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                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

         Sunday, February, 21, 2021. 

        First Sunday of Lent (B)  

 

God contaminates himself with our Human Woundedness 

 “Jesus announces to us that God is not an idea or an 

abstract doctrine, but God is the one who ‘contaminates’ 

himself with our human woundedness and is not afraid to 

come into contact with our wounds,” the Pope said on Feb. 

14, commenting on the day’s Gospel reading before 

praying the Angelus with visitors in St. Peter’s Square. 

On a brilliantly sunny, but frigid day, Pope Francis asked 

people in the square to give a round of applause to priests 

who model God’s closeness, tenderness and compassion 

in the way they administer the sacrament of reconciliation. 

Such priests, he said, are able to draw people back to God - “people who feel that they are nothing, 

who feel they are laid low because of their sins - with tenderness, with compassion, good 

confessors who do not have a whip in their hands, but just welcome, listen and say that God is 

good, and that God always forgives, that God does not get tired of forgiving.” 

In fact, the pope said, the story in Mark’s Gospel (Mk 1:40-45) of Jesus healing the leper depicts 

both Jesus and the man with Hansen’s disease breaking the law. “Lepers were considered impure 

and, according to the prescriptions of the law, they had to remain outside centres of habitation,” 

the pope said. “They were excluded from every human, social and religious relationship” and were 

banned from the synagogue. But, Jesus allows the man to approach and “is moved even to the 

point of extending his hand and touching him. This was unthinkable at that time.” 
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Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 20, February. 

i) Michael Wall, RIP (2nd Anniv) 

 

Sun 21.   

i) Bridget & Dennis McCarthy, RIP   

ii) Eddie O’Brien, RIP (4th Anniv) 

 

Mon 22,  

i) Novena Mass 7. 

ii) For Holy Souls 

 

Tue 23.  

i) Bill O’Connor, RIP 

ii) Christy Barry, RIP (10th anniv) 

 

Wed 24. 

i) Special Intention 

ii) Special Intention 

 

Thu 25.   

i) Novena Mass 8. 

ii) Special Intention 

 

Fri 26.  

i) Novena Mass 9 

i) Margaret & Michael Hussey, RIP 

 

Sat 27. 

i) Pro Pop  

 

We invite parishioners to make special  

sacrifices during this Lent for those who  

have died. They may be in need of our  

prayers to help them through their  

purgatorial cleansing - before they are  

permitted sit at the  

Great Heavenly Banquet. 

 

Donations for Church Renovations gratefully 
accepted at Parish Office - 

or they can be lodged directly into: 
 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c at AIB 
Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 
 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 

consider dropping a few Euro into our 
Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund 
- A/c No. 02255200. 

 

 
 

 
SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

 
February 21, 2021. 

A priest can be contacted urgently  

this Sunday at: 

Knocknaheeny 087 654 48 36 

 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those  

recently deceased… 

Carol Field, St Colmcille’s Road, 

Catherine Collins, Orrery Road, 

Angela McCarthy, Churchfield Place (East) 

Nicholas (Nick) Murphy, Mt Eden Road. 

Requiescat in Pace. 
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Trócaire Boxes available in Church 

Each Lent, Trócaire, an agency of the Catholic Bishops Conference of Ireland, appeals to the 

generosity of Irish Catholics to support their many projects in the developing world aimed at alleviating 

hunger and promoting integral human development. This year, with Lock-down still in operation it will 

be harder to get the message across to the Irish people that hunger and poverty stalks the developing 

world and that these people remain in need of our generous Lenten contributions. Bishop William 

Crean, Bishop of Cloyne, and Chairman of Trócaire, has written appealing that we make an extra 

special effort this Lenten season to think of those who live in dire poverty.  

Livestreaming all Masses at Gurranabraher 

Gurranabraher have now installed cameras so that all liturgical celebrations can be livestreamed 

directly to the computers or smartphones of parishioners. With the Lockdown still preventing Masses 

from being celebrated publicly it is a powerful way of remaining in contact with our people. Indeed, as 

it is livestreamed all around the world former parishioners who have settled in far-away places will now 

have an opportunity of connecting into our services too.  

(During the Lockdown Masses will be livestreamed every day, (Monday to Saturday), at 10am. On 

Sundays Mass will be celebrated at 11.30am). Funeral Masses will also be livestreamed.  

When the Lockdown is ended we will revert to our former schedule. To access the site go to 

gurranabraherparish.ie Scroll down the home page until you see ‘Watch Webcam’. That will bring you 

into the livestream.  

A Day of Judgement awaits us all 

Lent is a season of grace where we are called each year to take some kind of stock-take of our lives 

– and reflect on where we are in our relationship with God. At the end of our lives the only thing that 

really matters is whether our orientation is towards God or away from God. The choices we make in 

this life will determine whether our eternity is spent in Heaven (where God is) or in Hell (where God 

isn’t). Pope Benedict XVI, made numerous appeals to Christians to return to God with renewed hearts. 

He wrote: “One of the great errors of believers today is to feel at ease with sin. As a result the heart 

becomes blind, ceases to seek God, does not desire grace, and does not feel any need for 

repentance.” He spoke of ‘a day of judgement’ that awaits all people; where the good are rewarded 

and the evil are cast forever from God’s presence. Pope Benedict said: “It is not possible to remove 

God’s judgement and punishment from the Christian faith, because to do so would mean that God is 

indifferent to evil. God combats evil and for this reason, as judge, he must also punish to do justice.” 

Parish Office open again for business 

The Parish Office is now open again each day, (Monday to Friday) – 10.30am to 12.30pm and from 

2.30pm to 5.00pm daily. We thank very sincerely all our many volunteers who staff the office and do 

other vital work around the Church. Without such people we would not be able to continue. May God 

reward each of them greatly. 

 

Parish Webcam at gurranabraherparish.ie 

Bishop Deenihan calls for Reopening of Churches 

Bishop Tom Deenihan, Bishop of Meath Diocese, and formerly a priest of Cork and Ross, has 

called on the government to permit the re-opening of Churches for liturgical worship. He appealed 

especially that Churches should not be closed for public worship during the Easter celebrations for 

a second year running. Those who have closed themselves off to the transcendent – and who live 

their lives with no contact with anything beyond the material world – can have any idea of the pain 

and deprivation felt by devout Catholics who wish more than anything else to be able to commune 

with the Lord in the celebration of the Eucharist. Bishop Deenihan pointed out that Churches have 

made huge efforts to create safe and sterile spaces in church buildings for worshippers to gather. 

He noted that far more people pass through supermarkets than churches and yet they can remain 

open. We appeal to our parishioners to get in touch with politicians and let them know that they 

have essential needs that can only be met by bowing down before God at daily worship. Whatever 

their own feelings or inclinations these politicians have a duty to listen to those who give them their 

vote - and work on their behalf.  

Parishes in serious financial difficulty 

The lock-down, for the best part of a year now, has put crippling pressure on parishes to maintain 

Church structures. For parishes saddled with huge debt the pressure is even greater. Maintaining 

large church buildings with the daily out-lay in running costs - without any income - may well see 

some parishes not being able to survive this pandemic. We have seen in recent years the loss and 

inconvenience of post-offices, Garda stations and small neighbourhood shops closing. These were 

part of the fabric of every community – and they are no more. The closure of a parish Church, with 

all its memories (happy and sorrowful), is even more traumatic. For committed Catholics whose 

lives have been centred around faith and the Church the loss is huge. In truth, these are the people 

who have kept many of our churches open till now – just small numbers, (many of them 

pensioners), whose weekly contributions have paid the insurance, the heat and light bills, and the 

ordinary maintenance. We appeal now to not-so-committed parishioners who make no contribution 

at all - but who would still regret to see the closure of a parish church - to take on some responsibility 

and come to the aid of churches in need.      

Matt Talbot Novena – on-line each Monday during Lent  

The annual Matt Talbot Novena will go on again this year at the Church of the Way of the Cross, 

Togher – only this year it will be on-line. It will begin at 6.30pm on each of the Monday evening of 

Lent starting on Monday, 22nd February. If interested go to togherparish.ie  

On-line discussions from Knock Shrine to engage you during Lent. 

Questions and topics that concerns anyone wanting to live a Christian life today will be explored 

each Thursday over the six weeks of Lent. The discussions will be streamed online via the Knock 

Shrine website, knockshrine.ie/watch-live at 8.30pm. People from all over the world will the 

opportunity to engage in relevant topics and to hear from a range of people on how they live the 

faith in an increasingly secular world.   


