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Church must remain Steadfast and Unaccommodating 

There are many who write nowadays that the Church has lost touch with the world – especially 

with the world of the young. They insist that the Church must accommodate her teachings and 

doctrines to the ‘fads’ of the times. Former Pope, Benedict XVI, insists that were the church to do 

that it would no longer be ‘a light’ to the world. He wrote: “For the Church to be ‘light’ to the world 

it must be detached from the world. This is necessary so that the active potency of the faith can be 

revealed again. We have to remain steadfast and unaccommodating, in order to demonstrate, 

without any frivolity, that Christianity is intertwined with a world-view that reaches beyond every-

thing linked with a secular, materialistic attitude. The Christian world-view involves the revelation 

of the eternal God. It is naïve to think you only need to dress all in different clothes, speak as the 

world speaks, and then suddenly all will be well. We must find our way back to an authentic 

proclamation, and a liturgy that brings the radiant mystery of the Mass to light.” Benedict makes it 

clear that the true problems of the Church lie not in dwindling numbers but in a dwindling faith. He 

said: “The extinguishing of the Christian conscience is causing the crisis - the lukewarmness in 

prayer and worship; the neglect of mission. Benedict XVI insists that true reform is a question of 

inner awakening, of setting hearts on fire. “The top priority is to proclaim what we can know and 

believe with certainty about Jesus Christ.” Pope Benedict welcomes (and sees great hope) in the 

dynamism and enthusiasm of the African, South American and Asian Churches. He believes that 

it can reinvigorate the tired West, “wake it from its exhaustion, from it forgetfulness of the faith”. His 

criticism of the European Church, particularly the Church in Germany, is that it has become too 

weighed down, even crushed, by bureaucracy – that it no longer has a living dynamism.  

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to €560.00 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 

Building fund Contributions - €1,785.00. 

 

Special Thanks to Con’s Shop for raising 

the sum of €410.00. 

 
 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

July 12, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Cathedral 087 238 1187 

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

                                              (Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 11, July 

6pm. Margaret Clarke, RIP (5th Anniv) 

Sun 12. 

9am.Kathleen’s Special Intention  

11.30am. Christy O’Connell, RIP (23rd Anniv)  

Mon 13.   

10am. for Those who Self-Harm 

Tue 14.        

10am. Donor’s Intention  

Wed 15. 

10am. James Stout & Marie Dennehy, RIP 

Thu 16.  

10am. For Declan & Georgina who are Ill  

Fri 17. 

10am. Keith Kelleher, RIP 

Sat 18. 

10am. Pro Prop  

 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

 

 

Requiescat in Pace. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 

consider dropping a few Euro into our  
Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 
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What is Covid-19  

Covid-19 is an illness, identified in late 2019, caused by a new coronavirus SARS-CoV-2, that has 

resulted in thousands of deaths worldwide. The virus is spread mainly through tiny droplets 

scattered from the nose and mouth of a person who is already infected – even in many cases when 

they are not aware of it. The droplets can be scattered when the infected person coughs, sneezes, 

talks or laughs. As Covid-19 is a new illness, we are still learning about how easily the virus spreads 

from person to person - and how to control it.  

The Covid-19 virus can be picked up if you come into close contact with someone who is 

shedding  droplets containing the virus, when they talk, laugh, cough or sneeze. You can also get 

infected if you touch - with your hands – a surface or object (for example a table top or a religious 

item) contaminated with virus, and then you touch your mouth, nose or eyes without having washed 

or sanitised your hands thoroughly. The surest way to avoid contacting the virus is that each person 

would santised their hands when entering and leaving the church and making sure that the social 

distance of 2 metres is kept at all times. 

Abortion, along with Covid-19 takes its Toll in Ireland 

A Government Report released on 4th July, blandly, and with not a hint of compassion, detailed the 

number of ‘Terminations of Pregnancy’ which took place in Ireland in 2019. Some 6,666 human lives 

were ‘terminated’ – each one a unique, precious human being denied the opportunity of coming to 

birth - and making his/her own distinct contribution to human society. A hard-hitting statement issued 

by the ‘Council for Life’, an initiative of the Irish Catholic Bishops, spoke of the loss these aborted 

babies are to the nation - and indicated the guilt of those  66.4% who voted in May, 2018, to  remove 

the constitutional protection from the unborn. It pointed too to the guilt of the majority of politicians 

who voted to enact this law against life. It pleaded with all those who desire to build a world of love 

and justice to look beyond the statistics and to see what is at stake for humanity once we tolerate 

the crime of abortion. The statement concluded by calling on each individual and the political 

establishment to conversion.  

Church need to Recover the Practice of Eucharistic Devotion 

“Whenever worship is no longer done, wherever it is not a priority to pay honour to God, human 

realities can make no headway... Adoration is not a luxury but a necessity, because when people 

cease to adore God, they begin to worship themselves through exalting pleasure, power, and 

material goods. Failing to adore God, they begin to serve mammon (Mt 6:24) — and once they begin 

to serve mammon, they forget who they are. Without the Creator, the creature disappears…”    

                  (Pope Benedict XVI - 2008).  

Visiting the Sick and Housebound 

Each month the priests of the parish visit the elderly and housebound: many of whom were once 

strong, active members of this parish community but can no longer now attend weekly Mass. We 

remind those who have loved ones unable to attend Mass to please bring it to the attention of the 

priests. See front page for telephone numbers.  

Death of Msgr Georg Ratzinger – Brother of Pope Benedict XVI 

On July 1st, at Regensberg, Germany, 96 year old Msgr Georg Ratzinger, passed from this world 

after 69 years of Priesthood. Georg was ordained priest alongside his younger brother by three 

years, Joseph, (now Pope Benedict XVI), on 29th June, 1951. On learning of Msgr George’s 

deterioration in health, Pope Benedict XVI rushed to his bedside in Germany in late June – and 

spent five days with him; saying Mass together twice daily. While in Regensberg he took the 

opportunity of vising his parents and sister’s grave. He returned to the Vatican on June 22nd 

knowing he had seen his brother for the last time in earthly form. Both Georg, Joseph and their 

only sister, Maria, remained extremely close all their lives. Indeed, Maria never married and 

devoted her life to caring for her two brothers. She died in 1991. 

In moving comments on his late brother, Pope Benedict XVI expressed great satisfaction that he 

was able to be with his brother in his last days. He said: “When we said ‘goodbye’ I knew that it 

would be the last time that I would see him again in this world… but I don’t doubt that we will be 

reunited again in a new union in heaven”. Pope Benedict said of Georg: “sobriety and honesty were 

the true hallmarks” of his life… he was essentially a man of God.” He concluded: “Thank you, dear 

Georg, for all that you have done, suffered and given me in this life.”  

We pray for the soul of Msgr Georg - and we ask God to console Pope Benedict in his loss. 

Volunteers for Meals on wheels 

Volunteers needed to help in ‘Meals on Wheels’ kitchen at Parochial Hall. It involves offering about 

two hours once a week from 9am to 11am. During the Covid-19 crisis a lot of extra work has been 

placed on the shoulders of the two regular ladies, Liz Murphy and Rita McDonagh, who prepare 

about 40 meals each day. If you are interested please contact Fr Tomás at 021 4303 655 or 089 

6054 771. Indeed, we wish to thank cooks, Liz and Rita and the Driver Volunteers who stayed at 

their posts throughout the Corona crisis.  

Baptisms Resume – But with Restricted Numbers 

Infant Baptisms will resume from first Saturday of July.  Each Baptism will be restricted to 6 persons 

attending the Baptism ceremony. If you wish to have your child baptised please contact the Parish 

Office – 021 4303 655. 

Booking Mass Intentions 

Those who had booked Mass intentions that were not honoured due to the Covid-19 Lockdown 

should report to the Parish Office to have the said Masses rescheduled.  

We invite parishioners to resume the practice of remembering and praying for loved ones at 

anniversary time and at birthday time. The only real gift that we can give our dead is by praying 

and offering Mass for them.  

 

“God will not allow unrighteousness to become eternal. He permits revolutions,  

Disintegration and chaos as reminders  that our thinking has been wrong – and that our dreams 

have been unholy.” (Archbishop Fulton Sheehan – 1947) 


