
       Ascension Parish 

                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

             Sunday, April 26, 2020. 

   Third Sunday of Easter (A)  

 
The Risen Jesus is Discovered only in the realm of Faith 

In the two disciples encounter with Jesus while on their way to Emmaus, “at first sight, it looks as 

if we are confronted here with a completely earthly and material notion of resurrection… It looks as 

if the tendency to detailed depiction, to the concreteness of legend, supported by the apologist’s 

desire for something tangible, had completely won the upper hand and fetched the risen Lord right 

back into earthly history. But this impression is soon contradicted by his mysterious appearance 

and his no less mysterious disappearance. The notion is contradicted even more by the fact that 

here, too, he remains unrecognizable to the accustomed eye. He cannot be firmly grasped as he 

could be in the time of his earthly life; he is discovered only in the realm of faith; he sets the hearts 

of the two travellers aflame by his interpretation of the Scriptures and by breaking bread he opens 

their eyes.  

This is a reference to the two basic elements in early Christian worship, which consisted of the 

liturgy of the word (the reading and expounding of Scripture) and the Eucharistic breaking of bread. 

In this way the evangelist makes it clear that the encounter with the risen Christ lies on a quite new 

plane; he tries to describe the indescribable in terms of the liturgical facts. He thereby provides 

both a theology of the Resurrection and a theology of the liturgy: one encounters the risen Christ 

in the word and in the sacrament; worship is the way in which he becomes touchable to us 

and, recognizable as the living Christ. And conversely, the liturgy is based on the mystery of 

Easter; it is to be understood as the Lords approach to us. In it he becomes our travelling 

companion, sets our dull hearts aflame, and opens our sealed eyes. He still walks with us, still finds 

us worried and down-hearted, and still has the power to make us see.” 

(An Introduction to Christianity – Joseph Ratzinger, 2004)  

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to € 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

April 26, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Gurranabraher 085 804 1951 

 

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

                                              (Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 25, April 

6pm.  

Sun 26,  

9am.  

11.30am.  

Mon 27.  

8am.            All Masses fixed for these  

10am.          dates shall be rescheduled  

Tue 28.       once life returns to normal.  

8am 

10am.  

Wed 29. 

8am.  

10am.  

Thu 30.  

8am.  

10am.  

Fri 1, May. 

8am.  

10am.  

Sat 2. 

10am.  
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Nora Ahern, Templeacre Avenue, 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 
consider dropping a few Euro each week 

into our Credit Union Account – 
Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 

A/c No. 02255200. 
 
 

 
 

mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
mailto:Tel:%20021-4303%20658
mailto:aidan1302@gmail.com


Grants available to those suffering from social isolation  

A grant of up to €500 is available for older people ‘cocooning’ - or those providing care to them. It is 

designed to help those suffering from isolation, to provide upgrades of phones, TV or other 

appliances or other forms of help during Covid. The grants is being provided and managed by Age 

Action & Irish Red Cross.  

The ‘application form’ can be downloaded at: https://www.ageaction.ie/how-we-can-help/age-

action-and-irish-red-cross-covid-19-hardship-fund or it can be collected from Parish Office. 

What Can be Applied for? Any practical needs arising from additional costs that have arisen from 

Covid-19. Examples would be higher heating costs, food delivery and storage costs, technology to 

see loved ones during COVID-19. Note: applications will be strengthened when a detailed cost 

breakdown is provided. The closing date is August ending 2020. 

 

Helpline for the Needy 

Cork City Council has launched a Covid-19 Community Response Forum to ensure that vulnerable 

members of the community or those living alone can access vital grocery, medicine and fuel 

deliveries and other social care supports. 

The team can be contacted on a dedicated community support helpline at 1800-222-226 which is 

running from 8am - 8pm seven days a week. Contact can also be made by contacting 

covidsupport@corkcity.ie. The core aim of this forum is contributing to the community-wide effort to 

limit the spread of COVID-19 by ensuring a coordinated community response. Cork City Council’s 

COVID-19 Community Response Forum will work to ensure that local resources - including social 

care support and social contact – are targeted at the people who need them most. 

  

Collection of Pensions 

An Post have introduced a new measure that in the event of a customer not being able to collect 

their Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection payments personally at the post 

office. A nominated person (Temporary Agent) can be nominated to collect the payment on their 

behalf. This will be important for older people who may not be in a position to collect their pensions 

as well as people with other underlying health conditions and are in receipt of social welfare 

payments. A form ‘Appointment of Temp Agent’ can be collected at any Post Office. Once completed 

a nominated person can collect the payments. 

 

SeniorLine is a FREEPHONE service that operates between 10am and 10pm every day of the year 

on 1800 804591. Any caller, concerned about Covid-19, will receive the most up to date guidance 

as recommended by Government sources. Good health practice is reinforced at all times. This 

information is updated daily as the situation changes and is available to each of our volunteers at 

the phones. 

 

 

Imaginative Solutions must be found to accommodate the ‘New-Normal’ 

It now seems that Covid-19 will be with us for a long time to come – and finding a vaccination may 

prove a more difficult task than is presumed. A complete ‘lock-down’ cannot be the answer long-

term vis-à-vis mental health and social cohesion. Surely some imaginative ways must be 

discovered to allow life return to some kind of ‘new-normal’ – and particularly to allow religious 

people - whose first instinct is to intercede before God for solutions to this pestilence – find refuge 

where they have always found refuge in God’s house.  

The Christian community is the most socially aware in Ireland today. It is not a co-incidence that 

‘Church-gate’ collections are still very profitable despite falling congregations. Prior to the shut-

down the small weekday congregation in most churches was aware of the threat of Covid-19 – and 

took the recommended precautions seriously; i.e. social distancing, sanitizing hands, even wearing 

face-masks. In present day Ireland almost any church building has the space for social distancing 

– and the good intent is there to make sure that it is not contributing to the problem. Visiting 

churches for private adoration poses no greater risk than shopping in Lidl or Supervalu or the local 

Off-License’. For sure, the sick, the elderly, those with health conditions that make them particularly 

vulnerable to the Covid-19, and people who are just fearful of catching it should be strongly 

encouraged to stay at home. Masses could be shortened so as to reduce the amount of time people 

are in any kind of proximity to each other. One thing that is becoming clearer is that the risk of 

infection from contact with surfaces has been greatly exaggerated, as the recently published study 

from Germany has concluded. There is no need to fear touching doors, benches, etc. It is high time 

to be reasonable about this and get over the inordinate fear that is paralyzing.  

Pray - and Display Sacred Images from your Homes 

As the rate of infection from Covid-19 spreads rapidly across Ireland, resulting in numerous deaths, 

an air of helplessness and despondency is evident among our people. Therefore, we call on 

parishioners to display a religious object from the windows of their houses. A picture of the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus or one of the Blessed Virgin Mary, (or any other saint), can give a powerful message 

that God and his Elect are with his people in these moments of danger. 

Such a display will let others know that you are praying for an end to this scourge that threatens to 

unleash devastating results both short term and long term on the Irish Nation. We ask that you 

would encourage other believers to do the same. 

The last Polio epidemic that struck Ireland particularly in the 1950s witnessed a great mobilization 

of believers to offer Masses and Rosaries both in churches and at ‘roadside Marian shrines’ to be 

spared from this affliction. Be in no doubt that ‘divine intervention’ is as necessary for ending this 

plague as is the work of great scientific and medical minds and the front-line staff who so heroically 

tend to victims. 

“God will not allow unrighteousness to become eternal. He permits revolutions, disintegration 

and chaos as reminders that our thinking has been wrong – and that our dreams 

have been unholy.” (Archbishop Fulton Sheehan – 1947) 
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