
       Ascension Parish 

                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

             Sunday, May 24, 2020. 

   Feast of Ascension (A)  

 
 

The Ascension of Our Lord  

This Sunday we commemorate Jesus’ decent to his Father after accomplishing the work 

He came into this world to do which was to restore the communion that existed in the 

beginning between creature and Creator – a communion that was destroyed by the 

disobedience of our first parents when they rebelled against God - and refused to live their 

creaturely status. The Ascension event occurred forty days after Jesus Christ rose from 

the dead on Easter Sunday. On this day, the risen Christ, in the sight of His apostles, 

ascended bodily into Heaven (Luke 24:51; Mark 16:19; Acts 1:9-11).   

The reality of Christ's Ascension is so important that the creeds (the basic statements of 

belief) of Christianity all affirm, in the words of the Apostles' Creed: "He ascended into 

heaven, sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from thence He shall come to 

judge the living and the dead." Christ's bodily Ascension foreshadows our own entrance 

into Heaven not simply as souls, after our death, but as glorified bodies, after the 

resurrection of the dead at the Final Judgment.  

Our Parish is dedicated to our Ascended Lord. In a plaque in the Sacristy a promise 

is made by Bishop Lucey in 1956 that “as long as this building lasts prayers will be 

offered on this day for all who contributed to the building of this church.” May God 

reward with eternal life all who worshipped in this church - and who in difficult times 

contributed to the building of this beautiful edifice - built for the glory of God.    

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to € 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

May 24, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Cathedral 087 238 11 87 

 

 
 

         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

                                              (Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 23, May 

6pm.  

Sun 24,  

9am.  

11.30am.  

Mon 25.  

8am.            All Masses fixed for these  

10am.          dates shall be rescheduled  

Tue 26.       once life returns to normal.  

8am 

10am.  

Wed 27. 

8am.  

10am.  

Thu 28.  

8am.  

10am.  

Fri 29. 

8am.  

10am.  

Sat 30. 

10am.  
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Marie Cremin, St Enda’s Road 

Sheila Leahy, Harbour View Road 

Martin Aherne late of Churchfield Gardens 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 

consider dropping a few Euro into our  
Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 

 
 

 
 

https://www.thoughtco.com/easter-in-the-catholic-church-542486
http://www.drbo.org/x/d?b=drb&bk=49&ch=24&l=51#x
http://www.drbo.org/x/d?b=drb&bk=48&ch=16&l=19#x
http://www.drbo.org/x/d?b=drb&bk=51&ch=1&l=9#x
https://www.thoughtco.com/god-the-father-701152
mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
mailto:Tel:%20021-4303%20658
mailto:aidan1302@gmail.com


Pray - and Display Sacred Images from your Homes 

As Covid-19 darkens our landscape causing death and destruction it is easy to become despondent 

and fearful about the future. If there is ever a ‘hopeful season’ it is Easter when the Church shouts 

aloud the message that ‘Christ is Risen’; death does not have the last word. Pope Benedict once 

remarked that the greatest contribution Christians can make in the world is to radiate joy and hope. 

In these despondent times Christians get an opportunity to shine. 

One of the ways that we can reassure our world in these troubled times is for parishioners to display 

a religious object from the windows of their houses. A picture of the Sacred Heart of Jesus or one 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary, (or any other saint), can give a powerful message that God and his Elect 

are with his people in these moments of danger. 

Such a display will let others know that you are praying for an end to this scourge that threatens to 

unleash devastating results both short term and long term on the Irish Nation. We ask that you would 

encourage other believers to do the same. 

‘Ageism’ evident throughout this covid-19 Pandemic   

Evident throughout this Pandemic is the discriminatory way the ‘elderly’ have been treated by both 

Church and State. Arguably, the most socially responsible group in society have been robbed of 

their freedom to exercise choice and told that they must ‘cocoon’ – a word itself which suggests that 

they must be sheltered, cosseted, protected. Other equally high-risk groups such as the ‘obese’ and 

‘diabetics’ etc, were given no such direct orders because it would be politically incorrect to do so. 

But, because over 70s are generally regarded as docile to the dictates of authority, they are singled 

out and discriminated against. Also, Priests over 70 have been ‘stood-down’ and deprived of 

exercising their priestly ministry during this pandemic. No dialogue here, no opportunity given for 

them to make moral choices – and no opportunity given for men to become heroes. For long the 

Church has accused both the media and politicians of being influenced too often by ‘group-think’ yet 

this ‘dictat’ is a fine example of it. As in most other things in society today there is a huge absence 

of common-sense.     

Priests stand with their people 

We remind parishioners that we continue to hold them in our prayers and in our Masses that we 

celebrate privately each day. For everyone there is much adjusting to do in these unprecedented 

times. We feel for the many who cherished the Eucharist each day and who now feel abandoned by 

everyone – even the Church. We ask them to have faith – to put their trust in God. We encourage 

all to say the Rosary daily for the world. If only families would begin to say the Rosary what a 

difference it would make to the world.  

Gurranabraher Website – gurranabraherparish.ie 

We remind parishioners again that our parish has a live website - gurranabraherparish.ie We invite 

parishioners to visit our site. It will keep you informed and up-to-date on parish activities. Visit the 

Gallery page and see plenty of photos of former parish events. Find the daily readings and visit the 

links provided for sound Catholic faith formation.  

Meals on Wheels  

Gurranabraher Meals on Wheels delivers hot, nutritious meals daily to many of our senior 

neighbours in the Churchfield/Gurranabraher/Blarney Street area. If you or someone you know 

would like to avail of this service please contact us at 021 430 1037.  

Helpline for the Needy 

Cork City Council has launched a Covid-19 Community Response Forum to ensure that vulnerable 

members of the community or those living alone can access vital grocery, medicine and fuel 

deliveries and other social care supports. 

The team can be contacted on a dedicated community support helpline at 1800-222-226 which is 

running from 8am - 8pm seven days a week. Contact can also be made by contacting 

covidsupport@corkcity.ie. The core aim of this forum is contributing to the community-wide effort 

to limit the spread of COVID-19 by ensuring a coordinated community response. Cork City 

Council’s COVID-19 Community Response Forum will work to ensure that local resources - 

including social care support and social contact – are targeted at the people who need them most. 

We must heed the Signs of the Times  

We live in truly apocalyptic times. The Coronavirus has brought the world to a standstill resulting 

in great confusion and fear. Whenever it ends the world will have to face issues not faced since 

the aftermat of World War II. A generation healthier and wealthier than any generation before it will 

have to adjust to a new and more impoverished way of living. All of this will severely test what we 

are made of – and what really sustains us!  

Off the news because of the Coronavirus is the ‘locust plague’ that is storming through east Africa 

and South Asia – and which the World Health Organisation warns: “threatens food security for the 

poorest people in the world”. Hundreds of billions of locusts have conquered territory in at least 

eight countries, overwhelming governments and aid organizations while consuming crops and 

grazing land so rapidly that experts fear widespread famine. Then, in recent months we had the 

devastating forest-fires across America, New Zealand and Australia.  

That such events have always occurred throughout history is a fact. What is different in these times 

is how we respond to events. In the past recourse to prayer – beseeching the Lord of the Universe 

– to ‘come to our aid’ was a first-response. When things seemed outside our control we asked the 

Lord for strength and the wherewithal to address a situation. This generation has turned its back 

on the Lord – preferring to ‘go it alone’. The frightening fact is that man cannot ‘go it alone’. Each 

time we have tried we only add to the confusion. These times should be a warning to all of us that 

we need God in our lives. Without God, we have no compass to know where we are - or where we 

are going. God does not intrude in our personal freedom. His help is only forthcoming when we 

ask for it. Man must discover, and discover quickly, that we need God; otherwise we will destroy 

ourselves and our world completely.   

“God will not allow unrighteousness to become eternal. He permits revolutions, disintegration 

and chaos as reminders that our thinking has been wrong – and that our dreams 

have been unholy.” (Archbishop Fulton Sheehan – 1947) 

mailto:covidsupport@corkcity.ie

