
       Ascension Parish 

                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

         Sunday, February, 28, 2021. 

       Second Sunday of Lent (B)  

 

God is the future of a New Humanity  

On a trip to war-torn Angola in 2009, Pope Benedict XVI pleaded with young people to commit their 

lives to the Lord Jesus. Commenting on the theme of the meeting, taken from the Book of 

Revelation, "Behold the dwelling of God is with men", the Pope assured the young people that 

"God makes all the difference, ... and more! God changes us; He makes us new!". 

"God is the future of a new humanity, which is anticipated in His Church. When you have a chance, 

take time to read the Church's history. You will find that the Church does not grow old with the 

passing of the years. Rather, she grows younger, for she is journeying towards her Lord, day by 

day drawing nearer to the one true fountain overflowing with youthfulness… 

After encouraging his young audience not to be "afraid to make definitive decisions", the Pope 

added: "You do not lack generosity - that I know! But the idea of risking a lifelong commitment, 

whether in marriage or in a life of special consecration, can be daunting. You might think: ...'Can I 

make a life-long commitment now, without knowing what unforeseen events lie in store for me? By 

making a definitive decision, would I not be risking my freedom and tying my own hands?' These 

are the doubts you feel, and today's individualistic and hedonist culture aggravates them. Yet when 

young people avoid decisions, there is a risk of never attaining full maturity". 

 "Take courage!", he cried. "Dare to make definitive decisions, because in reality these are the only 

decisions which do not destroy your freedom, but guide it in the right direction, enabling you to 

move forward and attain something worthwhile in life. There is no doubt about it: life is worthwhile 

only if you take courage and are ready for adventure - if you trust in the Lord Who will never 

abandon you. Young people of Angola, unleash the power of the Holy Spirit within you, the power 

from on high. "This is the only life worthy of being lived, and I commend it to you from my heart.” 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr, Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 27, February. 

i) Richard Harris, RIP (4th Anniv) 

 

Sun 28.   

i) Brigid McCormack, RIP 

ii) Liam O’Riordan, RIP (1st Anniv) 

iii) Deceased members of Higgins family. 

 

Mon 1st , March.  

i) Myra Aherne’s Intentions. 

ii) Aishling O’Connor’s Intention  

 

Tue 2.  

i) Novena Mass 1. 

ii) Kathleen McCormack, RIP 

iii) Margaret O’Neill, RIP 

 

 

Wed 3. 

i) Sr Nora McCarthy, RIP 

ii) Jim Lehane, RIP 

iii) Rita O’Neill, RIP (Month’s Mind) 

 

Thu 4.   

i) Fien Alias, RIP  

ii) Seán Burns RIP & Mary & Jeremiah Twomey. 

iii) Brendan Walsh, RIP (16th Anniv) 

 

Fri 5.  

i) Novena Mass 2 

i) Special Intention 

 

Sat 6. 

i) Pro Pop  

 

 

Donations for Church Renovations gratefully 
accepted at Parish Office - 

or they can be lodged directly into: 
 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c at AIB 
Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 
 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 

consider dropping a few Euro into our 
Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund 
- A/c No. 02255200. 

 

 
 

 
SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

 
February 28, 2021. 

A priest can be contacted urgently  

this Sunday at: 

Clogheen 087 150 74 86 

 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those  

recently deceased… 

 

. 

Requiescat in Pace. 
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Livestreaming all Masses at Gurranabraher 

Gurranabraher has now installed cameras so that all liturgical celebrations can be livestreamed directly 

to the computers or smartphones of parishioners. Indeed, as it is livestreamed all around the world 

former parishioners who have settled in far-away places will now have an opportunity of connecting 

into our services too.  

(During the Lockdown Masses will be livestreamed every day, (Monday to Saturday), at 10am. On 

Sundays Mass will be celebrated at 11.30am). Funeral Masses will also be livestreamed.  

To access the site go to gurranabraherparish.ie Scroll down the home page until you see ‘Watch 

Webcam’. That will bring you into the livestream.  

Trócaire Boxes available in Church 

Each Lent, Trócaire, an agency of the Catholic Bishops Conference of Ireland, appeals to the 

generosity of Irish Catholics to support their many projects in the developing world aimed at alleviating 

hunger and promoting integral human development. This year, with Lock-down still in operation it will 

be harder to get the message across to the Irish people that hunger and poverty stalks the developing 

world and that these people remain in need of our generous Lenten contributions. Bishop William 

Crean, Bishop of Cloyne, and Chairman of Trócaire, has written appealing that we make an extra 

special effort this Lenten season to think of those who live in dire poverty.  

Turners Cross Parish invites you to join their Alpha Programme 

Turner’s Cross parish will begin on-line (via zoom) an Alpha programme aimed at bringing people to 

encounter Jesus Christ. It will begin each Tuesday evenings from 7.30 pm to 9.00 pm, from 2nd March, 

and concluding on 11th May. 

Alpha creates a space for a conversation about faith, life, and God. The atmosphere is relaxed and 

friendly. Sessions cover topics such as Who is Jesus? Why did Jesus die? How does God guide us? 

Why and How do I pray?  It doesn’t assume any background knowledge or belief in Christianity and 

everyone is welcome. At each session after a short introduction, participants watch a video on one of 

the Alpha topics and then break into smaller groups to discuss the video and questions arising from it. 

Sign up and see what you think, no pressure, no follow up, no charge! 

You will need an email address and access to a computer, or to an iPad or other tablet. Register in 

advance so a link can be emailed to you on the evening of each session. To register email  Brother 

Andrew Hickey at andrewhickey@presentationbrothers.org or Fr. Billy O’Sullivan at 

 frbillyosullivan@gmail.com. 

Accommodation required for Young People 
Accommodation is required for young boys and girls, (13 – 16y), from other European countries, who 
will be attending the newly created Catholic Secondary School in Cork, situated presently in the 
Dominican quarters at Pope’s Quay. New sets of students would be coming from September to 
December and from January to May each year. If you are committed to the Catholic faith and have 
room in your home to house any one of these students please contact Fr Tomás Walsh. 
 

Webcam available at gurranabraherparish.ie 

Holy Hour of Adoration 

The regular Holy Hour of Adoration will resume each Thursday @ 7pm via the webcam. This is a 

quiet hour spent in the presence of the Lord. There is God’s presence we pray for vocations to the 

religious life – particularly vocations to the Priesthood. And we bring to the Lord the great needs of 

the world. We invite parishioners to join us each Thursday in these days of Lent.  

Jesus is the Measure of True Humanism 

Speaking at Pope John Paul II funeral in 2005, just days before being elected Pope, then Cardinal 

Joseph Ratzinger warned the world that a "dictatorship of relativism" was taking hold. He said: 

"Today, having a clear faith based on the Creed of the Church is often labelled as fundamentalism. 

Whereas relativism, that is, letting oneself be 'tossed here and there, carried about by every wind 

of doctrine,' seems the only attitude that can cope with modern times. We are building a dictatorship 

of relativism that does not recognize anything as definitive and whose ultimate goal consists solely 

of one's own ego and desires." In contrast to that distorted vision of the world, he offered something 

else: "A different goal: the Son of God, the true man. He is the measure of true humanism. An 

'adult' faith is not a faith that follows the trends of fashion and the latest novelty; a mature adult 

faith is deeply rooted in friendship with Christ. It is this friendship that opens us up to all that is good 

and gives us a criterion by which to distinguish the true from the false, and deceit from truth." 

There are no Ordinary People 

“All lives are consequential, for every human being is an idea of God’s, and everyone is a someone 

for whom the Son of God, the second Person of the Blessed Trinity, entered history, suffered, died 

– and was raised from the dead to display within history a new, glorified humanity. Thus, to every 

life, as C.S. Lewis reminded us in The Weight of Glory, “there are no ordinary people,” for everyone 

you meet has an eternal destiny. 

We are not pre-programmed like the artificially fabricated humans of Brave New World whose 

earthly destiny is pre-determined in a test tube. No: in the biblical view of things, anyone can live 

the virtues with the help of grace, and wickedness is an ever-present temptation to us all.  

For all their differences, the men and women in my album of elegies and reminiscences all teach 

important lessons about what it means to live a worthy life. Some, admittedly, teach it along the 

old via negativa, the road we ought not travel. But that is another reason why they, like those who 

are Lewis’s ‘immortal splendours’, should not be forgotten.” So wrote George Weigel regarding his 

latest book on the lives of 68 diverse personalities that touched different lives in different ways.  

The title of the book is - ‘Not Forgotten - Elegies for, and Reminiscences of, a Diverse Cast of 

Characters, Most of Them Admirable’. 

Parish Office open again for business 

The Parish Office is now open again each day, (Monday to Friday) – 10.30am to 12.30pm and from 

2.30pm to 5.00pm daily. We thank very sincerely all our many volunteers who staff the office and 

do other vital work around the Church. Without such people we would not be able to continue. May 

God reward each of them greatly. 
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