
        

 

Without God, Man is Empty  

I say with great sadness that many of our contemporaries, brought up in a world without God, are 

not convinced that history – even their own personal history – has a story line: a beginning and an 

end. The past of the individual, the family, or the entire population itself is experienced as a series 

of unconnected bursts, little anecdotes that offer no more than meager hopes and do not constitute 

a noble story that elevates them, that gives meaning to their whole life, that explains why they are 

here, what they are living for, why they suffer…so it inevitably ends in a crisis of hope. 

In reality, by rejecting faith in God, by losing sight of his bountiful generosity and the blessings we 

have from him in our life – that is, by losing our foundational memory, forgetting that he is our 

beginning and foundation - we have turned into little gods who refuse to reach deep into ourselves 

and who end up redefining our identity according to our whim. Thus, ‘western culture’ seeing no 

need of God as the foundation of man, has lost not only faith but also hope and, with it, excellence. 

In the words of David Goldman, the author of books such as How Civilizations Die, the banality of 

the West is discouraging. 

Without God, we lose the courage to confront the great existential demands that inevitably arise in 

our lives: death, sickness, suffering, violence, and so on.  We could avoid them in a thousand ways, 

but in our lucid moments we will discover that we are empty and lost. Only by looking upon the 

face of God, which reveals itself to us progressively and intimately in Christ, and trusting in his 

Providence will we receive the strength required to address decisive and ultimate questions.  Faith, 

understood as the placement of our trust in Him who has made the greatest of all promises, 

generates trust and therefore hope.  Thus, only a believer can truly hope. (The Muller Report)  

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655 (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www:gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 5.30pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat 18th September (5.30pm) 

i)  Mary, Cornelius & Thomas Murphy RIP (A) 

ii) Jimmy Slavin RIP (31st Anniv) 

Sun 19th (9am)  

i)  Barry Montgomery RIP (Birthday) 

ii)  

Sun 19th (11.30am).  

i)  Jimmy O’Rourke RIP (1st Anniv) 

ii) Eileen Cambridge RIP (Month’s Mind) 

Mon 20th (10am).  

i)   Novena 5 

ii)  John McGrath RIP (10th Anniv) 

iii) Jerry O’Sullivan RIP (20th Anniv) 

Tue 21st (10am).  

i)  Katie Murphy RIP 

ii) Margo Murphy RIP (4th Anniv) 

Wed 22nd (10am). 

i) Albert Parsons RIP (1st Anniv) 

ii) Sr. Miriam’s Intentions 

Thu 23rd (10am). 

i)   Novena 6 

ii)  Sheila Sheehan’s Intentions 

Fri 24th (10am).   

i)  Paddy O’Regan RIP (Birthday Remb) 

ii) Holy Souls 

Sat 25th (10am). 

i) Pro Pop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Offertory collection last weekend 
amounted to €1,355.00 

 
This collection is for the ordinary day-to-day running 

of the Church at Gurranabraher. 
 

 
❖  

 
Donations for Church Renovations gratefully  

accepted at Parish Office - 
or it can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c  
at any AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

Or  
To our Local Credit Union 

Gurranabraher Credit Union Account – 
Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund –  

A/c No. 02255200. 
 

❖  

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

September 19th, 2021. 

A priest can be contacted urgently  

this Sunday at: 

Gurranabraher 085 804 1951 

 

❖  

We pray for those recently deceased… 

 

Requiescat in Pace. 
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Building Fund Collection next weekend – (26th September). 

The end-of-month building fund collection will take place at all Masses next weekend. At present 

essential work is going on around the compound at replacing broken underground drainpipes that 

carry away rainwater from roof. Also, a number of the Sacred Vessels, such as Chalices and Ciboria 

and the Monstrance for exposing the Blessed Sacrament were in very poor condition. To gild with 

silver and gold has cost some amount of money. But it is work that will show our faith in the Real 

Presence of Jesus - and that will last for decades. We appeal once again to parishioners to be 

generous. 

First Communions on Saturday, 25th May @ 10.30am 

At long last, and after many disappointments caused often by illogical decisions of government, our 

children will finally be able to receive the Sacrament of First Holy Communion on Saturday, 25 th 

September, 2021. As Covid-19 is still a real and present danger however, attendance will be restricted 

to parents only. We pray that despite restrictions, etc., it will still be a memorable day in the life of the 

child. First Holy Communion Day is a memory that remains with us all our lives. We beg parents to 

make an extra effort in bringing their children up in the ways of the Catholic faith.     

Communion/Confirmation Cards 

‘Special Occasions’ Mass cards are available in the parish office, and can be used as a Communion  

or Confirmation card, they include a shared Mass and cost €3.  We also have ‘Thank You’ ‘Get Well’  

and ‘Mass Bouquet’ cards. 

Further Education Opportunities 

Places are still available on the QQI level 4 IT & Customer Service at Eason's Hill, Shandon. If 

interested contact Joanne on 087 206 5371, (WIN Course Coordinator) 17 Eason's Hill 021-2038065. 

Children’s Rosary Apostolate  

We launched a Children’s Rosary on September 7th, with great success, and we would like to remind 
parishioners that the next Children’s Rosary will be on Tuesday October 5th at 6:30pm. It is for children 
aged 4 to 14 years and involves the children coming together publicly each month to recite the Holy 
Rosary as a distinctive group. Please encourage your children and grandchildren to come along. 

Holy Hour of Adoration  

Each Thursday, parishioners gather from 7pm – 8pm to pray (mostly in silence) to the Lord for the 
needs of the world. During this Holy Hour we pray especially for vocations to the Priesthood and 
Religious life. We bring before the Lord the names of those who are sick and in need of healing. We 
pray too for stable and happy marriages. Join with us in praying for the needs of the world each 
Thursday evening.   

Meals on Wheels  

Gurranabraher Meals on Wheels delivers nutritious meals daily to many of our senior neighbours in 

the Churchfield/Gurranabraher/Blarney Street area. If you or someone you know would like to avail of 

this service, please contact us at 021 430 1037 or 021 44301071 

Newsletter available each week at www.gurranabraherparish.ie/category/newsletters/ 

Parochial Hall Bingo                                                                                                                                   

The Parochial Hall’s famous Sunday night Bingo will return on Sunday, 26th September beginning 

at 8pm. Some restrictions will still be in place. These restrictions will be announced later. So many 

of our elderly parishioners have eagerly awaited this day. They have been through much. We hope 

that they will rejoin us on that night - and that the return of Sunday Bingo will reassure them that 

life is returning to some kind of normal.   

Also, after a long absence, sporting activities will soon return to the Parochial Hall. This is good 

news for the local children/adults, schools and groups who avail of this great facility. A lot of work 

has been done to Parochial Hall over the past two years and we are glad to see it in use again. 

Please check our website www.gurranabraherparish.ie for further updates. 

Old Clothes Needed  

Substantial funds for church roof can be made on old clothing. We ask all parishioners to please 

pass in their old clothing to Parish Office or at Parochial Hall. 

Calling Young People to a deeper knowledge of their Faith 

We invite young people who wish to have a more adult understanding of the faith to make contact 

with the priests of the parish. They will be directed to where they can, along with people of their 

own age, delve into the mystery - and encounter Jesus, the Risen Lord. Only some kind of 

encounter with Jesus will sustain us in the years ahead as Ireland turns its back on Christ and 

believes more and more that it is sufficient on its own. 

Cork Autism On-line Conference 2021 - Thriving with Autism.  

        A special on-line Conference titled ‘Thriving with Autism’ is scheduled for Sunday, October 17th. 

This Conference offers interventions, skills and strategies to support people on the autism 

spectrum. Suitable for Parents, Families, Caregivers, Autistics, Employers, Educators, 

Professionals, Agencies, Advocates and anyone else with an interest in autism. For more 

information visit: www.autismcork.ie 

Constant Live-stream of Sanctuary Area 

We remind parishioners that a constant live-stream camera relays images of the sanctuary area 

and the front pews of the church around the world. We request, therefore, that you do not loiter or 

engage in talking in this area as it does not look well going out on the internet. 

Printer Ink Cartridges Wanted 

We are looking for empty ink cartridges from HP and Canon Printers. These cartridges are sold 

back to the company that makes them and the money obtained is used to purchase ‘Tablets’ and 

Laptops for children in schools. Drop them into the church near the confessional.  We would like to 

thank Terence MacSwiney Community College for their recent donation of cartridges. 

There will be no 10am Mass next Saturday morning due to Children receiving 

First Holy Communion at a special 10.30am Mass. 
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