
                                          

‘Catholic Lite’ has only led to Ecclesiastical Sclerosis 

Twenty years ago, I used the term ‘Catholic Lite’ to describe a project that detached the Church 

from its foundations in Scripture and Tradition: a Catholicism that could not tell you with certainty 

what it believes or what makes for righteous living; a Church of open borders, unable or unwilling 

to define those ideas and actions by which full communion with the Mystical Body of Christ is 

broken. The ‘Catholic Lite’ project was typically promoted as a pastoral response to the cultural 

challenges of late modernity and postmodernity; late modernity and postmodernity responded, not 

with enthusiasm for dialogue, but with a barely stifled yawn. 

I know of no instance in which the ‘Catholic Lite’ project has led to a vibrant Catholicism, doing the 

work that Pope St. John XXIII and the Second Vatican Council set before the Church: the 

conversion and sanctification of the world. On the contrary, ‘Catholic Lite’ has always led to 

ecclesiastical sclerosis. The Catholicism that is alive and vital today is a Catholicism that embraces 

the symphony of Catholic truth as the answer to the world’s yearning for genuine human liberation 

and authentic human community: a Church of sinners that strives for Christian perfection. The 

Catholicism that is dying, everywhere, is the Church of Catholic Lite. 

The aforementioned death throes of the ‘Catholic Lite’ project are now on full display in the German 

“Synodal Path:” a multi-year process, dominated by Church bureaucrats and academics, that 

seems determined to reinvent the Catholic Church as a form of liberal Protestantism. Most recently, 

the Synodal Path decided to weaponize the Church’s clerical sexual abuse crisis as one rationale 

for a wholesale surrender to the spirit of the age in matters of gender ideology and the ethics of 

human love. (George Weigel, February 16, 2022 ‘Liquid Catholicism and the German Synodal Path’) 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655 (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com 

Website: www.gurranabraherparish.ie 

Office Hours: 10:30 – 12:30 & 1pm – 5pm 

Priests of the Parish: 

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com) 

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com) 

Weekend Masses – Saturday 5.30pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat 26, February, (5.30pm)  

i)  Richard Harris RIP (4th Anniv) 

ii) Tommie Cambridge RIP (10th Anniv) 

Sun 27, (9am)  

i)  Rose Wall’s Intentions 

ii) Special Intention 

Sun 27, (11.30am)  

i)  Eddie O’Brien RIP (5th Anniv) 

ii) Liam O’Riordan RIP (2nd Anniv) 

Mon 28, (10am).    

i)   Michael White RIP (4th Anniv) 

ii)  Novena 9 

iii)  Eileen O’Mahony RIP (1st Anniv) 

Tue 1st March, (10am) 

i)   Eleanor Kidney, RIP (Birthday Rem) 

ii)  Novena 1 

iii)  Special Intention 

Wed 2nd, (10am) 

i)   John Joe Long & Twohig family RIP 

ii)  Michael’s Intentions 

iii)  
 

Thur 3rd, (10am)  

i)    Jim Lehane RIP (Anniv) 

ii)   Prema’s family Intentions RIP 

iii)  Martha O’Donoghue RIP (33rd Anniv) 

Fri 4th, (10am)  

i)   Thanksgiving 

ii)  Breda O’Driscoll RIP 

iii)  Novena 2 
 

Sat 5th, (10am)  

Pro Populo 

 

 

 

 

The Offertory collection last weekend 

amounted to €860. 

This collection is for the ordinary day-to-day 

running of the Church at Gurranabraher. 

 

Donations for Church Renovations gratefully 

accepted at Parish Office – 

or it can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c  

at any AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 

Or  

To our Local Credit Union 

Gurranabraher Credit Union Account  

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund – 

A/c No. 02255200. 

❖  

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

27th February, 2022. 

A priest can be contacted urgently  

this Sunday at  

Gurranabraher 085 804 1951 

 

 

 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Infant Conor Armstrong, Churchfield Green 

John O’Flynn, Churchfield Avenue, 

Requiescat in Pace. 
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Building Fund Collection this weekend 

The February end-of-month building fund collection will take place at all Masses this weekend. Shortly 

Financial Statements for the Year 2021 will be published. It will show again the magnificent contribution 

of parishioners over that time – and the work that was accomplished in 2021. We ask for your continued 

support for the Renovation project.   

GoFundMe for Church Roof Cross   

We are appealing for help to restore the steeple cross at Church of the Ascension, Gurranabraher, Cork. 

The cross, which has been in situ since 1962, was damaged by Storm Franklin - the third storm to hit 

Cork last week. The people of the community, particularly the older generation, have been very 

supportive of the church and we now appeal to the community, and the people of Cork to help us raise 

funds to repair and restore the cross. The GoFundMe information is as follows: GoFundMe link: 

https://gofund.me/dc514579. Search Ascension Cross Gurranabraher GoFundMe in Google 
  

Thanks to Eily Morris and Supporters 

Yet again we thank Eily Morris and her band of supporters for raising the sum of Five Hundred Euro for 

Church Renovations. Eily and her supporters have been raising large sums of money for Church 

Renovations for many years. Well done to all who contribute. May they be blessed with health and peace. 
 

Trócaire Boxes available in Church 

Each Lent, Trócaire, an agency of the Catholic Bishops Conference of Ireland, appeals to the generosity 

of Irish Catholics to support their many projects in the developing world aimed at alleviating hunger and 

promoting integral human development. Bishop William Crean, Bishop of Cloyne, and Chairman of 

Trócaire, has written appealing that we make an extra special effort this Lenten season to think of those 

who live in dire poverty.  
 

Children’s Rosary Apostolate  
The next Children’s Rosary will be on Tuesday, March 1st, at 6:30pm. It is for children aged 4 to 14 years 

and involves the children coming together publicly each month to recite the Holy Rosary as a distinctive 

group. The Rosary is a powerful prayer of intercession – and when recited by children it is doubly 

powerful. Please encourage your children and grandchildren to come along to pray for their dead. 
 

Holy Hour of Adoration  

Each Thursday, parishioners gather from 7pm – 8pm to pray (mostly in silence) to the Lord for the needs 

of the world. During this Holy Hour we pray especially for vocations to the Priesthood and Religious life. 

We bring before the Lord the names of those who are sick and in need of healing. We pray too for stable 

and happy marriages. Join with us in praying for the needs of the world.  

 

Pilgrimage to Italy 13th September 2022 

A seven-night pilgrimage to Italy in September. Highlights of this tour include: visit to the historic town of 

Assisi, a Papal audience in St Peter’s, and visits to Montecassino Abbey, San Giovanni Rotoundo, Monte 

Sant’ Angela and St Mathew’s Monastery. Cost €1,195.00.  

For further details & bookings contact Roger on 087 644 2529 

Regarding Infant Baptism - 2nd March @ 7pm.                                                                                                                                               

A minimum of One Month’s notice is required for ‘infant baptism’. A pre-baptism instruction is 

mandatory before parents can have their child baptized. Both parents will have to attend a Pre-

Baptism instruction held at Gurranabraher Parish Office on the first Wednesday of each month. 

Parochial Hall Bingo @ 8pm every Sunday 

Finally, we are able to resume the game of Bingo, after a lengthy lay-off. The Lock-down 

has seriously impacted on the ongoing refurbishment of the hall. But it has also impacted 

greatly on people’s mental health. Solitary confinement is not good for anyone. We 

encourage older parishioners to resume playing Bingo and meeting old friends again – 

enjoying the Craic that is found in the Parochial Hall.    

Please spread the word that Bingo has resumed for those who may not be aware. 

Calling Young People to a deeper knowledge of their Faith 

We invite young people who wish to have a more adult understanding of the faith to make 

contact with the priests of the parish. They will be directed to where they can, along with people 

of their own age, delve into the mystery - and encounter Jesus, the Risen Lord. Only some 

kind of encounter with Jesus will sustain us in the years ahead as Ireland turns its back on 

Christ and believes more and more that it is sufficient on its own. 

Only God can save us now 

The dismantling of Western civilization by culture-war zealots has destroyed the resolve of Western 

man to defend himself. Western civilization has been gutted from within. At the core of this moral 

bankruptcy is a watered-down Christianity that lacks the conviction to defend itself, given its post-

modern moral-spiritual duplicity.  

Martin Heidegger, the German philosopher, who reflected deeply on issues concerning human life 

and human flourishing, in 1966 asked: “In a post-modern world, how many people are still capable 

of humility and hubris? How many are moved by the beauty of the human person, and existence 

itself as the highest value? When the interviewer for the German news weekly asked him about 

mankind’s future, Heidegger answered, “only a God can save us now”. The one-time Catholic 

seminarian worried that neither philosophy nor human reflection was any longer equipped to bring 

about change in the debased moral-spiritual state of Western civilization. Man’s capacity for self-

reflection, Heidegger suggests, has become subsumed by this debasement. Heidegger was 

concerned with the erosion of the sense for life that poetic sensibility instills in man.  (Can Only a 

God Save Us Now? - Pedro Gonzalez - July 24, 2017) 

Visiting the Sick and Housebound 

Each month the priests of the parish visit the elderly and housebound: many of whom were once 

active members of this parish community but can no longer now attend weekly Mass. Please bring 

to our attention family members now unable to attend Mass and who would like to receive the 

Sacraments each month. 
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