

to the elderly. To check for availability and for further information contact Eilís Brennan 021 

4395737 or administration@mountcara.ie  

 

Visiting the Sick and Housebound 

Each month the priests of the parish visit the elderly and housebound. Many of them were once 

strong, active members of this parish community but can no longer attend weekly Mass – and would 

dearly love a visit of the priest. We remind those who have loved ones unable to attend Mass to 

please bring it to the attention of the priests. See front page for telephone numbers.  

 

Without Jesus man suffers only an aching hunger 

The world’s only hope is Christ, the Infant King, born in Bethlehem… When Bethlehem fades from 

the heart and souls of men, then their starved souls escape to a dead-end transcendence. Look at 

our culture without Christ. Its men and women, especially its young, seek to step beyond their 

flattened world by absorption with ghosts, and zombies; with end of the world obsessions and 

cartoon superheroes. What a pity - for the true Hero is so close - awaiting them in the unintimidating 

face of a Divine Child. Christmas imposes upon every Catholic a solemn obligation: to tell the world 

that our joy, our answer, our peace and our rescue lay in the humility of Bethlehem.   

Meals on Wheels  

Gurranabraher Meals on Wheels delivers hot, nutritious meals daily to many of our senior 

neighbours in the Churchfield/Gurranabraher/Blarney Street area. If you or someone you know 

would like to avail of this service please contact us at 021 430 1037. We can also be contacted at 

gurranabrahermealsonwheels@gmail.com  

 

Gurranabraher Website – gurranabraherparish.ie 

We remind parishioners again that our parish has a live website - gurranabraherparish.ie We invite 

parishioners to visit our site. It will keep you informed and up-to-date on parish activities. Visit the 

Gallery page and see plenty of photos of former parish events. Find the daily readings and visit the 

links provided for sound Catholic faith formation.  
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