
       Ascension Parish 

                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

             Sunday, July 19, 2020. 

         16th Ordinary Time (A)  

 

When God is Abolished – Man has nothing to Live or Die for. 

Georges Bernanos, (1888 – 1948), prolific writer and social critic of French society, is best 

remembered for two of his most famous novels, "The Diary of a Country Priest" (1946) and "Under 

Satan's Sun." (1947). Born into a family of craftsmen he, more than most in France at that time, 

saw clearly that French society was in terminal decline. He argued fiercely that the calamity that 

had befallen France, in 1940, (occupation by Germany), was due to ‘spiritual exhaustion’. Bernanos 

held that once people lose their spiritual values they sink into individualism and baseness – and 

they allow the world to collapse around them. The loss of spiritual values is only made bearable by 

creating a culture of material comfort – and feeds off of – personal selfishness. Eventually 

everything breaks down starting with the person, then community - and then the national spirit. In 

the end one no longer has anything to live for – or anything to die for.  

Two themes dominate Bernanos’ work. The first is man's eagerness to abolish, forget or rewrite 

his own history in favour of determinisms like liberal capitalism, which makes society nothing more 

than a market system, and Marxism. For Bernanos, the attack on human memory and history is a 

primary mark of the antichrist. As Bernanos explains it, big ideological systems "mechanize" history 

with high-sounding language like progress and dialectics. But in doing so, they wipe out the 

importance of both the past - which they describe as primitive, unenlightened or counter-

revolutionary - and the present, which is not yet the paradise of tomorrow. The future is where 

salvation is to be found for every ideology that tries to eliminate God, whether it's explicitly atheistic 

or pays lip service to religious values. Of course, this future never arrives, because progress never 

stops and the dialectic never ends. Georges Bernanos was indeed a prophet for our times. 

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to €1,250.00 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 
 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

July 19, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Farranree 087 096 7177 

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

                                              (Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 18, July 

6pm. David (Da) Connolly, RIP (Anniv) 

Sun 19. 

9am. John Cahill’s Intentions 

11.30am. John O’Donovan, RIP (3rd Anniv) 

Mon 20.   

10am. Thanksgiving for Favours Received  

Tue 21.        

10am. For Those who Self-Harm. 

Wed 22. 

10am. Paddy Smithers, RIP 

Thu 23.  

10am. Nora Ahern, RIP  

Fri 24. 

10am. John Walsh’s Intentions. 

Sat 25. 

10am. Pro Prop  

 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

 

 

Requiescat in Pace. 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 

consider dropping a few Euro into our  
Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 
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Work on Gurranabraher Church Windows Completed 

This week, M/s Beton Construction Services Ltd. completed the rehabilitation of the windows at 

Ascension Church, Gurranabraher. The concrete window frames had become porous over the years 

and began to deteriorate badly thereby endangering the beautiful stained glass windows. The work 

involved both the repair of the concrete and a special coating to help the building withstand the 

elements for the next fifty years.  

Overall the work cost in the region of €30,000.00. Thankfully, we received a grant from the Albert 

Gubay Foundation for the sum of €25,000.00. The Diocese of Cork and Ross, aware of the great 

efforts of the people of Gurranabraher/Churchfield over the past few years, kindly agreed to cover 

the remaining amount. 

We are truly grateful to the Albert Gubay Foundation and to our Bishop, Fintan Gavin, for coming to 

our aid. This was a project that needed urgent attention but work we could not initiate ourselves due 

to huge financial commitments arising from work on the roof in 2018.   

We have accomplished a huge amount of work over the past few years – thanks to the amazing 

generosity of parishioners. Not only have the people of Gurranabraher been generous financially 

but a good deal of work around the compound, including the painting of the interior of the Church, 

has been done voluntarily led by Mr Ed Connolly. There are few parishes anywhere where you will 

find such enthusiasm and determination.  

The Albert Gubay Foundation 

 Albert Gubay was the son of an Iraqi father and an Irish Catholic mother. In desperate times in post-

war Britain he turned his hand to many things just to survive. He ended up a Billionaire owning the 

Kwik Save Supermarket Chain across Britian. He recalled that he made a pact with God early in life, 

saying in a prayer: “Make me a millionaire and I’ll give you half of my money”. Albert Gubay never 

forgot that agreement he had made. Through the ‘Albert Gubay Charitable Foundation’ he has 

contributed millions to worthy projects initiated by the Catholic Church.  

In 2010 he donated £470m of his own personal fortune to this Foundation. The Foundation, which 

receives around £20m annually from Gubay’s businesses, reinvests half that income into the Roman 

Catholic Church to fulfil Gubay’s pact with God. May Albert Gubay, who died in 2016, at the age of 

85, be rewarded for his huge generosity to so many worthwhile projects.  

Dominic Meehan Remembered 

On July 6th 1990, thirty years ago, a parishioner, Dominic Meehan, along with three other Fishery 

Officers, lost their lives in a drowning tragedy off the east Cork town of Ballycotton. The sole survivor, 

Michael Fanning, was picked up some four hours later as he tried to reach Ballycotton lighthouse. 

The five-man crew set-out on the morning of July 6th, from Ringaskiddy, in poor weather conditions. 

While examining fishing-nets off Ballycotton a wave tumbled the boat which sank quickly. All five 

were tossed into the rough seas. Drowned were, Dominic Meehan, Barry O’Driscoll, Barra Ó 

Longaigh, Benno Hausmann. We remember their sacrifice on this 30th Anniversary of their deaths. 

 

Meeting with Parents of Children for Sacrament of Confirmation  

A special meeting has been arranged for parents of children for Sacrament of Confirmation: The 

meeting will take place in the Church at 6pm on this Monday, 20th July. Only one parent is required 

to be present – and children are not expected to attend.  

St Bridget of Sweden, One of Four Protectors of Europe 

Bridget (Birgitta) of Sweden, born in 1303, had a vision as a young child of Jesus as the ‘Man of 

Sorrows’ as described in Book of Isaiah. Appalled by the Man’s appearance Brigitta asked him 

‘Who had done that to him’. His answer was: 'All those who despise my love.' This vision was very 

vivid and left an indelible mark on her. For the rest of her life she tried to make atonement for this 

indifference to God’s love.  

At the age of 13, Birgitta married into the Swedish royal family and lovingly raised eight children, 

one of whom came to be known as St. Catherine of Sweden. Bridget and her husband followed 

her father’s example of caring for people in need. She was a ‘peace-maker often bringing warring 

factions together. When her husband died, Bridget gave away all her possessions and founded a 

monastery for men and women who lived apart, but worshipped together. The religious order was 

known as the Order of the Most Holy Saviour, or the Brigittines. 

When Bridget learned of an epidemic in Rome that was ravaging the populace, she went there to 

assist the sick and dying. There she spoke out against the injustices she saw and worked to change 

situations that kept people from living a good life. Her words and actions influenced government 

and Church officials, even the pope! Her passing in 1365, in Rome, was greatly mourned. Her body 

was eventually returned to Sweden - to the people she loved and cared for. Because of her 

exemplary life of holiness, Bridget was declared a saint only eighteen years after her death in 1373. 

She is today the patron saint of Sweden. In 1999, Pope John Paul honoured her once more by 

naming her along with three others as Patron of Europe. Europe was entrusted to the care and 

protection of St Brigitta, St. Catherine of Siena, St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross and St Benedict. 

May these Saints of Europe guide us through these difficult days.   

Visiting the Sick and Housebound 

Each month the priests of the parish visit the elderly and housebound: many of whom were once 

strong, active members of this parish community but can no longer now attend weekly Mass. We 

remind those who have loved ones unable to attend Mass to please bring it to the attention of the 

priests. See front page for telephone numbers.  

Baptisms Resume – But with Restricted Numbers 

Infant Baptisms will resume from first Saturday of July.  Each Baptism will be restricted to 6 persons 

attending the Baptism ceremony. If you wish to have your child baptised please contact the Parish 

Office – 021 4303 655.  

“God will not allow unrighteousness to become eternal. He permits revolutions,  

Disintegration and chaos as reminders  that our thinking has been wrong – and that our dreams 

have been unholy.” (Archbishop Fulton Sheehan – 1947) 


