
       Ascension Parish 

                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

             Sunday, May 31, 2020. 

   Pentecost Sunday (A)  

 

Pentecost - Holy Spirit Rebuilds the Bridge between Earth and Heaven 
 
Today we celebrate the great Feast of Pentecost – the 
day the Holy Spirit descended powerfully upon the 
Apostles; and thus the Church's mission in the world 
began. Pentecost is recognized as the beginning of the 
Church – it is born to go out and tell the whole world 
that the Risen Jesus is for all peoples of every place 
and time.   
Pentecost is the new Sinai, it is the feast of the new 

pact, in which the Covenant with Israel is extended to 

all the people of the earth. For this reason, the Church 

was Catholic and missionary from her inception. The 

universality of salvation is significantly highlighted in the 

list of ethnic groups who listened to the first announcement of the Apostles. The People 

of God ... was enlarged ... until it no longer knew frontiers of race, culture, space or time. 

Unlike what happened in the Tower of Babel - when men, intent on building a way to 

heaven with their own hands, ended up by destroying their capacity to understand one 

another - in the Pentecost event the Spirit, with the gift of tongues, shows how His 

presence unites and transforms confusion into communion. ... The Holy Spirit ... rebuilds 

the bridge of true communication between earth and heaven. The Holy Spirit is Love. 

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to € 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 

Special thanks to  

Eily Morris and her supporters  

for collecting the sum of €500.00 for church 

renovations during the month of April. 

We deeply appreciate this contribution at a 

time when no income is coming into the 

church. 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

 
May 31, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Farranree 087 096 71 77 

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

                                              (Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 30, May 

6pm.  

Sun 31,  

9am.  

11.30am.  

Mon 1, June.  

8am.          All Masses fixed for these  

10am.        dates shall be rescheduled  

Tue 2.       once life returns to normal.  

8am 

10am.  

Wed 3. 

8am.  

10am.  

Thu 4.  

8am.  

10am.  

Fri 5. 

8am.  

10am.  

Sat 6. 

10am.  
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 

consider dropping a few Euro into our  
Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 

 
 

 

 

mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
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Departure of Christian Brothers from Fairhill 

This week, the last two remaining Christian Brothers in Cork, Br Ned Hyden and Br Ben Cusack, 

locked the doors of the North Monastery, at Fairhill, for the last time; thus, ending the Brothers 209 

year presence at Cork’s most famous School. ‘The Mon’ a foundation established by the Venerable 

Edmund Rice, in 1811, to bring education to the most abandoned and forgotten, started in a small 

hut situated at the back of the North Cathedral. For all those 209 years the Christian Brothers never 

lost sight of that goal. Generation after generation of boys from working-class homes found in the 

Mon, the tools and the inspiration that equipped them make their own indelible imprint in the world. 

In recent years the Gaelcoláiste, (AG), went co-ed opening its doors to girls as well. Many of our 

parishioners from Gurranbraher and Churchfield are hugely proud of acknowledging the Mon as 

their Alma Mater – and grateful to have had the opportunity to get an education there. While we 

must acknowledge, that just like other institutions, the regime at times was harsh and excessive, 

and crimes were committed against the young, the vast majority of Christian Brother were generous, 

decent men who strove to produce citizens that any nation would be proud of. Both Tomás McCurtin 

and Terence McSwiney, Cork’s most famous sons, would testify to that. On behalf of the parish of 

Gurranabraher we thank the Christian Brother for their magnificent contribution to education here in 

the northside. Perhaps, one day Ireland will finally come to realise the enormous debt of gratitude it 

owes the Christian Brothers.   

Novena to the Sacred Heart On-Line 

The annual Novena to Sacred Heart will take place again this year at Sacred heart Church, Western 

Road, Cork,  from 11th – 19th June. Masses will be celebrated each day (in private) at 10am and 

again at 7.30pm. All Masses will be live-streamed. To view go to Google Missionaries of the Sacred 

heart - live stream.  

‘Ageism’ evident throughout this covid-19 Pandemic   

Evident throughout this Pandemic is the discriminatory way the ‘elderly’ have been treated by both 

Church and State. Arguably, the most socially responsible group in society have been robbed of 

their freedom to exercise choice and told that they must ‘cocoon’ – a word itself which suggests that 

they must be sheltered, cosseted, protected. Other equally high-risk groups such as the ‘obese’ and 

‘diabetics’ etc, were given no such direct orders because it would be politically incorrect to do so. 

But, because over 70s are generally regarded as docile to the dictates of authority, they are singled 

out and discriminated against. Also, Priests over 70 have been ‘stood-down’ and deprived of 

exercising their priestly ministry during this pandemic. No dialogue here, no opportunity given for 

them to make moral choices – and no opportunity given for men to become heroes. For long the 

Church has accused both the media and politicians of being influenced too often by ‘group-think’ yet 

this ‘diktat’ is a fine example of it. As in most other things in society today there is a huge absence 

of common-sense.     

Church of Ascension open each day for private prayer before the Lord 

in the Blessed Sacrament from 10am – 3.15pm. 

Novena Mass Cards 

We wish to encourage more of our parishioners to use the Novena Mass Cards for different 

occasion. Particularly at this time when the public are prevented from attending Funeral Masses. 

These cards are deeply appreciated by people are times of anniversaries of deaths, at times of 

sickness, at times of death itself, at birthdays, exams or just to say ‘Thank You’ to those who have 

been good to us. At difficult moments it is nice to know that you have the support of the community.  

Gurranabraher Website – gurranabraherparish.ie 

We remind parishioners again that our parish has a live website - gurranabraherparish.ie We invite 

parishioners to visit our site. It will keep you informed and up-to-date on parish activities. Visit the 

Gallery page and see plenty of photos of former parish events. Find the daily readings and visit the 

links provided for sound Catholic faith formation.  

Meals on Wheels  

Gurranabraher Meals on Wheels delivers hot, nutritious meals daily to many of our senior 

neighbours in the Churchfield/Gurranabraher/Blarney Street area. If you or someone you know 

would like to avail of this service please contact us at 021 430 1037.  

Private Companies to censor what it considers to be ‘Hateful content’ 

On the 13th May, the French Parliament, following their German counterparts, passed into law a 

bill that compels private companies such as Google, Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, etc. to act as 

‘thought police’ and censor what it considers to be ‘hateful content’ or face very heavy penalties. 

Almost certainly other EU Countries are now poised to follow. That there is ‘hateful-content’ on 

social media sites and that it does serious damage is undeniable. But directing social media 

companies to become ‘thought police’ is a very dangerous precedent indeed in a democracy. The 

fear of being sanctioned make companies overzealous in interpreting the law thereby stifling 

legitimate debate. For over thirty years, in Ireland, the self-censorship by the media fearing coming 

into conflict with Section 31 of the Broadcasting Act stifled necessary debate on the conflict in 

‘northern Ireland’ – and in the views of many prolonged the conflict. The French Minister for Justice, 

Nicole Belloubet, remarked ominously that this new law will make people “think twice before 

crossing the red line if they know that there is a high likelihood that they will be held to account". 

We know that the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, (OIC), representing 57 Islamic countries 

have campaigned strenuously for laws preventing ‘hate speech’ – and ‘hate speech’ for the OIC is 

any kind of criticism of Islam. There are already laws in existence in most countries that prohibits 

‘hate speech’: but because few complaints are filed by the injured parties, few investigations are 

carried out and few convictions are handed down the French government is now entrusting social 

media companies to police the internet. This is a development that we should all be worries about. 

 

“God will not allow unrighteousness to become eternal. He permits revolutions, disintegration 

and chaos as reminders that our thinking has been wrong – and that our dreams 

have been unholy.” (Archbishop Fulton Sheehan – 1947) 


