
       Ascension Parish 

                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

           Sunday, March, 7, 2021. 

       Third Sunday of Lent (B)  

 

Christians have stopped being ‘A light to the Nations’   

The emeritus Archbishop of Philadelphia, Archbishop Charles Chaput, has been one of the most 

outspoken prelates in our times in stating that ‘a la carte’ Catholics, [those who pick and choose 

only the parts of Christianity they like], will find anything sustaining or comforting when they 

encounter life’s  difficulties - nor will such Catholicism provide the impetus to reshape a tragically 

disfigured world. Only a very definitive encounter with the living God will change us so to live for 

God alone and to go out into the world and be light to the nations. Once we have stopped giving 

God our worship and allegiance our ‘Christianity’ lapses into a cultural indifference.      

Ab. Chaput puts the problem succinctly: “The religious indifference we are experiencing today in 

the Church is not a “new” story. We find it repeated throughout the Old Testament. At the time of 

Moses it took very little time for the Hebrews to stop worshipping the God of Israel and to start 

worshipping a molten calf. Whenever the people of God grew too prosperous or comfortable, they 

forgot where they came from. They forgot their God, because they no longer thought it was 

important to teach about him. Because they failed to catechize, they failed to inoculate themselves 

against the idolatries in their surrounding cultures: And eventually, they began praying to the same 

alien gods as the pagans among whom they lived. 

We have the same struggles today. Instead of changing the culture around us, we Christians have 

allowed ourselves to be changed by the culture. We’ve compromised too cheaply. We’ve hungered 

after assimilating and fitting in. And in the process, we’ve been bleached out and absorbed by the 

culture we were sent to make holy.” In this season of Lent we are asked to reflect on the place we 

give God in our lives – Called to come back to Him with all our hearts. 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr, Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 6, March. 

i) Patrick O’Mahony, RIP (1st Anniv)  

 

Sun 7.   

i) Michael Collins, RIP (35th Anniv) 

ii) Bridie Radley, RIP (3rd Anniv) 

iii) Nora Myers, RIP (24th Anniv) 

 

Mon 8,  

i) Novena Mass 3 

ii) Margaret O’Callaghan, RIP (7th Anniv) 

iii) Elma McSweeney, RIP 8th Anniv) 

 

Tue 9.  

i) Rita O’Donovan, RIP 

ii) Special Intention  

 

Wed 10. 

i) Special Intention 

ii) Special Intention  

 

Thu 11.   

i) May O’Sullivan, RIP (14th Anniv) 

ii).Becky Walsh, RIP (Month’s Mind) 

iii)  

 

Fri 12.  

i) Novena Mass 4 

i) Special Intention. 

 

Sat 13. 

i) Pro Pop  

 

 

Donations for Church Renovations gratefully  
accepted at Parish Office - 

or they can be lodged directly into: 
 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c  
at any AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

Or  
 

To our Local Credit Union 
Gurranabraher Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund –  
A/c No. 02255200. 

 
 

 
SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

 
March 7, 2021. 

A priest can be contacted urgently  

this Sunday at: 

North Cathedral 086 457 0292 

 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those  

recently deceased… 

Seamus Heffernan, (formerly Presentations Rd), 

Eileen O’Mahony, Hillcrest Avenue, 

Noel Shinkwin, Barrett’s Buildings 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
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Parish Office open for business 

The Parish Office is now open again each day, (Monday to Friday) – 10.30am to 12.30pm and from 

2.30pm to 5.00pm daily. We thank very sincerely all our many volunteers who staff the office and do 

other vital work around the Church. Without such people we would not be able to continue.  

Holy Hour of Adoration 

The regular Holy Hour of Adoration will resume each Thursday @ 7pm via the webcam. This is a quiet 

hour spent in the presence of the Lord. There in God’s presence we pray for vocations to the religious 

life – particularly vocations to the Priesthood. And we bring to the Lord the great needs of the world. 

We invite parishioners to join us each Thursday in these days of Lent. We invite you too if there is 

someone who has a life-threatening illness to let us know and we will remember them in prayer. 

Turners Cross Parish invites you to join their Alpha Programme 

Turner’s Cross parish will begin on-line (via zoom) an Alpha programme aimed at bringing people to 

encounter Jesus Christ. It will begin each Tuesday evenings from 7.30 pm to 9.00 pm, from 2nd March, 

and concluding on 11th May. 

Alpha creates a space for a conversation about faith, life, and God. The atmosphere is relaxed and 

friendly. Sessions cover topics such as Who is Jesus? Why did Jesus die? How does God guide us? 

Why and How do I pray?  It doesn’t assume any background knowledge or belief in Christianity and 

everyone is welcome. At each session after a short introduction, participants watch a video on one of 

the Alpha topics and then break into smaller groups to discuss the video and questions arising from it. 

Sign up and see what you think, no pressure, no follow up, no charge! 

You will need an email address and access to a computer, or to an iPad or other tablet. Register in 

advance, so a link can be emailed to you on the evening of each session. To register email -  Brother 

Andrew Hickey at andrewhickey@presentationbrothers.org or Fr. Billy O’Sullivan at 

 frbillyosullivan@gmail.com. 

Trócaire Boxes available in Church 

Each Lent, Trócaire, an agency of the Catholic Bishops Conference of Ireland, appeals to the 

generosity of Irish Catholics to support their many projects in the developing world aimed at alleviating 

hunger and promoting integral human development. This year, with Lock-down still in operation it will 

be harder to get the message across to the Irish people that hunger, poverty stalks the developing 

world, and that these people remain in need of our generous Lenten contributions. Bishop William 

Crean, Bishop of Cloyne, and Chairman of Trócaire, has written appealing that we make an extra 

special effort this Lenten season to think of those who live in dire poverty.  

Livestreaming all Masses at Gurranabraher 
During the Lockdown Masses will be live-streamed every day, (Monday to Saturday), at 10am. On 

Sundays Mass will be celebrated at 11.30am). Funeral Masses will also be livestreamed.  

To access the site go to gurranabraherparish.ie Scroll down the home page until you see ‘Watch 

Webcam’. That will bring you into the livestream 

 

Help Ascension Parish to have a Future 

The Church of the future will survive only to the extent that the laity assume a greater ownership 

of their local Church. As revenue drastically declines in most parishes, as Church-going numbers 

diminish and as priests become unavailable, the only way Church communities will survive into the 

future will be for members to make a greater contribution in helping their own parish community to 

survive.  

In Ireland up to now not much more than attendance at Sunday Mass was expected of members. 

Not so for the future - now, all must make a greater effort either by contributing more financially or 

by volunteering some service to the Church. Do you care enough about the survival of this Church 

community to want to do something for the Church? If you want to be of some service to your 

parish community please discuss the matter with one of the priests. They can suggest ways that 

you can be of great use to your parish community.  

Jesus has brought God to our world 

Pope Benedict XVI, asked the question that many still ask today “What does Jesus bring to the 

world? He answered it by saying: “He has brought God - and now we know His face, now we can 

call upon Him… Now we know the path that we human beings have to take in this world. Jesus 

has brought God and with God the truth about our origin and destiny… It is only because of our 

hardness of heart that we think this is too little. Yes indeed, God’s power works quietly in this world, 

but it is the only true and the lasting power. So often God’s cause seems to be in its death throes. 

Yet over and over again it proves to be the thing that truly endures and saves.”  

The Diabolization of Culture 

The times we live in are very ill - indeed, they are nearly sick unto death. ‘The culture of death’, 

Pope John Paul II calls it. And by this he means far more than the death of the body. Within the 

short space of a century, Western society has degenerated from a Christian culture to a 

despiritualized one, and from there it has further degenerated into a dehumanized one. The next 

stage is the diabolization of culture, [permitting Satan a free reign] - a process which has already 

begun. At this moment in the great war between good and evil, we must turn with renewed 

confidence to Our Lady, asking her for the particular graces of wisdom, prudence, and modesty for 

our young people. Daily we should invoke her protection against the spirit of the world and the spirit 

of our ancient adversary. If we do, she will help us see the areas of our lives where we have been 

deceived. She will help us find a better way, if we respond to her outpouring of graces. Then our 

children will learn to love more fully. And they will be loved for who they truly are. (Michael O’Brien, 

Canadian Author and Artist). 

Accommodation required for Young People 
Accommodation is required for young boys and girls, (13 – 16y), from other European countries, 
who will be attending the newly created Catholic Secondary School in Cork, situated presently in 
the Dominican quarters at Pope’s Quay. New sets of students would be coming from September 
to December and from January to May each year. If you are committed to the Catholic faith and 
have room in your home to house any one of these students please contact Fr Tomás Walsh. 
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