
       Ascension Parish 

                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

             Sunday, July 5, 2020. 

         14th Ordinary Time (A)  

Welcome back to Parishioners  

This morning we welcome back many parishioners who have been unable to attend Mass due to 

the Covid-19 Lockdown for almost three months. We understand for many that these three months 

have been long, hard and very challenging - and the absence from Sunday Mass only added to 

the fears and isolation. We thank you for your presence with us this morning even though Covid-

19 still stalks the land – and can emerge big-time at any moment. As Christians, we gather to do 

what every generation has done before us in the face of calamity - to pray fervently that the world 

will be rid of this plague that is wrecking havoc on families and on society.  

We remember those who have lost loved ones from our community over the past three months 

and whose grief (in some cases) was compounded by the fact that they could not be present with 

them in their final moments. The restriction imposed at Funeral Services further added to the pain. 

May your presence at Mass this Sunday morning help you to realise that your dead, though no 

longer visible, remain inextricably involved in your lives. An African proverb says it rightly: “Our 

dead are closer to us than our jugular vein”.  

Finally, we lovingly remember those who have died during the ‘Lock-down’:  
Maurice O’Sullivan, Fairhill Drive;    Paddy O’Mahony, Cathedral Road; 
Margaret O’Keeffe, Mount Eden Road:   Sylvie Nagle, St Enda’s Road;  
Elizabeth Warren, Presentation Road;   Jennie McCarthy, Cathedral Road; 
Ned Manley, Templeacre Avenue,    May Buckley, St Brigid’s Road, 
Stephen Watkins, Gurranabraher Road;  Nora Ahern, Templeacre Avenue; 
Phil Sorenson, Templeacre Avenue;   Michael O’Connell, Templeacre Avenue; 
Denis Cronin, Ardcullen, Hollyhill;    Thomas O’Donoghue, Blarney Street; 
Sheila Leahy, Harbour View Road;   Marie Cremin, St Enda’s Road; 
Agnes O’Callaghan, Templeacre Avenue;   Paddy O’Leary, Orrery Road. 

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to € 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 
 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

July 5, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Cathedral 087 238 1187 

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 
                                              (Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 4, July 

6pm. Nora Slavin, RIP (40th Anniv) 

Sun 5. 

9am. Ann O’Driscoll, RIP (9th Anniv) 

11.30am. Tony O’Connell, RIP (10th Anniv) 

Mon 6.   

10am. Donor’s Intention  

Tue 7.        

10am. Rose & Mossy Moore, (Get Well) 

Wed 8. 

10am. Donor’s Intention 

Thu 9.  

10am. Special Intention 

Fri 10. 

10am. Donor’s Intention. 

Sat 11. 

10am. Pro Prop  

 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

 

 

Requiescat in Pace. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 

consider dropping a few Euro into our  
Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 
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Protocols re Covid-19 must be adhered to 

On whether Church services will be allowed to continue with over 50 in number will be determined 

by the way Worshippers adhere to the Protocols drawn up regarding Sunday Masses. For all our 

sakes we plead with those attending Mass to observe the instructions which will be issued before 

each of the Masses. The following protocols must be observed:  

i) Hands must be sanitised upon entering and leaving the church 

ii) Social distancing (2 Metres) must be observed at all times. 

iii) Face coverings are strongly recommended 

iv) Follow the instructions of Stewards when coming for Holy Communion 

v)     Strictly no movement of people between sections before, during or after the service 

vi)     The premises must be well-ventilated. 

vii)     Worshippers must not congregate outside the church either before or after Masses. 

Baptisms Resume – But with Restricted Numbers 

Infant Baptisms will resume from first Saturday of July.  Each Baptism will be restricted to 6 persons 

attending the Baptism ceremony. If you wish to have your child baptised please contact the Parish 

Office – 021 4303 655. 

Special Meeting of Parents regarding the Sacrament of Confirmation 

A special meeting will be held on this Monday, 6th July @ 6pm at Ascension Church with parents of 

children who were to have received the Sacrament of Holy Communion in May. The meeting is to 

see how the Sacrament of Confirmation can be administered this year bearing in mind the severe 

restrictions in place due to Covid-19. We ask at least one parent to be present for the meeting.  

First Holy Communion for Children from Scoil Padre Pio – October 3rd, 2020. 

The ‘First Holy Communion Celebration’ due to have taken place in May, and which was deferred 

due to Covid-19, is now rescheduled for Saturday 3rd October at 10.30am. In the meantime, we 

encourage children awaiting First Holy Communion and Confirmation to please attend church each 

Sunday along with parents. 

Eucharistic Adoration each Friday                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

There is ‘Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament’ at the Fatima Chapel each Friday, beginning after 

the 10am Mass - and concluding at 6pm. Pope Benedict spoke of the necessity of Eucharistic 

Adoration “in order to help the world rediscover again the face and love of God.” We invite all 

parishioners to come at any time during these hours of adoration and spend some time with Jesus 

says: “Come to me all you who labour and are overburdened – and find rest for your souls.” 

Mass Cards available for all occasions 

Mass Cards are available at the Parish Office for all occasion, RIP, Get Well, Birthdays, 

Anniversaries, Exams, etc. – the intentions are included in Nine Masses (Novena) celebrated each 

month in the parish. Card cost €3.  

 

Without Jesus man suffers only an aching hunger 

The world’s only hope is Christ, the Infant King, born in Bethlehem… When Bethlehem fades from 

the heart and souls of men, then their starved souls escape to a dead-end transcendence. Look at 

our culture without Christ. Its men and women, especially its young, seek to step beyond their 

flattened world by absorption with ghosts, and zombies; with end of the world obsessions and 

cartoon superheroes. What a pity - for the true Hero is so close - awaiting them in the unintimidating 

face of a Divine Child. Christmas imposes upon every Catholic a solemn obligation: to tell the world 

that our joy, our answer, our peace and our rescue lay in the humility of Bethlehem.   

Volunteers for Meals on wheels 

Volunteers needed to help in ‘Meals on Wheels’ kitchen at Parochial Hall. It involves offering about 

two hours once a week from 9am to 11am. During the Covid-19 crisis a lot of extra work has been 

placed on the shoulders of the two regular ladies, Liz Murphy and Rita McDonagh, who prepare 

about 40 meals each day. If you are interested please contact Fr Tomás at 021 4303 655 or 089 

6054 771. Indeed, we wish to thank Liz and Rita and the Driver Volunteers who stayed at their 

posts throughout the Corona crisis.   

Booking Mass Intentions 

Those who had booked Mass intentions that were not honoured due to the Covid-19 Lockdown 

should report to the Parish Office to have the said Masses rescheduled.  

We invite parishioners to resume the practice of remembering and praying for loved ones at 

anniversary time and at birthday time. The only real gift that we can give our dead is by praying 

and offering Mass for them.  

Visiting the Sick and Housebound 

Each month the priests of the parish visit the elderly and housebound: many of whom were once 

strong, active members of this parish community but can no longer now attend weekly Mass. We 

remind those who have loved ones unable to attend Mass to please bring it to the attention of the 

priests. See front page for telephone numbers.  

Novena Mass Cards 

We wish to encourage more of our parishioners to use the Novena Mass Cards for different 

occasions particularly at this time when the public are prevented from attending Funeral Masses. 

These cards are deeply appreciated by people at times of death - or anniversaries of deaths. We 

also have Cards for to send at times of sickness, for birthdays, exams or just to say ‘Thank You’ to 

those who have been good to us. At difficult moments it is nice to know that you have the support 

of the Christian community. 

 

“God will not allow unrighteousness to become eternal. He permits revolutions,  

Disintegration and chaos as reminders  that our thinking has been wrong – and that our dreams 

have been unholy.” (Archbishop Fulton Sheehan – 1947) 

 


