
       Ascension Parish 

                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

             Sunday, April 19, 2020. 

 Second Sunday of Easter (A)  

 
Divine Mercy – From Jesus issues an unfathomable Ocean of Mercy 

This, the Second Sunday of Easter, is designated as Divine 

Mercy Sunday. From the diary of a young Polish nun, a special 

devotion began spreading throughout the world in the 1930s. 

The message is nothing new, but is a reminder of what the 

Church has always taught through scripture and tradition: that 

God is merciful and forgiving and that we, too, must show mercy 

and forgiveness. But in the Divine Mercy devotion, the message 

takes on a powerful new focus, calling people to a deeper 

understanding that God’s love is unlimited and available to 

everyone - even the greatest of sinners. 

The message and devotion to Jesus, the Divine Mercy, is 

based on the writings of Saint Faustina Kowalska, an 

uneducated Polish nun who, in obedience to her spiritual 

director, wrote a diary of about 600 pages recording the revelations she received about 

God’s mercy. Even before her death in 1938, the devotion to The Divine Mercy had begun 

to spread around Europe.  

On this Sunday each year we are called to make atonement for our sins and to pray for 

the conversion, especially of family members, who show contempt for God’s reign. May 

Mary, the mother of God, bring us to an awareness of our need for God’s forgiveness.  

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to € 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

April 19, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Gurranabraher 085 804 1951 

 

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

                                              (Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 18, April 

6pm.  

Sun 19,  

9am.  

11.30am.  

Mon 20.  

8am.            All Masses fixed for these  

10am.          dates shall be rescheduled  

Tue 21.       once life returns to normal.  

8am 

10am.  

Wed 22. 

8am.  

10am.  

Thu 23.  

8am.  

10am.  

Fri 24. 

8am.  

10am.  

Sat 25. 

10am.  
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Stephen Watkins, Gurranabraher Road 

Mary (May) Buckley, St Brigid’s Road. 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 
consider dropping a few Euro each week 

into our Credit Union Account – 
Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 

A/c No. 02255200. 
 
 

 
 

https://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/mercy/stfaust.htm
mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
mailto:Tel:%20021-4303%20658
mailto:aidan1302@gmail.com


The Resurrection - a bright flame of hope in world facing Epochal Challenges 

 Pope Francis in his Easter message to the world spoke of the hope Christ’s Resurrection brings to 

a world presently going through its own agony. He said: “This Good News [the Resurrection] is like 

a new flame that springs up “in the night of a world already faced with epochal challenges, and now 

oppressed by a pandemic severely testing our whole human family… Christ’s resurrection is not a 

“magic formula that makes problems vanish”, he continued, “it is the victory of love over the root of 

evil”. This victory “does not ‘by-pass’ suffering and death, but passes through them, opening a path 

in the abyss, transforming evil into good”, he added. The Pope’s thoughts turned immediately to 

those directly affected by the coronavirus. “For many, this is an Easter of solitude, lived amid the 

sorrow and hardship that the pandemic is causing, from physical suffering to economic difficulties”, 

he said. “This disease has not only deprived us of human closeness, but also of the possibility of 

receiving in person the consolation that flows from the sacraments, particularly the Eucharist and 

Reconciliation”, said Pope Francis. “But the Lord has not left us alone”, he added. “United in our 

prayer, we are convinced that He has laid His hand upon us”. 

Pope Francis encouraged political leaders “to work actively for the common good”, providing the 

means “to enable everyone to lead a dignified life and, when circumstances allow, to assist them in 

resuming their normal daily activities”. This is not a time for indifference, said the Pope, “because 

the whole world is suffering and needs to be united in facing the pandemic”. He prayed that the risen 

Jesus may grant hope “to all the poor, to those living on the peripheries, to refugees and the 

homeless”.   

 

Only when God grants vision is Jesus recognized  

“It is quite clear that after his Resurrection Christ did not go back to his previous earthly life, as we 

are told the young man of Nain and Lazarus did. He rose again to definitive life, which is no longer 

governed by chemical and biological laws and therefore stands outside the possibility of death, in 

the eternity conferred by love. That is why the encounters with him are “appearances”; that is why 

he with whom people had sat at table two days earlier is not recognized by his best friends and, 

even when recognized, remains foreign: only where he grants vision is he seen; only when he opens 

men’s eyes and makes their hearts open up can the countenance of the eternal love that conquers 

death become recognizable in our mortal world, and, in that love, the new, different world, the world 

of him who is to come. That is also why it is so difficult, indeed absolutely impossible, for the Gospels 

to describe the encounter with the risen Christ; that is why they can only stammer when they speak 

of these meetings and seem to provide contradictory descriptions of them. In reality they are 

surprisingly unanimous in the dialectic of their statements, in the simultaneity of touching and not 

touching, or recognizing and not recognizing, of complete identity between the crucified and the 

risen Christ and complete transformation. People recognize the Lord and yet do not recognize him 

again; people touch him, and yet he is untouchable; he is the same and yet quite different. As we 

have said, the dialectic is always the same; it is only the stylistic means by which it is expressed that 

changes.” (Joseph Ratzinger, 2004).  

Helpline for the Needy 

Cork City Council has launched a Covid-19 Community Response Forum to ensure that vulnerable 

members of the community or those living alone can access vital grocery, medicine and fuel 

deliveries and other social care supports. 

The team can be contacted on a dedicated community support helpline at 1800-222-226 which is 

running from 8am - 8pm seven days a week. Contact can also be made by contacting 

covidsupport@corkcity.ie. 

The core aim of this forum is contributing to the community-wide effort to limit the spread of COVID-

19 by ensuring a coordinated community response. Cork City Council’s COVID-19 Community 

Response Forum will work to ensure that local resources - including social care support and social 

contact – are targeted at the people who need them most. 

  

Collection of Pensions 

An Post have introduced a new measure that in the event of a customer not being able to collect 

their Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection payments personally at the post 

office. A nominated person (Temporary Agent) can be nominated to collect the payment on their 

behalf. This will be important for older people who may not be in a position to collect their pensions 

as well as people with other underlying health conditions and are in receipt of social welfare 

payments. A form ‘Appointment of Temp Agent’ can be collected at any Post Office. Once 

completed a nominated person can collect the payments. 

  
SuperValu, Centra and the GAA have partnered up to launch a new initiative called Club 

Together to support older people in Ireland during the Corona-19 crisis. The goal of Club Together 

is to capitalise on Ireland's unique community spirit, by helping older people who do not have family 

and friends around to support them. Get more info at:  https://www.gaa.ie/news/supervalu-centra-

and-the-gaa-club-together/ 

  

SeniorLine is a FREEPHONE service that operates between 10am and 10pm every day of the 

year on 1800 804591. Any caller, concerned about Covid-19, will receive the most up to date 

guidance as recommended by Government sources. Good health practice is reinforced at all 

times. This information is updated daily as the situation changes and is available to each of our 

volunteers at the phones. 

Priests stand with their people 

We remind parishioners that we continue to hold them in our prayers and in our Masses that we 

celebrate privately each day. For everyone there is much adjusting to do in these unprecedented 

times. We feel for the many who cherished the Eucharist each day and who now feel abandoned 

by everyone – even the Church. We ask them to have faith – to put their trust in God. We encourage 

all to say the Rosary daily for the world. If only families would begin to say the Rosary what a 

difference it would make to the world.  

mailto:covidsupport@corkcity.ie
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