
        

    

 

Rediscover again the Joy of the Catholic Faith  

Cardinal Donald Wuerl, of Catholic Archdiocese of Washington, some time ago called on Catholics 

to understand their faith - and know what it is that they believe. He suggested that it is only when 

Catholics know their faith and know what they are about will there be any chance of transforming 

our world. Jesus reminds his followers in every age that they must be ‘Light to the World’, must be 

Salt to the Earth, must be like Yeast in dough – illuminating the way, providing a flavor and zest for 

living; and transforming human society.  

Cardinal Wuerl recalled: “When I was a young priest in the late 1960s and 1970s, there was much 

experimentation and confusion in the Church… Teachers and clergy were encouraged by some to 

communicate an experience of God’s love, but to do it without reference to the Creed, the 

sacraments, or Church tradition. It did not work very well. Catholics grew up with the impression 

that their heritage was little more than warm, vaguely positive feelings about God” and over time 

the faith became eroded. “Those years of experimentation left many Catholics weak, spiritually and 

intellectually, and unable to withstand the tsunami of secularism that came in recent decades,” he 

continued. “We lost many people because we failed to teach them about right and wrong, about 

the common good, about the nature of the human person.  

“This left many Catholics no longer able to admit that they are sinners in need Jesus’ forgiveness 

because many no longer know what sin is. This lived experience of people not being fully or 

correctly presented with the truths of the Catholic faith illustrates why we are called to a New 

Evangelization.” Catholic must again be taught the truths of the Catholic faith and shown how only 

in following God’s law are the longings of the human heart truly satisfied – and where life becomes 

a stirring adventure that brings commitment and fulfillment.  

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www:gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 5.30pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat 7th August (5.30pm) 

i) Shaunagh O’Riordan RIP (Birth Rem) 

ii) Stephen Burdock RIP 

Sun 8th August, (9am)  

i) Michael Spillane RIP (Anniv) 

ii) Special Intentions 

Sun 8th (11.30am).  

i) Mary McGrath RIP 

ii) Special Intentions 

Mon 9th (10am).  

i) Special Intentions 

ii) Special Intentions 

Tue 10th (10am).  

i) Christy Quilligan RIP (Anniv) 

ii) Special Intentions 

Wed 11th (10am). 

i) Mary Donovan (Get Well) 

ii) Special Intentions 

Thu 12th (10am). 

i) Meldon Family (Intentions) 

ii) Special Intentions 

Fri 13th (10am).   

i) Special Intentions 

ii) Special Intentions 

Sat 14th (10am). 

i) Pro Pop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Offertory collection last weekend 
amounted to €1,165.00 

 
This collection is for the ordinary day-to-day running 

of the Church at Gurranabraher. 
 

Building Fund Collection last weekend -  
Amounted to €1,015.00 

 
 

  

Donations for Church Renovations gratefully  
accepted at Parish Office - 

or it can be lodged directly into: 
 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c  
at any AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
Or  

To our Local Credit Union 
Gurranabraher Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund –  
A/c No. 02255200. 

 
  

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

August 8, 2021. 

A priest can be contacted urgently  

this Sunday at: 

Gurranabraher 085 804 1951 

                          

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Requiescat in Pace. 

The Church’s main gates are being restored;  
this project is funded by The Heritage Council. 

(www.heritagecouncil.ie) Please follow 
on Twitter and Youtube to find out more. 
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St Vincent de Paul Collection this Weekend 

The monthly Church door collection undertaken by Society of St Vincent de Paul will take place at all 

Masses this weekend. Please be generous to this Appeal. 

Feast of Assumption – next Sunday August, 15.  

Next Sunday, the Church everywhere celebrates the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. Mary, the disciple ‘par excellence’, when she slept the sleep of death is by assumed, body and 

soul, into heaven. God has truly honoured Mary for her pivotal role in salvation history. The world has 

yet to fully recognize what Mary’s cooperation has accomplished for all of us human beings.   

New Initiative for Family Carers 

A new ‘Family Carers Project’ has been launched by ‘Family Carers Ireland’ in partnership with the 

HSE - and with funding coming from ReThink Ireland’. The Family Carers Support Project aim to 

enhance the wellbeing of ‘Family Carers’ of older people by offering them the opportunity to work with 

the Carer Wellbeing Manager to identify their needs and to develop an action plan to support Carers.  

For more information on how the project works, visit the website on https://www.familycarers.ie/fcsp. 

Novena Masses 
We encourage more of our parishioners to use the Novena Mass Cards for different occasions. These 

cards are deeply appreciated by people are times of anniversaries of deaths, at times of sickness, at 

times of death itself - at birthdays, exams or just to say ‘Thank You’ to those who have been good to 

us. At difficult moments, it is nice to know that you have the support of friends.  

Calling Young People to a deeper knowledge of their Faith 

We invite young people who wish to have a more adult understanding of the faith to make contact with 

the priests of the parish. They will be directed to where they can, along with people of their own age, 

delve into the mystery - and encounter Jesus, the Risen Lord. Only some kind of encounter with Jesus 

will sustain us in the years ahead as Ireland turns its back on Christ and believes more and more that 

it is sufficient on its own. 

Printer Ink Cartridges Wanted 

We are looking for empty ink cartridges from HP and Canon Printers. These cartridges are sold back 

to the company that makes them and the money obtained is used to purchase ‘Tablets’ and Laptops 

for children in schools. If you have any one of these empty cartridges (HP or Canon), please leave 

them in the box near the Confessional in the Church. 

Catholic Scouting Movement seeks members 

Young girls (aged 8y – 12y) are invited to join the cub guides - and those aged between 12y – 16y 

invited to join the senior Girl Guides. This Movement that has a distinctly Catholic ethos –and works 

to open the minds of young girls to the infinitely mysterious world that they live in. 

“Prayer is not a passive response to life’s challenges, or something we do in the absence of 

something more productive or beneficial; no, prayer in all its many forms is an active 

engagement calling upon the powers of heaven to come to our assistance.” 

Eternity is what Ultimately Matters 

A small group of men and women, who called themselves Christians, once set its principles of 

charity and temperance against the prevailing values of the age - and in so doing altered the course 

of civilization. Because the early Christians’ belief had a specific content of truth and morality based 

on the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, they could not simply go with the flow. They believed that 

Jesus Christ was God. Consequently, they could not worship, or pretend to worship, a mere human 

being who claimed to be God because he was Caesar. And this seemed to non-Christians to be 

an unpardonable stubbornness and perversity. For this stand they experienced great persecution 

and even death. But they persevered because they knew that eternity is what ultimately matters. 

They remembered what Jesus told them: “What does a man gain if he gains the whole world but 

loses his very soul”. 

Appeal for Financial Assistance for Parochial Hall – Go Fund Me 

The lock-down due to Covid-19, has put the Parochial Hall into serious 

financial difficulty. The main source of income was from rental of the 

hall by the different groups that used it - and the Sunday night Bingo 

– all of this has stopped since March 20, 2020. However, light and heat 

and other bills are accumulating. Also, serious work had been started 

in Parochial Hall installing windows in the main hall - and undertaking 

a total replacement of the electrical installation costing over One Hundred Thousand Euro. 

(The electrical contractor, Mr Denis O’Neill, is presently awaiting some payment for the work 

done so far. For now, the project has been placed on hold).  

Almost everybody in the northside of Cork, if not the whole of Cork city, have benefitted at one 

time or another from the activities in the hall. When constructed in 1958, by Fr James Horgan, 

it was the only amenity for the working class people of the city – dancing, socials, Saturday 

films, basketball, ice-skating and numerous other activities were features that drew large 

numbers. Sadly for some years that Hall has become dilapidated – and shown up further by 

the modernity of our neighbours, Churchfield Leisure Centre and the Sam Allen Football 

Courts. Up to the Lock-Down over 2,000, mostly young people, passed through it every week. 

We appeal to all who use the Hall, particularly the basketball clubs, to join us in this appeal. 

Unless this work in completed now it will delay the opening whenever the Covid-19 

Restrictions are lifted. A number of people have set up a GO FUND ME site where 

contributions can be made. Just scan the QR code (above) and place your contributions. You 

can also drop your contributions to the Parish Office or to:  

             AIB IBAN Account – IE38 AIBK 934194 00015145 – BIC AIBKIE2D     

Constant Live-stream of Sanctuary Area 

We remind parishioners that a constant live-stream camera relays images of the sanctuary area 

and the front pews of the church around the world. We request, therefore, that you do not loiter or 

engage in talking in this area as it does not look well going out on the internet. 
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