
                                      
 

 

 

Christmas - A long-awaited promise fulfilled 

The promise: “You, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are so little to be 
among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for Me one 
who is to be ruler of Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient 
days” (Micah 5: 2)  

Consult any history book and the author will point you to the great centres of civilization 
in antiquity: Rome, Athens, Tenochtitlan, The Indus River Valley, China. 

Nowhere in any ancient estimation would it be said that the fulcrum of the world was to 
be found in a hard-scrabble little village of washed-up dreams out on the fringe of 
Augustus’ realm. True, Bethlehem had had its little moment in the sun, politically, a 
thousand years before, because it was the birthplace of David (an obscure Semitic 
monarch who meant a great deal to one of the little ethnic groups that buzzed like flies 
somewhere on the borders of Roman political consciousness). 

But let’s face it: Jewish nostalgia for David had about as much to do with hope as some 
tribe of Bantus dream of achieving world military domination. So why did the Jews hang 
on? Because God promised a Saviour would be born of them. And on that Christmas 
night, against all hope, the promise came true. The King of the Universe – Jesus, the 
Christ, came to be born – and “man will live forever more because of Christmas Day!” 

May that King’s rule reign in the hearts of all people this Christmas. 

M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  t h i s  W e e k  

Sat 10th December, (5:30pm)  

i)   Michael Buckley RIP (45th Anniv) 

ii)  Michael White RIP 

Sun 11th December, (9am)  

i)  Richard Mulvihill RIP 

ii) Chrissie Barrett RIP (Months Mind) 

Sun 11th December, (11.30am)  

i)   Christopher Elliott RIP (Anniv) 

ii)  Patrick Hurley RIP 

Mon 12th December, (10am) 

i)  Thomas & Ellen Creagh RIP 

ii)  Ellen O’Brien RIP (Birth Remb) 

iii) Special Intentions for Francis 

Tue 13th December, (10am) 

i)  Novena 4 

ii) Mary O’Donovan RIP (3rd Anniv) 

iii) Mary Downey RIP 

Wed 14th December, (10am) 

i)   Maura Moynihan RIP (11th Anniv) 
ii)  Mr & Mrs Joyce & Mr & Mrs Twomey RIP 
iii) Holy Souls most in need 
 
Thurs 15th December, (10am)  

i)   Michael O’Driscoll RIP (12th Anniv) 
ii)  Novena 5 
iii) Janet’s Intentions 
 

Fri, 16th December, (10am) 

i)  Patrick Crawford RIP (15th Anniv) 

ii) Holy Souls 

iii) Jimmy Barry RIP (25th Anniv) 

Sat 17th December, (10am) 

i) Pro Populo 

 

 

 

   

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655 (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

email:ascensionparish123@gmail.com Website:www.gurranabraherparish.ie 

Office Hours: 10:30 – 12:30  

Priests of the area: 

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  021 4303 658 (walshtomas@hotmail.com) 

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021 439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com) 

Fr Seán O’Sullivan, resident at Farranree, (021 493 2230) 

Fr Cian O’Sullivan, resident at Knocknaheeny, (021 439 2427) 

Weekend Masses – Saturday 5.30pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

 

 

 

 

 
The Offertory collection last weekend 

amounted to: €930. 
 

  This collection is for the ordinary day-to-day 

running of the Church at Gurranabraher. 

 
 
 

Donations for Church Renovations gratefully 

     accepted at Parish Office –or it can be lodged 

directly into: 
 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 

at any AIB Bank 

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
Or  

To our Local Credit Union 

Gurranabraher Credit Union Account  
  Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund 

– A/c No. 02255200. 
 

 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

11th December, 2022 

 A priest can be contacted urgently  

this Sunday at  

                Farranree 087 096 7177 

❖  
 

 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Noel O’Riordan, Churchfield Tce, East 

Margaret Fielding, Mt. Nebo Ave. 

Requiescat in Pace 

 

In a world where there is so much noise, so much 

bewilderment, there is a need for silent adoration of 

Jesus concealed in the Host. — (Benedict XVI) 
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St Vincent de Paul Monthly Church-door Collection 11th & 12th December 

The monthly Church-door collection taken up by St Vincent de Paul Society will take place this weekend. 

Covid-19 restrictions and the war in Ukraine has brought much devastation that is hugely affecting the 

poorer members of society. We ask you to be generous to this collection.  

 

Scoil Padre Pio Christmas Carol Service – 15th December @ 11am. 

A very special Christmas Carol Service will take place at Ascension Church on Thursday, 15th, 

December at 11am. This Carol Service was very successful last year - and with children and teachers 

involved it was a very beautiful event. We invite parishioners to join us on that morning as we try to set 

the right atmosphere for our Christmas celebration.  
 

Christmas Triduum Mass Cards 

Mass Cards that will remember family and friends in a Triduum of Masses, all those whom the Cards will 

reach this approaching Christmas are now available in Parish Office (and in Sacristy during weekend 

Masses). The three Masses will be offered on 24th, 25th & 26th December. These Masses will be offered 

up that God’s love and peace may reign in each heart and home over the Christmas period. Cards are 

€2 each or 3 for €5 or 6 for €10. 

 

Christmas Raffle to Raise Funds for Ascension Church 

The annual Christmas raffle to raise funds for Ascension Church will take place again this year. Tickets 

are now available. Prizes consisting of quality hampers will be drawn the week before Christmas. One 

strip for €2 and three strips for €5. We ask your support for this raffle as declining numbers - and falling 

income - makes it difficult for the Church to meets its needs. Thank you to Anna, Annette and Frances 

for organising this event once again. 
 

A Day of Judgement awaits us all 

Advent and Lent are seasons of grace when we are called each year to take some kind of stock-take of 

our lives – and reflect on where we are in our relationship with God. At the end of our lives the only thing 

that really matters is whether our orientation is towards God or away from God. The choices we make in 

this life will determine whether our eternity is spent in Heaven (where God is) or in Hell (where God isn’t). 

Pope Benedict XVI, made numerous appeals to Christians to return to God with renewed hearts. He 

wrote: “One of the great errors of believers today is to feel at ease with sin. As a result, the heart becomes 

blind, ceases to seek God, does not desire grace, and does not feel any need for repentance.” He spoke 

out forcefully of ‘a day of judgement’ that awaits all people; where the good are rewarded and the evil 

are cast forever from God’s presence. Pope Benedict said: “It is not possible to remove God’s judgement 

and punishment from the Christian faith, because to do so would mean that God is indifferent to evil. 

God combats evil and for this reason, as judge, he must also punish to do justice.” 

 

Irish Catholic Newspaper - €2.50. 

At the request of parishioners, we have on sale in our church, each weekend, the Irish Catholic 

Newspaper. It is the only weekly newspaper that gives a Catholic slant on current news. We encourage 

our parishioners to support this newspaper.  Please put the €2.50 into the Shrine Donation boxes. 

Church Activities 

Tuesday:   Legion of Mary meeting @ 8pm each Tuesday 

Wednesday:  (First Wednesdays) Baptism Instruction @ 7pm  

Thursday:   Holy Hour 7 – 8pm (Every Thursday) 

Friday:   (First Fridays) Alliance of Two Hearts Vigil @ 7.30pm to Midnight. 

Saturday:   (First Saturdays) – Marian Devotion 19.40am – 11.00am  

Sunday:   Bingo (Parochial Hall) @ 8pm. 
 

Christmas Food Collection 

As we enter the season of Advent, we make a special appeal to parishioners to donate foodstuffs 

to help the less well-off this Christmas. This food collection is a special feature of preparations for 

Christmas at Gurranabraher parish going back over many years. Please show your concern for the 

less well-off in our community.  
 

Parochial Hall Bingo @ 8pm Every Sunday  

Bingo continues at Parochial Hall every Sunday at 8pm.  Bingo has been a staple at Parochial Hall 

for decades and we thank those who continue to support us. Parochial Hall is wheelchair 

accessible via the side entrance. Have a great night out and perhaps win a few €€€€. 
 

Holy Hour of Adoration every Thursday 

Each Thursday, parishioners gather from 7pm – 8pm to pray to the Lord for the great and urgent 

needs of the world. During this Holy Hour we pray especially for vocations to the Priesthood and 

Religious life. We bring before the Lord the names of the sick and those in need of healing. This is 

a very beautiful devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary. We pray 

too for stable and happy marriages. Join with us in praying for the great needs of the world. 
 

On Archangels and The Greatest Miracle 

Angels are pure spirits who assume bodily form when sent on a mission by the Almighty. In fact, 

their very name in Greek means “messenger.” So it is that we relate to them not in terms of their 

own identity but for the One Whom they represent. Both the Old and New Testaments are filled 

with references to the interventions of angels, which are always seen as signs of God’s desire to 

be present to us, as well as His wish to reveal His will and providence to us.  What is the work of 

the angels? To watch over the lives of us here below; to present our prayers and petitions to God; 

to serve as the Lord’s special messengers; to lead the just into Paradise, as we sing in the 

beautiful In Paradisum of the Mass of Christian Burial. All of this bespeaks the Lord’s love and 

concern for His children. However, the first and most important task of the angels gives us a hint 

as to what God expects of us humans, too – the unceasing adoration of Almighty God. 
 

Pope Francis: Keep the crèche in Christmas 

“If we truly want to celebrate Christmas, let us rediscover through the Nativity scene the surprise 

and amazement of smallness, the smallness of God, who makes himself small, who is not born in 

the splendour of appearances, but in the poverty of a stable.” 

 

     Mass Live each day at 10.am @ www.gurranabraherparish.ie 

 

https://catholiccourier.com/articles/pope-keep-the-creche-in-christmas/
http://www.gurranabraherparish.ie/

