
       Ascension Parish 

                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

             Sunday, May 17, 2020. 

   Sixth Sunday of Easter (A)  

 
Centenary of birth of Pope Saint John-Paul II  

Tomorrow, Monday, 18th May, marks the centenary of the birth of Pope John Paul II. Born at 

Wadowice, Poland on May 18, 1920, John Paul II lived through first Nazi and then Soviet terror - 

and witnessed suffering on a horrific scale. Indeed, suffering and loss were a large part of his early 

boyhood. Yet, John Paul II never allowed suffering crush him – and emerged as one of the most 

compassionate and outstanding philosophers of the 20th Century.  

One of the most poignant moments of Pope John Paul’s Pontificate was at Yad Vashem, the Jewish 

Holocaust Memorial, while on a state visit to Israel, on March 23rd 2000. There the sight of the 

octogenarian pope bowed in silent prayer over the memorial hall’s eternal flame and the words 

addressed moved many to tears, including many Jews. He said: “In this place of memories, the 

mind and heart and soul feel an extreme need for silence. Silence in which to remember. Silence 

in which to make some sense of the memories that come flooding back. Silence because there are 

no words strong enough to deplore the terrible tragedy of the Shoah [the Holocaust].” 

American academic and friend of John Paul, George Weigel,  remarked: “He could preach 

solidarity, embody solidarity, and call people to a deeper solidarity because he was a radically 

converted Christian disciple: one who believed in the depth of his being that salvation history - the 

story of God’s self-revelation to the People of Israel and ultimately in Jesus Christ - is the deepest 

truth, the inner truth, of world history. John Paul II, who was seen in person by more people than 

any human being in history, could move millions because the grace of God shone through him, 

ennobling all whom its brightness and warmth touched. That was the key to John Paul II radiant, 

Christ-centred faith. Pope John Paul was canonised Saint of the Universal Church on 27th April, 

2014. In these troubled times may Saint John Paul II intercede for us. 

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to € 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

May 17, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Cathedral 087 238 1187 

 

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

                                              (Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 16, May 

6pm.  

Sun 17,  

9am.  

11.30am.  

Mon 18.  

8am.            All Masses fixed for these  

10am.          dates shall be rescheduled  

Tue 19.       once life returns to normal.  

8am 

10am.  

Wed 20. 

8am.  

10am.  

Thu 21.  

8am.  

10am.  

Fri 22. 

8am.  

10am.  

Sat 23. 

10am.  
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Tom O’Donoghue, Blarney Street 

Denis Cronin, formerly Cathedral Road, 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 

consider dropping a few Euro into our  
Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 

 
 

 
 

mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
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Churches to Open for Private Worship 

As and from tomorrow Monday, 18th May, Churches across Ireland are permitted to open its door 

for private worship only – subject to strict conditions. (Liturgical worship and the celebration of the 

Sacraments will be permitted to resume at a later date). Some of the conditions are:  

 Signs on display indicating what is expected of all worshippers entering the church; 

 Regular and rigid cleaning of the space used by worshippers;   

 Physical distance (2m) be maintained at all times among worshippers; 

 The sanitization of hands by worshippers arriving and leaving the church building; 

 Worshippers will enter via one door and leave via another maintaining a one-way system; 

 A roster of Stewards be established to ensure that there is compliance with required 

regulations. 

Here at Gurranabraher, our church will be open each weekday from 10am to 3pm. We appeal to 

parishioners to once again find refuge and strength in this church building where generations before 

us have sought refuge at crisis moments in their lives.  

While Covid-19 infections and death rates have fallen – (thanks to the punitive measures already 

taken) – a resurgence still presents a real and ever present danger. The expense incurred so far in 

curtailing the virus is threatening to bankrupt many, many states. Any major re-occurrence now will 

be a cataclysmic event for Ireland and many other nations. Hence, each of us must do all in our 

power to make sure that Covid-19 is kept at bay. We, Catholics, illuminated by the gospel, know 

that prayer is a central element in ridding the world of this pestilence. For the sake of our future - 

and the future of our children – we need to intercede fervently before God to show us the way out 

of this morass. Let our churches be places once again where people plead before the Lord – and 

may these prayers be answered for all our sakes.   

Pray - and Display Sacred Images from your Homes 

As Covid-19 darkens our landscape causing death and destruction everywhere it is easy to become 

despondent and fearful about the future. If there is ever a ‘hopeful season’ it is Easter - From Easter 

Sunday to Pentecost the Church shouts aloud the message that ‘Christ is Risen’; death does not 

have the last word. Pope Benedict once remarked that the greatest contribution Christians can make 

in the world is to radiate joy and hope. In these despondent times Christians get an opportunity to 

shine – to tell the world that Jesus is alive; that everything is in God’s hands. 

One of the ways that we can reassure our world in these troubled times is for parishioners to display 

a religious object from the windows of their houses. A picture of the Sacred Heart of Jesus or one 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary, (or any other saint), can give a powerful message that God and his Elect 

are with his people in these moments of danger. 

Such a display will let others know that you are praying for an end to this scourge that threatens to 

unleash devastating results both short term and long term on the Irish Nation. We ask that you would 

encourage other believers to do the same. 

 

 

Priests stand with their people 

We remind parishioners that we continue to hold them in our prayers and in our Masses that we 

celebrate privately each day. For everyone there is much adjusting to do in these unprecedented 

times. We feel for the many who cherished the Eucharist each day and who now feel abandoned 

by everyone – even the Church. We ask them to have faith – to put their trust in God. We encourage 

all to say the Rosary daily for the world. If only families would begin to say the Rosary what a 

difference it would make to the world.  

Gurranabraher Website – gurranabraherparish.ie 

We remind parishioners again that our parish has a live website - gurranabraherparish.ie We invite 

parishioners to visit our site. It will keep you informed and up-to-date on parish activities. Visit the 

Gallery page and see plenty of photos of former parish events. Find the daily readings and visit the 

links provided for sound Catholic faith formation.  

Meals on Wheels  

Gurranabraher Meals on Wheels delivers hot, nutritious meals daily to many of our senior 

neighbours in the Churchfield/Gurranabraher/Blarney Street area. If you or someone you know 

would like to avail of this service please contact us at 021 430 1037.  

Novena Masses 

We wish to encourage more of our parishioners to use the Novena Mass Cards for different 

occasion. Particularly at this time when the public are prevented from attending Funeral Masses. 

These cards are deeply appreciated by people are times of anniversaries of deaths, at times of 

sickness, at times of death itself, at birthdays, exams or just to say ‘Thank You’ to those who have 

been good to us. At difficult moments it is nice to know that you have the support of the community.  

Europe has run out of Steam 

“’A great existential tiredness afflicts Europe so much so that it has little desire to reproduce itself, 

fight for itself or even take its own side in an argument.’ Indeed, European elites seem persuaded 

that it would not matter if the people and culture of Europe were lost to the world. 

This dire situation - the loss by Europeans of their “beliefs, traditions and legitimacy”, a loss which 

has brought about an “existential civilizational tiredness” – a pervasive feeling that Europe has run 

out of steam. Although not unique to Europe this existential tiredness has occurred at precisely the 

moment when millions of non-European migrants began to move in. And although large migrations 

into a society confident about its identity might well have positive results, “the movement of millions 

of people into a guilty, jaded and dying culture cannot”, especially when many of the millions in 

question have a strong religious faith and culture, the history of which is characterized by relentless 

and prolonged conflicts with Christendom.” (The Strange Death of Europe – Douglas Murray) 

 

“God will not allow unrighteousness to become eternal. He permits revolutions, disintegration 

and chaos as reminders that our thinking has been wrong – and that our dreams 

have been unholy.” (Archbishop Fulton Sheehan – 1947) 


