
                                      
 

 

 

The Season of Advent – a Time to get Ready to 

receive the Christ 

Today we enter the second week of the Season of Advent. 

Advent is a time for getting ready - for making preparations to 

receive the Christ child when he comes again at Christmas. 

Without some type of spiritual preparation there is a great 

danger that we will miss the true significance of this very 

special and holy season. Christmas will then be reduced to just an occasion used to 

over-indulge the worst aspects of our nature. We appeal to families especially to make 

Advent special by having some form of family prayer in the home each day during 

Advent.  The Advent liturgy for today directs our minds to the Last Day, to the Second 

Coming of Christ, to the Day of Judgement. We look at this not as individuals, but as a 

great gathering of all peoples. The suddenness of the coming of the Lord may make us a 

little afraid, but we should look forward in joy - rejoice when we hear them say - ‘Let us 

go to God’s house’. St Paul tells us how to live in the meantime: be fully awake and cast 

off the works of darkness.  
 

 May this Advent Season bring us closer to Christ the Lord – and may each new 

generation of Christians treasure the ‘specialness’ of Christmas. 

M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  t h i s  W e e k  

Sat 3rd December, (5:30pm)  

i)   Christopher Connolly RIP 

ii)  Fe & Pio Carreon RIP 

iii) Margaret O’Donoghue RIP (Months Mind) 

Sun 4th December, (9am)  

i)  Patrick Hurley RIP 

ii) Donor’s Intentions 

Sun 4th December, (11.30am)  

i)   Molly O’Riordan & Mary Hegarty RIP (Anniv) 

ii)  Paddy Galgey RIP (5th Anniv) 

iii) Noreen Milner RIP (2nd Anniv) 

Mon 5th December, 

i)   Special Intention 

ii)  Sr Consilio RIP 

iii)  Holy Souls 

Tue 6th December, 

i) Philomena O’Brien RIP (Died recently)   

ii) Special Intention  

Wed 7th December, (10am) 

i)  Novena 2 

ii) Special Intention 

Wed 7th December, Immaculate Conception (5.30pm) 

i)   Dora O’Connor & Mary O’Donovan RIP 
ii)  Denis & Kathleen O’Mahony RIP (Anniv) 

Thurs 8th December, (8am)  

i)  Novena 3  

ii)  Special Intention 

Thurs 8th December, (10am)  
i)  Michael & Mary O’Donovan & Linda Glancy RIP 
ii)  Special Intention 

Fri, 9th December, (10am) 

i)  Shane Riordan RIP   

ii) Donal O’Leary RIP (Died recently) 

iii) Noel Twomey RIP 

Sat 10th December, (10am) 

i) Pro Populo 

 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655 (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

email:ascensionparish123@gmail.com Website:www.gurranabraherparish.ie 

Office Hours: 10:30 – 12:30  

Priests of the area: 

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  021 4303 658 (walshtomas@hotmail.com) 

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021 439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com) 

Fr Seán O’Sullivan, resident at Farranree, (021 493 2230) 

Fr Cian O’Sullivan, resident at Knocknaheeny, (021 439 2427) 

Weekend Masses – Saturday 5.30pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

 

 

 

 

 
The Offertory collection last weekend 

amounted to: €855 
 

  This collection is for the ordinary day-to-day 

running of the Church at Gurranabraher. 
 

The Building Fund Collection last weekend 
amounted to: €1230 

 
 

Donations for Church Renovations gratefully 

     accepted at Parish Office –or it can be lodged 

directly into: 
 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 

at any AIB Bank 

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
Or  

To our Local Credit Union 

Gurranabraher Credit Union Account  
  Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund 

– A/c No. 02255200. 
 

 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

4th December, 2022 

 A priest can be contacted urgently  

this Sunday at  

               Cathedral 086 457 0292 

❖  
 

 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

 

Requiescat in Pace 

 

In a world where there is so much noise, so much 

bewilderment, there is a need for silent adoration of 

Jesus concealed in the Host. — (Benedict XVI) 
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Feast of Immaculate Conception (Thursday, 8th December) Holy Day of Obligation. 

Vigil Mass on Wednesday – 5.30pm & Thursday 8am and 10am. 

On Thursday, 8th December, Christians all over the world celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception. This feast recalls a hugely decisive moment in salvation history when God intervenes to 

spare Mary [at her moment of conception in the womb of her mother, Ann], from the consequences 

of the sin of Adam, (Original sin).  

What were/are these consequences of Original Sin? The Church teaches that because of Adam’s 

disobedience every human being ever born is contaminated by that original sin – resulting in the loss 

of innocence - where the human will is weakened, the intellect is darkened and human passions are 

inclined towards evil.  

Why was Mary granted this special grace from God? For one reason only – Mary was singularly 

chosen to bring forth in her womb the Saviour of the world. It could not happen that this Saviour could 

dwell in the womb of a person contaminated in any way by sin - original or actual. Thus, Mary, seen 

by God, even before she took existence, as an exemplary disciple, is spared the contamination of 

that original sin and so is indeed a worthy vessel for the Christ to take human form and to be born. 

What was granted to Mary before Christ’s death and resurrection is now granted to all of us at 

Baptism.  

O Mary conceived without original sin,  

pray for us who have recourse to you. 

St Vincent de Paul Monthly Church-door Collection 11th & 12th December 

The monthly Church-door collection taken up by St Vincent de Paul Society will take place the 

weekend after next. Covid-19 restrictions and the war in Ukraine has brought much devastation that 

is hugely affecting the poorer members of society. We ask you to be generous to this collection.  
 

Christmas Triduum Mass Cards 

Mass Cards that will remember family and friends in a Triduum of Masses, all those whom the Cards 

will reach this approaching Christmas are now available in Parish Office (and in Sacristy during 

weekend Masses). The three Masses will be offered on 24th, 25th & 26th December. These Masses 

will be offered up that God’s love and peace may reign in each heart and home over the Christmas 

period. Cards are €2 each or 3 for €5 or 6 for €10. 

 

Irish Catholic Newspaper - €2.50. 

At the request of parishioners, we have on sale in our church, each weekend, the Irish Catholic 

Newspaper. It is the only weekly newspaper that gives a Catholic slant on current news. We 

encourage our parishioners to support this newspaper.  Please put the €2.50 into the Shrines. 
 

Cork and Ross Diocese Website 

The diocesan website www.corkandross.org has recently been completely rebuilt and published. The 

website continues to be an important resource for many people who visit it for up-to-date information 

about parishes, clergy and parish offices.  Along with the website there is also a Facebook and 

Instagram page. 

 

Cultivation Of Ethical and Religious Values Necessary to Preserve Freedom 

“A culture and a nation that cuts itself off from the great ethical and religious forces of its own 

history, commits suicide. The cultivation of essential moral insights, preserving and protecting 

these as a common possession but without imposing them by force, seems to be the one 

condition necessary for the continued existence of freedom in the face of all [of today’s] nihilisms 

and their totalitarian consequences.” (Pope Benedict XVI) 

Scoil Padre Pio Christmas Carol Service – 15th December @ 11am. 

A very special Christmas Carol Service will take place at Ascension Church on Thursday, 15th, 

December at 11am. This Carol Service was very successful last year - and with children and 

teachers involved it was a very beautiful event. We invite parishioners to join us on that morning 

as we try to set the right atmosphere for our Christmas celebration.  

Aspal launch new online programme: “Foundations in Youth Ministry” 

Aspal is an online learning platform developed by the Diocese of Ossory and Saint Patrick’s 

Pontifical University. The Archdiocese of Armagh has collaborated with Aspal to develop an 

online course entitled “Foundations in Youth Ministry”.  The programme is reflective in nature and 

has seven modules on different themes.  It can be accessed at any time and is designed for 

individuals and parish groups who are engaging with young people or hope to engage in parish 

youth ministry.  The programme is available online until Easter 2023. Enrolment is free and 

available now at www.aspal.ie. 
 

Regarding Infant Baptism  

A minimum of One Month’s notice is required for ‘infant baptism’. A pre-baptism instruction is 

mandatory before parents can have their child baptized. Both parents will have to attend a Pre-

Baptism instruction held at Gurranabraher Parish Office on the first Wednesday of each month. 
 

Church Activities 

Tuesday:  Legion of Mary meeting @ 8pm 

Wednesday:  (First Wednesdays) Baptism Instruction @ 7pm  

Thursday:  Holy Hour 7 – 8pm 

Friday:   (First Fridays) Alliance of Two Hearts Vigil @ 7.30pm to Midnight. 

Saturday:  (First Saturdays) – Marian Devotion 10am – 11.15am  

Sunday:   Bingo (Parochial Hall) @ 8pm. 
 

Christmas Food Collection 

As we enter the season of Advent, we make a special appeal to parishioners to donate foodstuffs 

to help the less well-off this Christmas. This food collection is a special feature of preparations 

for Christmas at Gurranabraher parish going back over many years. Please show your concern 

for the less well-off in our community.  
 

     Mass Live each day at 10.am @ www.gurranabraherparish.ie 
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