
       Ascension Parish 

                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

             Sunday, April 5, 2020. 

       Passion Sunday (A)  

 
Passion (Palm) Sunday  

Today, Palm Sunday, Christians enter the holiest week in the Church’s calendar culminating with 

His resurrection on Easter Sunday morning. Palm Sunday marks the triumphal entry of Jesus 

Christ into Jerusalem, the week before his death and resurrection. The Bible reveals that when 

Jesus entered Jerusalem, the crowds greeted him by waving palm branches and covering his path 

with palm. Immediately following this great time of celebration in the ministry of Jesus, he begins 

his journey to the cross. The biblical account of Palm Sunday can be found in Matthew 21:1-11; 

Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; and John 12:12-19.  

This year, the Passion of the Lord will be celebrated privately and mostly alone by priests, as most 

of the world is in ‘lockdown’ due to Covid-19. It is hard to remember any time in history when most 

of the Christian world has been prevented from celebrating these sacred events. It will be another 

moment that will cause pain and confusion in the lives of Catholics – already deprived of 

sacraments for a number of weeks. It can be very easy to dismiss this event, and other recent 

events, just as catastrophic failure – without trying to understand how and why it happens. For us 

believers God guides and directs all of history. When man usurps that authority – when man forces 

God out of things and sets himself up as arbiter of what constitutes right and wrong then God 

withdraws his benevolence – and from that moment on man is doomed. That this generation, more 

than any other, has openly and brazenly defied God’s authority is undeniable. Only the truly wise 

will see recent events as a warning that without God man loses himself.       

“If my people who bear my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my presence 

and turn from their wicked ways, then I will listen from heaven and forgive their sins 

and restore their country.” (2 Chronicles 7: 14) 

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to € 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

April 5, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Cathedral 087 238 1187 

 

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

                                              (Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 4, April 

6pm.  

Sun 5,  

9am.  

11.30am.  

Mon 6.  

8am.            All Masses fixed for these  

10am.          dates shall be rescheduled  

Tue 7.       once life returns to normal.  

8am 

10am.  

Wed 8. 

8am.  

10am.  

Thu 9.  

8am.  

10am.  

Fri 10. 

8am.  

10am.  

Sat 11. 

10am.  
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Elizabeth  Warren, formerly Presentation Road 

Sylvie Nagle, St Enda’s Road. 

Margaret (Mag) O’Keeffe, Mt Eden road 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 
consider dropping a few Euro each week 

into our Credit Union Account – 
Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 

A/c No. 02255200. 
 
 

 
 

http://christianity.about.com/od/biblestorysummaries/a/Palm-Sunday-Story.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/biblestorysummaries/a/Palm-Sunday-Story.htm
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http://christianity.about.com/od/biblestorysummaries/p/theresurrection.htm
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http://christianity.about.com/od/biblestorysummaries/p/crucifixionstor.htm
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5593
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Lockdown - and its Hidden Blessings 

Yes, there is fear. Yes, there is isolation. Yes, there is panic buying. Yes, there is sickness. Yes, 

there is even death. 

But they say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise you can hear the birds singing again - that 

just after a few weeks of quiet the sky is no longer thick with fumes but blue and grey and clear. 

They say that in the streets of Assisi people are singing to each other across the empty squares 

keeping their windows open so that those who are alone may hear the sounds of family around 

them.  

They say that a hotel in the west of Ireland is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound.  

Today a young woman I know is busy spreading fliers with her telephone number through the 

neighbourhood so that elders may have someone to call on.  

Today, churches, synagogues and mosques and temples are preparing to welcome the sick, the 

weary.  

All over the world people are looking at neighbours in a new way.  

All over the world people are waking up to a new reality – to how big we really are; to how little 

control we really have; to what really matters. To love!  

So we pray that we may remember that yes, there is fear but there does not have to be hate. 

Yes, there is isolation but there does not have to be loneliness. 

Yes, there is panic buying but there does not have to be meanness.  

Yes, there is sickness but there does not have to be disease of the soul.  

Yes, there is even death but there can always be rebirth and love. 

Wake to the choice you make as to how to live now. 

Today, breathe, listen, behind the factory noises of your panic the birds are singing again;  

the sky is clearing. Spring is coming. And we are always encompassed by love.  

Open the window of your soul and though you may not be able to touch across the empty square 

sing. 

 

Helpline for the Needy 

Cork City Council has launched a Covid-19 Community Response Forum to ensure that vulnerable 

members of the community or those living alone can access vital grocery, medicine and fuel 

deliveries and other social care supports. 

The team can be contacted on a dedicated community support helpline at 1800-222-226 which is 

running from 8am - 8pm seven days a week. Contact can also be made by contacting 

covidsupport@corkcity.ie. 

The core aim of this forum is contributing to the community-wide effort to limit the spread of COVID-

19 by ensuring a coordinated community response. Cork City Council’s COVID-19 Community 

Response Forum will work to ensure that local resources - including social care support and social 

contact – are targeted at the people who need them most. 

  

Collection of Pensions 

An Post have introduced a new measure that in the event of a customer not being able to collect 

their Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection payments personally at the post 

office. A nominated person (Temporary Agent) can be nominated to collect the payment on their 

behalf. This will be important for older people who may not be in a position to collect their pensions 

as well as people with other underlying health conditions and are in receipt of social welfare 

payments. A form ‘Appointment of Temp Agent’ can be collected at any Post Office. Once 

completed a nominated person can collect the payments. 

  
SuperValu, Centra and the GAA have partnered up to launch a new initiative called Club 

Together to support older people in Ireland during the Corona-19 crisis. The goal of Club Together 

is to capitalise on Ireland's unique community spirit, by helping older people who do not have family 

and friends around to support them. Get more info at:  https://www.gaa.ie/news/supervalu-centra-

and-the-gaa-club-together/ 

  

SeniorLine is a FREEPHONE service that operates between 10am and 10pm every day of the 

year on 1800 804591. Any caller, concerned about Covid-19, will receive the most up to date 

guidance as recommended by Government sources. Good health practice is reinforced at all 

times. This information is updated daily as the situation changes and is available to each of our 

volunteers at the phones. 

 
Catholic Cardinal holds China Responsible for Carona Virus 

A Myanmar Catholic Cardinal, Charles Maung Bo, has accused the Chinese Communist Party of 

being “morally culpable” for the coronavirus pandemic that has “destroyed lives all over the world,” 

with the “Chinese people the first victims.” 

Bo accused Beijing of silencing doctors and journalists who warned about the virus in December, 

and of not acting to isolate Wuhan and Hubei until January 23. He cited a University of 

Southampton study that found had “China acted responsibly just one, two or three weeks more 

quickly, the number affected by the virus would have been cut by 66 percent, 86 percent and 95 

percent, respectively. Its failure has unleashed a global contagion killing thousands.” 

There is also “deep concern” that the “Chinese regime’s official statistics significantly downplay the 

scale of infection within China. “Lies and propaganda have put millions of lives around the world in 

danger” said Cardinal Bo. Myanmar, where Catholics are about one percent of the population, is 

particularly hard hit and “extremely vulnerable. “Bordering China, where COVID-19 first began, we 

are a poor nation, without the health and social care resources that more developed nations have,” 

he noted. “Hundreds of thousands of people in Myanmar are displaced by conflict, living in camps 

in the country or on our borders without adequate sanitation, medicines or care,” he said. 

“In such  
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