
        

 

Saved by God’s Grace 

Taking up the “difficult but important topic” of justification in his catechesis at Wednesday’s weekly 
General Audience, Pope Francis said that St Paul “insists on the fact that justification comes 
through faith in Christ… Justification is the consequence of ‘God’s merciful initiative of offering 
forgiveness.’” Sinners, he explained, are granted pardon and salvation by God through the death 
of Jesus, and are “welcomed by God and reconciled with Him.” This freely given justification 
restores the relationship between the Creator and His creature, which had been damaged by sin 
and disobedience: “The justification wrought by God, therefore, allows us to recuperate the 
innocence lost through sin.” 
Pope Francis said that the question of how we are justified can be answered only by “discovering 
another novelty in Saint Paul’s teaching: that justification comes through grace.” St Paul, always 
aware of his own sinfulness and his conversion on the road to Damascus, had himself discovered 
“that only God’s grace had saved him.” This involves faith in Christ, which for St Paul, “has an 
all-encompassing value” that affects every aspect of the life of the Christian. “Justification through 
faith,” said Pope Francis, “underlines the priority” of God’s grace. However, although we are 
saved by grace, we are still obliged to observe the commandments; “but even here, we cannot 
count on our own efforts,” the Pope said. 
He noted that St Paul’s teaching is complemented by the teaching of St James, who wrote that 
“faith without works is dead.” For both Apostles, “the response of faith demands that we be active 
in our love of God and in our love of neigbour.” 

Pope Francis said, “the light of faith allows us to recognise how infinite God’s mercy is,” 
but at the same time, “makes us see the responsibility that has been entrusted to us to 
collaborate with God in His works of mercy.” And so, the Pope said, “the power of grace 
needs to be coupled with our works of mercy which we are called to live to bear witness 
to how tremendous is God’s love.” 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655 (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www:gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 5.30pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat 2nd October (5.30pm) 

i)  Christine Nagle RIP (1st Anniv) 

ii) Niall Carmody RIP (21st Anniv) 

Sun 3rd (9am)  

i)  Michael Allen RIP (15th Anniv) 

ii)  

Sun 3rd (11.30am).  

i)  Eily Skillington RIP (2nd Anniv) 

ii) Robert, Mary & Gertrude Skillington RIP 

Mon 4th (10am).  

i)   Sr. Patricia O’Regan RIP 

ii)  Novena Mass 1 

Tue 5th (10am).  

i)  Aisling Foley Intentions (Birthday) 

ii)  

Wed 6th (10am). 

i)  Noreen O’Leary Intentions (Birthday) 

ii) Zukhanye Mapolompo RIP (Recently Deceased) 

Thu 7th (10am). 

i)   Novena 2 

ii)  Rachel O’Leary 

Fri 8th (10am).   

i)  May Buckley RIP (1st Anniv) 

ii) Paddy Hogan RIP 

Sat 9th (10am). 

i) Pro Pop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Offertory collection last weekend 
amounted to €985.00. 

 
This collection is for the ordinary day-to-day 

running of the Church at Gurranabraher. 
 

Building Fund Collection for September - 

€1,205. 
 

❖  

Donations for Church Renovations gratefully 
accepted at Parish Office - 

or it can be lodged directly into: 
 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c  
at any AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

Or  
To our Local Credit Union 

Gurranabraher Credit Union Account – 
Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund 

–  
A/c No. 02255200. 

 
❖  

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

October 3rd, 2021. 

A priest can be contacted urgently  

this Sunday at: 

Cathedral  086 4570292 

❖  

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Mary Morrissey, Mount Eden Road 

Helen Walsh, Churchfield Place West 

Jeremiah Murphy, St. Philomena’s Road 

Noreen O’Leary, Wyse Cottages 

Requiescat in Pace. 

mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
mailto:Tel:%20021-4303%20658
mailto:aidan1302@gmail.com


St. Vincent de Paul collection this weekend  

The monthly church-door collection for Saint Vincent de Paul will take place this weekend. The goal of 

St. Vincent de Paul is to fight poverty in all its forms through the practical assistance to people in need. 

SVP visit thousands of homes each year throughout Ireland, providing families & individuals with 

essential support with food, energy and education costs.  We ask our parishioners to give generously to 

those in need. 

Young Cork Man Ordained Deacon 

Rev. Ronan Sheehan was ordained a deacon, at a concelebrated Mass, in the North Cathedral on 

Saturday last, Sept 25th, the feast of St. Finbarr, Patron Saint of the Diocese. Rev. Ronan Sheehan is 

from the parish of Murragh and Templemartin, which includes Newcestown in West Cork and is preparing 

to be a priest of the Diocese of Cork and Ross.  

In his homily at the ordination, Bishop Fintan highlighted the important role of the community in 

encouraging a vocation to priesthood. “Ministries spring from the community - out of the faith of the 

people. Ministries like the diaconate are not just functions, but involve becoming closer to Jesus Christ, 

with a specific style of life and a spirituality appropriate to the calling,” he said. Addressing Rev Ronan, 

Bishop Fintan said: “Your vocation springs from and out of Christ’s people, beginning with your parents 

and your family, and the parish community of Murragh and Templemartin where your faith was nurtured, 

in which you grew up,” The Deaconate Ordination Mass was concelebrated by priests of the diocese 

and priests from St. Patrick’s College, Maynooth, where Ronan has studied and undertaken his 

formation. 

Collection for the Education and formation of Priests next weekend 

A second collection will be taken up next weekend for the education and on-going formation of priests 

for the diocese of Cork and Ross. To put a young man through a formation course that takes many years 

is very costly. The Diocese ask for your support. 

  

First Communions for Children from Scoil Padre Pio 

Last Saturday, over thirty children from Rang II, at Scoil Padre Pio, received the Sacrament of First Holy 

Communion. Unlike other years when celebrations were lavish and large numbers present this year due 

because of Covid-19 only parents and teachers were present. For all that; it was a still a very beautiful, 

and meaningful celebration – and hopefully it has etched itself into the memory of the children and will 

stay with them a lifetime.  

We earnestly appeal to parents and guardians of these children to honour the pledge made at Baptism 

and renewed again at First Confession that you would do all in your power to bring your children up in 

the ways of the Catholic faith. At a time when there is manifest evil present in our world - some of it 

perpetrated by children – our young people desperately need God’s protection and friendship. Without 

Jesus figuring in young people’s lives, they have no moral compass to know the good from the bad, right 

from wrong, the true from the false. We plead with parents to wake-up to their obligations.  

Church Newsletter available each week at gurranabraherparish.ie 

 

Old Clothes Needed  

Substantial funds for church renovations can be made on old clothing. We ask all parishioners to 

please pass in their old clothing to Parish Office or at Parochial Hall.  No bed clothes! 

Children’s Rosary Apostolate  

We launched a Children’s Rosary on September 7th, with great success, and we would like to 
remind parishioners that the next Children’s Rosary will be on Tuesday October 5th at 6:30pm. It is 
for children aged 4 to 14 years and involves the children coming together publicly each month to 
recite the Holy Rosary as a distinctive group. Please encourage your children and grandchildren 
to come along. 

Parochial Hall Bingo – this Sunday night                                                                                                                                   

Bingo returned to Parochial Hall last Sunday and was a great success.   Some new faces and our 

regulars attended and overall, the consensus was that ‘it felt like returning to normal’.  We thank 

everyone who attended and spread the word and hope to see everyone there again this coming 

Sunday at 8pm. Also, after a long absence, sporting activities will soon return to the Parochial Hall. 

This is good news for the local children/adults, schools and groups who avail of this great facility. 

A lot of work has been done to Parochial Hall over the past two years and we are glad to see it in 

use again. Please check our website www.gurranabraherparish.ie for further updates. 

Holy Hour of Adoration  

Each Thursday, parishioners gather from 7pm – 8pm to pray (mostly in silence) to the Lord for the 
needs of the world. During this Holy Hour we pray especially for vocations to the Priesthood and 
Religious life. We bring before the Lord the names of those who are sick and in need of healing. 
We pray too for stable and happy marriages. Join with us in praying for the needs of the world each 
Thursday evening.   

Meals on Wheels  

Gurranabraher Meals on Wheels delivers nutritious meals daily to many of our senior neighbours 

in the Churchfield/Gurranabraher/Blarney Street area. If you or someone you know would like to 

avail of this service, please contact us at 021 430 1037 or 021 44301071. 

Calling Young People to a deeper knowledge of their Faith 

We invite young people who wish to have a more adult understanding of the faith to make contact 

with the priests of the parish. They will be directed to where they can, along with people of their 

own age, delve into the mystery - and encounter Jesus, the Risen Lord. Only some kind of 

encounter with Jesus will sustain us in the years ahead as Ireland turns its back on Christ and 

believes more and more that it is sufficient on its own. 

Printer Ink Cartridges Wanted 

We are looking for empty ink cartridges from HP and Canon Printers. These cartridges are recycled 

and the money obtained is used to purchase ‘Tablets’ and Laptops for children in schools. Drop 

them into the church or Parish Office. We would like to thank Terence MacSwiney Community 

College for their recent donation of cartridges. 

http://www.gurranabraherparish.ie/

