
        

 

Saint John Paul II called the young to heroic virtue 

I’ve been asked dozens of times why John Paul was such a huge attraction for the young 

who encountered him, especially when, in his latter years, he didn’t look like what youth 

culture imagines to be a “celebrity.” I think there were two reasons:  

The first is that John Paul II transparently believed and lived what he proposed. He did 

not ask young people to bear any burden he hadn’t borne, risk anything he hadn’t risked, 

stretch themselves as he hadn’t been stretched. Young people have a good nose for 

fakery and there was nothing false about John Paul II’s catechesis and his way of life: he 

transparently walked the walk, living out the talk.  

Secondly, there was his refusal to pander with a generation long accustomed to being told 

how amazing it was. He held up a higher standard, summoning the young to risk the 

lifelong adventure of heroic virtue. He knew they would fail from time to time, just as he 

had. But that was no excuse for lowering the bar of expectation. Rather, it was a reason 

to seek out the divine mercy and re-encounter God’s truth: to repent, confess, be forgiven, 

and then try again, with the help of grace, to grow into the sanctity that is everyone’s 

baptismal vocation. ‘Never, ever settle for anything less than the spiritual and moral 

grandeur that the grace of God makes possible in your life’: that was John Paul II’s 

challenge. A lot of young people found it irresistible, at a historical moment when youth 

ministry in the Church seemed moribund and perhaps even impossible.  

(George Weigel – biographer of Pope John Paul II) 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655 (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www:gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 5.30pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat 9th October (5.30pm) 

i)   Bill Myers RIP (16th Anniv) 

ii)  Aaron Carmody RIP (11th Anniv) 

iii) Jeany, Sheila, Paddy Crean RIP & Crean family 

Sun 10th (9am)  

i) Deceased members of Walsh family  

ii)  

Sun 10th (11.30am).  

i)  Frank & Nellie O’Leary RIP 

ii) Frank & Nora Dilworth RIP 

Mon 11th (10am).  

i)   Sr. Anthony  

ii)  Noel Twomey RIP 

iii) Mary Downey RIP 

Tue 12th (10am).  

i)  Novena 3 

ii) Amanda Fortune RIP 

Wed 13th (10am). 

i)  Sr. Margaret Mary’s Intentions 

ii)  

Thu 14th (10am). 

i)   Peg Humphries RIP 

ii)   

Fri 15th (10am).   

i)  Novena 4 

ii) Sr. Angela’s Intentions 

Sat 16th (10am). 

i) Pro Pop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Offertory collection last weekend 

amounted to €1,065.00 
 

This collection is for the ordinary day-to-day 
running of the Church at Gurranabraher. 

 
❖  

Donations for Church Renovations gratefully 
accepted at Parish Office - 

or it can be lodged directly into: 
 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c  
at any AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

Or  
 

To our Local Credit Union 
Gurranabraher Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund 
–  

A/c No. 02255200. 
 

❖  

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

October 10th, 2021. 

A priest can be contacted urgently  

this Sunday at: 

Cathedral  086 4570292 

 

❖  

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Mary Thompson, St. Colmcille Road 

Requiescat in Pace. 
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Collection for the Education and formation of Priests this weekend 

A second collection will be taken up this weekend for the education and on-going formation of priests 

for the diocese of Cork and Ross. To put a young man through a formation course that takes many 

years is very costly. The Diocese ask for your support. 

Suspension of Masses in Diocese 

To facilitate priests attending the Diocesan Retreat all Masses in Parishes in the Diocese are 

suspended from Sunday, 10th to Thursday 14th October, 2021. Provision is made with Religious 

Congregations/ Orders in the Diocese to provide Funeral cover if required. The priests of the parish 

regret that Mass will not be available for those who attend daily Mass - and that Intentions already 

booked will have to be said privately by Fr Aidan and Fr Tomás.  

Parochial Hall Bingo Suspended until 7th November 

Because of new legislation, yet to be processed by the Courts; the issuance of yearly Licenses under 

the Gaming and Lottery Act has been deferred until late October. This means that we have had to 

discontinue the Sunday night Bingo until the 7th November. It is annoying that this should happen at 

this time after only just restarting after a period of eighteen months Lock-down. It is a very costly 

exercise to obtain a Bingo License - and no recompense was made for not being able to use that 

License for nine months in 2020 and for ten months in 2021. 

 

Children’s Rosary Apostolate  

The next Children’s Rosary will be on Tuesday, November 2nd, (All Souls Day), at 6:30pm. It is for 

children aged 4 to 14 years and involves the children coming together publicly each month to recite 

the Holy Rosary as a distinctive group. The Rosary is a powerful prayer of intercession – and when 

recited by children it is doubly powerful. Please encourage your children and grandchildren to come 

along in November to pray for their dead ancestors. 

 

November Death List 

Envelopes will be distributed shortly to homes in the parish inviting parishioners to participate in the 

annual remembrance of the dead. The greatest gift, indeed the only real gift, we can give our dead is 

our prayers. Each November the Church engages in a great crusade of prayer for all Holy Souls who 

still undergo purgatorial cleansing before they can live in communion with the Lord and his elect. 

These Holy Souls need our prayer. We ask parishioners to encourage their children and-grand 

children to pray for the dead.    

Child Safeguarding our Priority 

With the good news that our churches are open again for worship, safeguarding checks continue to 

take place to ensure, and maintain, in our parish, a safe environment for children and vulnerable adults 

to worship. To this end, the Diocesan Child Protection Office is presently undertaking its yearly Audit 

in all parishes to ensure that we do not grow lax in this area.   

 

Read our Parish Newsletter Online at www.gurranabraherparish.ie 

Handel’s Messiah Recital in Ascension Church – November 28th @ 8pm 

The East Cork Choral Society will perform George Frideric Handel’s great work about the life of 

Jesus, titled ‘Messiah’, at Ascension Church, Gurranabraher on Sunday, November 28, @ 8pm.  

Admission will be €20. The East Cork Choral Society has kindly agreed to stage this performance 

at Gurranabraher. All proceeds, after expenses, will be divided between St Joseph’s Parish 

Mayfield and our own parish, Gurranabraher. Tickets will soon be available at Parish Office. 

Calling Young People to a deeper knowledge of their Faith 

We invite young people who wish to have a more adult understanding of the faith to make contact 

with the priests of the parish. They will be directed to where they can, along with people of their 

own age, delve into the mystery - and encounter Jesus, the Risen Lord. Only some kind of 

encounter with Jesus will sustain us in the years ahead as Ireland turns its back on Christ and 

believes more and more that it is sufficient on its own. 

Holy Hour of Adoration  

Each Thursday, parishioners gather from 7pm – 8pm to pray (mostly in silence) to the Lord for the 
needs of the world. During this Holy Hour we pray especially for vocations to the Priesthood and 
Religious life. We bring before the Lord the names of those who are sick and in need of healing. 
We pray too for stable and happy marriages. Join with us in praying for the needs of the world. 

Printer Ink Cartridges Wanted 

We are looking for empty ink cartridges from HP and Canon Printers. These cartridges are recycled 

and the money obtained is used to purchase ‘Tablets’ and Laptops for children in schools. Drop 

them into the church or Parish Office. We would like to thank Terence MacSwiney Community 

College for their recent donation of cartridges.  

Justice and Mercy inextricably Linked 

From their writings, Shakespeare, St. Anselm and Pope Saint John Paul II all knew that justice and 

mercy are inextricably related to one another. They understood that mercy comes into the world 

only because of justice. God extends mercy to the world only because he holds us accountable to 

moral truth. If God did not expect us to keep his commandments, we would not need his help or 

forgiveness. Unless it is predicated on justice, mercy doesn’t really make sense. 

In his book ‘God or Nothing’ published in 2015, Robert Cardinal Sarah wrote that the “real scandal” 

of today is “the confusion between good and evil caused by Catholic shepherds. If men who are 

consecrated to God are no longer capable of understanding the radical nature of the Gospel 

message and seek to anesthetize it, we will be going the wrong way. For that is the real failure of 

mercy.” The only true kind of mercy is predicated on truth. God’s mercy is operative when it makes 

us better men and women, not when it makes excuses for depravity. God’s mercy gives the 

capacity for goodness, and justice, and heroic virtue. Heroism, dear brothers, is the ordinary 

consequence of mercy in the life of the ordinary Christian.’  (Bishop James Conley | April 5, 2016) 

 

Mass Live each day at www.gurranabraherparish.ie 

http://www.firstthings.com/author/james-conley

