
       Ascension Parish 

                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

             Sunday, June 7, 2020. 

        Trinity Sunday (A)  

 

Feast of Holy Trinity – A Community of Persons 

The concept that there are three ‘ever existing’ distinct 

persons, Father, Son and Spirit, equal in nature, substance 

and essence – (consubstantial) - that together makes up 

the Godhead who we worship is truly a mind boggling 

concept – totally beyond the comprehension of our puny 

minds. How did we come to this truth? Certainly not by the 

normal ways of acquiring knowledge, i.e. the senses or the 

intellect - we come to it through ‘divine revelation’ alone. 

God has revealed through his prophets and finally through his Son, Jesus Christ, 

something of his own being which is trinitarian. A community of persons inextricably bound 

together in some kind of ‘’magnetic field’ of unfathomable love. The inter-relatedness and 

inter-activity, (dynamic), between these three persons, generates into existence every 

created thing - and floods the world with life, love, beauty and freedom.  

At life’s end we will be drawn back into this ‘magnetic field’ of the Trinity from whence we 

came and be absorbed forever in the mystery that God is. There we will spend our eternity 

in love, communion and dialogue with God, our Creator. 

That we can’t understand the mystery of the Trinity should not disturb us greatly. Someone 

once said that: “A God that would be small enough for us to understand would not be big 

enough for us to worship.”  

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to € 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 
 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

June 7, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Gurranabraher 085 804 1951  

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 
                                              (Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 6, June 

6pm.  

Sun 7,  

9am.  

11.30am.  

Mon 8,.  

8am.          All Masses fixed for these  

10am.        dates shall be rescheduled  

Tue 9.       once life returns to normal.  

8am 

10am.  

Wed 10. 

8am.  

10am.  

Thu 11.  

8am.  

10am.  

Fri 12. 

8am.  

10am.  

Sat 13. 

10am.  
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Mary Philpott, Churchfield Terrace 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 

consider dropping a few Euro into our  
Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 

 
 

 

 

mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
mailto:Tel:%20021-4303%20658
mailto:aidan1302@gmail.com


Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell – The last Four Things 

Canadian Catholic writer and artist, Michael D. O’Brien, the author of 28 books all with strong 

apocalyptic themes - the most famous being the gripping novel ‘Fr Elijah’ discloses what drives him 

to write literature relating to the ‘end times’. He said: “Half a century ago, at the time of my conversion 

to the faith, I experienced powerful graces that gave me eyes to see the condition of the world in 

our times, lights or understandings that I had been blind to during my years of unbelief. The question, 

‘Are we living in apocalyptic times?’ began then for me, and it has continued ever since. In late 1994 

or early 1995, while I was praying before the Blessed Sacrament, the story of Father Elijah appeared 

in my imagination, fully formed and very vivid, accompanied by a supernatural peace and the inner 

sense that I was being asked to write the story. It was never a case of saying to myself, ‘I think I’ll 

write an apocalyptic novel!’ and then setting out to do so. It really was a kind of spiritual obedience.”  

Michael D. O’Brien is particularly pessimistic about our present times, the evil, readily perceivable 

in the world, has penetrated even deep into the Church of God. He pleads: “We must pray for the 

purification and strengthening of the Church in a way that we have not since the beginning. While it 

is a healthy reaction to be profoundly troubled by what is happening in the Church, discouragement 

should have no place in our hearts. We must recognize that, after sin and error, the temptation to 

discouragement is one of the major tactics used by Satan against believers.” 

O’Brien believes that a chastisement is coming that is necessary for the purification of the Church 

and of the world. He cites the book of Ezekiel. He said: “In the Book of Ezekiel, the Lord, speaking 

through the prophet, has a great deal to say about shepherds, the good and the bad. He does not 

assess the shepherds by what they say with their mouths, but by how they act. I suggest that those 

who are concerned about the condition of the Church in our times read Ezekiel prayerfully and with 

attention. The eight and ninth chapter are especially pertinent. In it, the purification and chastisement 

of Israel began in the sanctuary of the Temple in Jerusalem. Is it beyond the realm of possibility that 

the purification and chastisement of the world in our times also begins in the ‘temple’, which is the 

Church? If the Church does not cleanse its own household, God surely will.” 

As Christians we need to ask ourselves whether we are becoming more fearful or more loving. Are 

we growing in trust? Do we stand firm? Do we hold our ground? Are we a sign of hope for others? 

Are we willing to lose everything for the sake of truth? At every moment, do we commit ourselves to 

the call to personal conversion, taking up our crosses daily, and fulfilling our particular roles in the 

evangelical mission of the Church? Do we keep the eyes of our hearts on the true horizon?  

Novena to the Sacred Heart On-Line 

The annual Novena to Sacred Heart will take place again this year at Sacred heart Church, Western 

Road, Cork,  from 11th – 19th June. Masses will be celebrated each day (in private) at 10am and 

again at 7.30pm. All Masses will be live-streamed. To view go to Google Missionaries of the Sacred 

heart - live stream.  

 

Church of Ascension open each day for private prayer before the Lord 

in the Blessed Sacrament from 10am – 3.15pm. 

Direct connection between the Eucharist and a Peaceful society 

Bishop Donald Joseph Hying, bishop of Madison, in the USA, has urged authorities to allow 

Catholics return to worship. He said: “the urgent need for greater access to the Mass has been 

shown over the past week in Madison and other cities with the outbreak of violence due to the 

death of George Floyd, a black man who died at the hands of Minneapolis police. Several nights 

of protests in downtown Madison led to rioting, widespread vandalism and looting.  

“The only power that is going to heal what is broken in our society and in the human being is the 

love of Christ,” Bishop Hying said. “The love of Christ is made most manifest in the celebration of 

Mass. There is a direct link between getting more people to Mass and restoring peace in our 

society. Religion needs to be the cornerstone of any culture that is going to flourish in a human and 

humane way.” 

Novena Mass Cards 

We wish to encourage more of our parishioners to use the Novena Mass Cards for different 

occasion. Particularly at this time when the public are prevented from attending Funeral Masses. 

These cards are deeply appreciated by people are times of anniversaries of deaths, at times of 

sickness, at times of death itself, at birthdays, exams or just to say ‘Thank You’ to those who have 

been good to us. At difficult moments it is nice to know that you have the support of the community.  

Gurranabraher Website – gurranabraherparish.ie 

We remind parishioners again that our parish has a live website - gurranabraherparish.ie We invite 

parishioners to visit our site. It will keep you informed and up-to-date on parish activities. Read also 

on the webpage the latest Parish Newsletter. the daily readings and visit the links provided for 

sound Catholic faith formation.  

Meals on Wheels  

Gurranabraher Meals on Wheels delivers hot, nutritious meals daily to many of our senior 

neighbours in the Churchfield/Gurranabraher/Blarney Street area. If you or someone you know 

would like to avail of this service please contact us at 021 430 1037.  

Pray - and Display Sacred Images from your Homes 

As Covid-19 darkens our landscape causing death and destruction it is easy to become 

despondent and fearful about the future. If there is ever a ‘hopeful season’ it is Easter when the 

Church shouts aloud the message that ‘Christ is Risen’; death does not have the last word. Pope 

Benedict once remarked that the greatest contribution Christians can make in the world is to radiate 

joy and hope. In these despondent times Christians get an opportunity to shine. 

One of the ways that we can reassure our world in these troubled times is for parishioners to display 

a religious object from the windows of their houses. A picture of the Sacred Heart of Jesus or one 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary, (or any other saint), can give a powerful message that God and his 

Elect are with his people in these moments of danger. Such a display will let others know that you 

are are praying for an end to this scourge that threatens to overwhelm us. 


