
                                          

 

St Patrick, Patron of Ireland - and one of the world’s most popular Saints. 

Patrick, Apostle of Ireland, was born in 387 probably in Wales and died in Downpatrick, Co Down 

in March, 461. As a boy, (of fourteen or so), he was captured by a raiding party and taken to Ireland 

as a slave to herd and tend sheep. Ireland at this time was a land of druids and pagans. He learned 

the language and practices of the people who held him captive. In captivity Patrick, (a Christian), 

turned to God in prayer. He wrote: "The love of God grew in me more and more, and my soul was 

elevated. "I prayed in the woods and on the mountain, even before dawn." Patrick's captivity lasted 

until he was twenty, when he escaped after having a dream from God in which he was told to leave 

Ireland by going to the coast. There he found some sailors who took him back to Britain, where he 

was reunited with his family.  

Some years later he had another dream in which the people of Ireland were calling out to him "We 

beg you, ‘Holy Youth’, to come and walk among us once more." Now as a youth full of faith he 

began his studies for the priesthood. He was ordained priest and then ordained bishop and arrived 

back in Ireland in 432.  

Patrick and his disciples preached the Good News of Jesus Christ which deeply touched the hearts 

of the pagan Irish - and many converted to the Christian faith that brought liberation from 

superstition, fear and the powers of darkness. Even Clan Chiefs, their families, and entire kingdoms 

converted to Christianity when hearing Patrick's message. Patrick was a humble man, whose love 

and total devotion to and trust in, God should be a shining example to each of us. He feared 

nothing, not even death, so complete was his trust in God, and of the importance of his mission.  

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655 (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com 

Website: www.gurranabraherparish.ie 

Office Hours: 10:30 – 12:30 & 1pm – 5pm 

Priests of the Parish: 

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com) 

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com) 

Weekend Masses – Saturday 5.30pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat 12th March, (5.30pm)  

i)  May O’Sullivan RIP (15th Anniv) 

ii) Thanksgiving Mass 

iii) Eileen McCarthy (Month’s Mind) 

Sun 13th, (9am)  

i)  Michael Collins RIP (36th Anniv) 

ii) Collins & O’Connor families RIP 

Sun 13th, (11.30am)  

i)  Finnbarr & Christy Barry (Months Mind/11th Anniv) 

ii) Sean Burns & Twomey family RIP 

Mon 14th, (10am).    

i)   Maria Henchy RIP 

ii)  Novena 4 

Tue 15th, (10am) 

i)   James & Ellen O’Donoghue RIP 

ii)  Evan’s Intentions 

Wed 16th, (10am) 

i)  Hayes family RIP 

ii)  Denis Deasy RIP 

Weds 16th (5:30pm) Vigil for St Patrick’s Day 

i)  Patrick O’Mahony RIP (2nd Anniv) 
 

Thur 17th, St Patrick’s Day 

9am)  

i) For the People of Ukraine    

ii) 

11.30am)   

i) That Ireland would cherish the Apostolic Faith 

ii) Special Intentions 

Fri 18th, (10am)  

i)Breda O’Driscoll, Eileen McCarthy & Joan Coughlan RIP   

ii) Novena 7  
 

Sat 19th, (10am)  

Pro Populo 

 

The Offertory collection last weekend 

amounted to €1,015.00 

This collection is for the ordinary day-to-day 

running of the Church at Gurranabraher. 

❖  

Donations for Church Renovations gratefully 

accepted at Parish Office – 

or it can be lodged directly into: 
 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c  

at any AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
Or  

To our Local Credit Union 

Gurranabraher Credit Union Account  

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund – 

A/c No. 02255200. 

❖  

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

13th March, 2022. 

A priest can be contacted urgently  

this Sunday at  

Knocknaheeny 087 654 4836 

❖  

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Creina Cooke, Presentation Road, 

Mary Busteed, late Churchfield Avenue 

Requiescat in Pace 

 

 

            

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6170
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6170
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10963
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6170
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6170
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2927
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
http://www.gurranabraherparish.ie/
mailto:Tel:%20021-4303%20658
mailto:aidan1302@gmail.com


Irish Bishops’ Commissions Collection – next weekend 
Next weekend a second collection will be taken up at all Masses in the parish. This collection helps fund the 
work of the Irish Bishops’ Conference, its agencies and commissions, (such as its ministry to prisoners, 
refugees, Irish Emigrants abroad, etc. We are asked to give generously. 
 

GoFundMe for Church Roof Cross   
We are appealing for help to restore the steeple cross at Church of the Ascension. The cross, which has 
been in situ since 1962, was damaged by Storm Franklin - the third storm to hit Cork in a week. The people 
of the community, particularly the older generation, have been very supportive of the church and we now 
appeal to the people of Cork to help us raise funds to restore the cross. The GoFundMe information is as 
follows: GoFundMe link: https://gofund.me/dc514579. Search Ascension Cross Gurranabraher GoFundMe 
in Google.  Alternatively, donations can be dropped into the parish office. 
  

Trócaire Boxes available in Church 
Each Lent, Trócaire, an agency of the Catholic Bishops Conference of Ireland, appeals to the generosity of 
Irish Catholics to support their many projects in the developing world aimed at alleviating hunger and 
promoting integral human development. Bishop William Crean, Bishop of Cloyne, and Chairman of Trócaire, 
has written appealing that we make an extra special effort this Lenten season to think of those who live in 
dire poverty. The box can be returned to the parish office. 
 

Summer School with the Dominicans 
Learn about philosophy, Christology, liturgy and moral life at St Martin’s Chapel, Pope’s Quay.  Each course 
runs Mon-Fri 9:30 – 4pm and costs €195 per course.  To book contact 085 746 4802 

Calling Young People to a deeper knowledge of their Faith 
We invite young people who wish to have a more adult understanding of the faith to contact the priests of the 
parish. They will be directed to where they can, along with people of their own age, delve into the mystery - 
and encounter Jesus, the Risen Lord. Only some kind of encounter with Jesus will sustain us in the years 
ahead as Ireland turns its back on Christ and believes more and more that it is sufficient on its own. 

Holy Hour of Adoration  
Each Thursday, parishioners gather from 7pm – 8pm to pray (mostly in silence) to the Lord for the needs of 
the world. During this Holy Hour we pray especially for vocations to the Priesthood and Religious life. We 
bring before the Lord the names of those who are sick and in need of healing. We pray too for stable and 
happy marriages. Join with us in praying for the needs of the world.  

Pilgrimage to Italy 13th September 2022 
A seven-night pilgrimage to Italy in September. Highlights of this tour include: visit to the historic town of 
Assisi, a Papal audience in St Peter’s, and visits to Montecassino Abbey, San Giovanni Rotoundo, Monte 
Sant’ Angela and St Mathew’s Monastery. Cost €1,195.00. For further details contact Roger, 087 644 2529 
 

Regarding Infant Baptism  
A minimum of One Month’s notice is required for ‘infant baptism’. A pre-baptism instruction is mandatory 
before parents can have their child baptized. Both parents will have to attend a Pre-Baptism instruction held 
at Gurranabraher Parish Office on the first Wednesday of each month. 

Tir gan Cultúir – Tir gan t-anam – “A country without a culture is a Country without a Soul” 

Mass Live each day at 10.am @ www.gurranabraherparish.ie 

Sponsored Walk in aid of Ascension Church Refurbishment 
A sponsored walked has been organised in aid of the Ascension Church Building Fund. The 
sponsored walk will leave Ascension Church at 11am on Easter Monday 18th April and will follow a 
route ending in Blarney. Christy’s Restaurant will be open where you can purchase a ‘Cuppa’ and 
a Scone. You can find your own way back to Gurranabraher. Cards available in the parish office. 

Parochial Hall Bingo @ 8pm every Sunday 
Bingo has resumed at the Parochial Hall each Sunday at 8pm. We encourage older parishioners 
to resume playing Bingo and meeting old friends again – enjoy the Craic. 

 

#LivingLent 
Archbishop Eamon Martin is encouraging families to pray together and fast for peace this 
Lent.  Archbishop Martin was speaking as he launched the #LivingLent social media initiative for 
Lent 2022. The #LivingLent initiative offers short daily suggestions on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram.  These include prayer and Scripture reading suggestions; opportunities for penance 
and fasting in our daily lives, such as to refrain from gossip; fast from negativity online; give up 
certain foods; availing of the Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession; suggestions for charitable 
acts like donating to Trócaire and other charities; and donating your time by helping your own 
family, school, parish.  Hashtag #LivingLent can be used and shared to help put themes of prayer, 
fasting and charity into practice during this Lenten season. 

Heedless Disregard for Truth is Insane 
Perhaps the most tragic situation we face in the West today is the widespread, heedless disregard 
for the truth about man's existence and his relationship to God, which has resulted in an arrogant 
disregard for the reality of things both visible and invisible. The indifference displayed toward 
understanding reality as it is, in which we are inseparably immersed, and in which we are 
inescapably bound is patently insane. The poorest of all are those who rush headlong, ignorant of 
the truth by their own choosing, toward the loss of heaven. The truth about reality begins and ends 
in God; the Alpha and Omega of Truth; the omnipotent, omniscient and immutable Being whose 
divine mind has preordained what is and what is to be. Reality is precisely and exactly what God 
says it is - nothing more and nothing less. (Pope Benedict XVI, 2011). 

Host families needed for students 
Cork English College are looking for host families for their international adult & junior students, both 
short & long-term stays. Competitive rates, 24/7 support and complete guidance provided. If 
interested please contact audrey@corkenglishcollege.ie or ring 021 4551522 to learn more. 

 

Our Father as Gaelige 
Ár n-Athair atá ar neamh, Go naofar d'ainim, Go dtagfadh do ríocht, 

Go ndéantar do thoil ar an talamh mar a dhéantar ar neamh. 

Ár n-arán laethúil tabhair dúinn inniu, agus maith dúinn ár bhfiacha, 

mar a mhaithimidne dár bhféichiúna féin. Ach ná lig sinn i gcathú, 

ach saor sinn ó olc Amen. 
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