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             Sunday, April 12, 2020. 

        Easter Sunday (A)  

 
Jesus, the Lord, has Truly risen 

“Christ’s resurrection is not a theory, but a true "historical reality revealed by the man Jesus Christ 

by means of his ‘Passover’, that has opened a ‘new way’ between heaven and earth. It is neither a 

myth nor a dream, it is not a vision or a utopia, it is not a fairy tale, but it is a singular and 

unrepeatable event: Jesus of Nazareth, son of Mary, who at dusk on Friday was taken down from 

the Cross and buried, has victoriously left the tomb. 

"If we take away Christ and his resurrection, there is no escape for man, and every one of his hopes 

remains an illusion. Yet today is the day when the proclamation of the Lord’s resurrection vigorously 

bursts forth, and it is the answer to the recurring question of the sceptics, that we also find in the 

book of Ecclesiastes: "Is there a thing of which it is said, ‘See, this is new’?" We answer, yes: on 

Easter morning, everything was renewed. 

“Pope Benedict went on to reflect on the evil in the world and the need for human cooperation in 

spreading the Gospel message. "Even if through Easter, Christ has destroyed the root of evil, he 

still wants the assistance of men and women in every time and place who help him to affirm his 

victory using his own weapons: the weapons of justice and truth, mercy, forgiveness and love. 

"The resurrection of Christ is our hope!" exclaimed Pope Benedict. "This the Church proclaims today 

with joy. She announces the hope that is now firm and invincible because God has raised Jesus 

Christ from the dead. The Church communicates the hope that she carries in her heart and wishes 

to share with all people in every place, especially where Christians suffer persecution because of 

their faith and their commitment to justice and peace. She invokes the hope that can call forth the 

courage to do good, even when it costs, especially when it costs."                 (Pope Benedict, 2009) 

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to € 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

April 12, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Farranree 087 096 7177 

 

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

                                              (Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 11, April 

6pm.  

Sun 12,  

9am.  

11.30am.  

Mon 13.  

8am.            All Masses fixed for these  

10am.          dates shall be rescheduled  

Tue 14.       once life returns to normal.  

8am 

10am.  

Wed 15. 

8am.  

10am.  

Thu 16.  

8am.  

10am.  

Fri 17. 

8am.  

10am.  

Sat 18. 

10am.  
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Edward, (Ned) Manley, Templeacre Avenue. 

Jennie McCarthy, Cathedral Road. 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 
consider dropping a few Euro each week 

into our Credit Union Account – 
Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 

A/c No. 02255200. 
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Eastertide rises us above the Dark Clouds of the Coronavirus  

We write at an Eastertide like no other in our lifetime! The Easter message of resurrection and joy, 

that has given the world energy and hope for two millennia, is, this year, somewhat clouded by an 

invisible enemy that reeks death and destruction almost everywhere on earth. In the space of just 

three weeks we have gone from absolute, (dissolute) freedom to a great curtailment of our activities. 

Our cities have become ghost towns and fear and despondency stalks the world. Suddenly, the 

certainties that we took for granted have been pulled from under our feet: and we are discovering 

to our horror that the nature of all earthly things are indeed ephemeral – they pass and are no more! 

Somehow we had convinced ourselves that we had the answers for everything – were able to master 

everything; that we were sufficient enough on our own. Hence, it is painful to discover that mother 

nature is not so benign - and humanity is, as it has always been, the defiant adolescent forever 

seeking to live outside its Father’s house; forever wanting to live by its own rules; overly aware of 

its ‘rights’ and ‘entitlements’ but painfully ignorant of its duties and responsibilities.  

What Covid-19 - (not to end any time soon), and the catastrophic fall-out that will erupt when it finally 

passes with world economies left alone and in tatters thereby shattering the delusional concepts of 

‘human solidarity’, ‘European Union’ and ‘United Nations’ - will teach us, is that we have a future on 

this planet only to the degree that we acknowledge God and live by His law. 

For too long we have considered God superfluous, we have created new gods to whom man bows 

down – and becomes enslaved. The Ten Commandments calls us to serve God, our Creator - and 

to respect human life and protect it against every injustice and abuse, recognising the worth of each 

human person, created in the image and likeness of God. 

‘It was God, through Moses, who gave the people of Israel the Ten Commandments. At the Red 

Sea the people had experienced great deliverance. They had seen first-hand the power and 

faithfulness of God, the God who liberates and who accompanies His people on life’s journey. Now 

God himself, upon Mount Sinai, indicates to his people (and to all of us) the way to remain free, a 

path that is engraved upon the human heart as a universal moral Law.’  

The Ten Commandments point out the path to real freedom and the way to peaceful co-existence 

in the world. They teach us how to avoid the slavery to which the many idols that we ourselves build 

reduce us. “They teach us to open ourselves to a wider dimension than the material one; to live with 

respect for others; overcoming the greed of power, possessions, and money; to be honest and 

sincere in our relationships; to protect all of creation and to nurture our planet with high, noble, and 

spiritual ideals.” Following the Ten Commandments means being faithful to ourselves, to our most 

authentic nature, and walking towards the true freedom that Christ taught us in the Beatitudes. 

Let us reflect soberly this Eastertide on the depths of Christ’s love for us. In the cross we see again 

God going to any length to get close to us. In his Resurrection we see how He raises all of human 

nature to greater heights than it can otherwise reach. Above all, it is only God’s friendship that can 

save us from the intoxication of putting our faith on what is ephemeral, and crude, and base! Christ 

is risen, Alleluia.  

 

Only Hope in God can save us from Despair 

Hope is the core of the Christian message. Behind every moment of longing, every spark of desire, 

every ounce of hope, is the Great Hope, [God], which sustains and underwrites everything. You 

might call this ‘the backstop hope’. Without at least an implicit knowledge of this… the promises of 

earthly joy would not long sustain the human mechanism…  

The increasing despair of our societies is connected to the inability of the little everyday hopes to 

sustain human desires when the’ backstop hope’ has become loosened and unstable that it no 

longer functions as such. The very fabric of our collective life is unravelling because we have failed 

to understand something fundamental about ourselves and our needs. This is the nature of what 

may seem to be a religious crisis, but is in reality an anthropological crisis. We are losing our sense 

of how to live because we have forgotten what we live for.  

Hope really knows but one true essence; it draws us back to the Force or Being out of which our 

lives are generated, moment to moment. This is where we must look to find hope – hope directed 

at the eternal and the infinite - ‘the backstop’ hope. Anything less reduces man and condemns him, 

sooner or later to despair.   (John Waters – ‘The Backstop Hope, Totus Tuus, January, 2019) 

 

Happy Easter from your Priests 

The priests of the parish, Fr Tomás and Fr Aidan wish to thank very sincerely parishioners for their 

unstinting support and understanding particularly since early March, when the ‘lock-down’ began. 

The phone calls, cards and messages of support have been much appreciated. In that time too Fr 

Aidan had surgery for a knee replacement and received many ‘get-well’ wishes and prayers. We 

are deeply touched by your love and concern – and are privileged to be at the service of the people 

of Gurranabraher and Churchfield. We pray that these sobering days will soon be behind us - and 

that we can work together again to create a living, vibrant, Christian community that bears 

testimony to the Resurrection of Jesus and the profound worth of every human being.     

The Wayfarer - by Padraic Pearse 

The beauty of the world hath made me sad - this beauty that will pass; 

Sometimes my heart hath shaken with great joy to see a leaping squirrel in a tree,  

Or a red lady-bird upon a stalk, 

Or little rabbits in a field at evening, lit by a slanting sun, 

Or some green hill where shadows drifted by 

Some quiet hill where mountainy man hath sown 

And soon would reap; near to the gate of Heaven; 

Or children with bare feet upon the sands of some ebbed sea,  

Or playing on the streets of little towns in Connacht, 

Things young and happy. 

And then my heart hath told me: these will pass, 

Will pass and change, will die and be no more, 

Things bright and green, things young and happy; 

And I have gone upon my way sorrowful. 


