
                                      
 

 

 

 

This period in the Calendar is the most intriguing. It is a time when the 
spirits of nations and peoples are high, worldwide. After celebrating 
Christmas, which is the greatest religious event ever known; we come 
to this climactic moment on the new calendar—New Year’s Day. The 
latter, no doubt, conjures in us certain positive sentiments. It is a time 
when everyone wants to do something new and to be someone new, 

as much as he/she is capable of. As Catholics, the one thing we do more than anything is 
celebrate. Everything the Church does is centred round a celebration. We celebrate life. 
We celebrate the changing seasons with the richness of the Church’s calendar. We 
celebrate excellence by honouring the heroes of our faith as saints and patrons.  We 
celebrate truth, beauty, and goodness by seeking them out wherever they are to be found, 
and honouring them in our everyday lives. We celebrate Christmas and Easter. We 
celebrate pilgrimage – our common journey and our own individual journeys. We celebrate 
salvation. We celebrate forgiveness with Reconciliation. We celebrate total dedication to 
the spiritual life with Holy Orders and professions. We celebrate education. We celebrate 
communion with God and community with the Mass. We celebrate unity by seeking to 
bridge the gap.  We celebrate love with Marriage. We celebrate…   
 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May the Lord let his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

May the Lord uncover his face to you and bring you peace! 

M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  t h i s  W e e k  

Sat 31st December, (5:30pm)  

i)  Paddy O’Connor RIP (26th Anniv) 

ii) Maureen Moore, John, Barry & Stewart family RIP 

iii) John Hegarty RIP (5th Anniv) 

Sun 1st January 2023, (9am)  

i) Frank Cummins RIP (Anniv) 

ii) Edward Callis RIP (Died recently) 

Sun 1st January, (11.30am)  

i) Derry (Diarmuid) Kelliher RIP (3rd Anniv) 

ii) Eleanor Forde RIP (Died recently) 
 

Mon 2nd January, (10am) 

i) Special Intentions 

Tue 3rd January, (10am) 

i) Deceased family & friends of Celia Healy 

ii) Holy Souls 

iii) Rachel O’Leary RIP (9th Anniv) 

Wed 4th January, (10am) 

i) Deceased members of Manning family 
ii) Deceased members of O’Brien family 
iii) Deceased members of Healy family 
 

Thurs 5th January, (10am)  

i) Jeremiah Sherlock & Noel & Mary O’Riordan RIP  
ii) Br Columba Ryan’s Intentions 
 

Thurs 5th January (5.30pm) (Vigil Epiphany) 
i) Sheila Lynch RIP (Anniv) 
ii) Noel Twomey RIP (9th Anniv) 
 

Fri, 6th January, (8am) 

i) Special Intention 
 

Fri, 6th January, (10am) 
i) John Cahill RIP 
ii) Richard & Theresa’s Intentions 
 

Sat 7th January, (10am) 

i) Pro Populo 

 

 

   

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655 (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

email:ascensionparish123@gmail.com Website:www.gurranabraherparish.ie 

Office Hours: 10:30 – 12:30  

Priests of the area: 

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  021 4303 658 (walshtomas@hotmail.com) 

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021 439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com) 

Fr Seán O’Sullivan, resident at Farranree, (021 493 2230) 

Fr Cian O’Sullivan, resident at Knocknaheeny, (021 439 2427) 

Weekend Masses – Saturday 5.30pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

 

 

 

 

 
Christmas Collection for the  

Priests of the Parish  
amounted to: €3,435. 

 
This collection will assist the priests of the parish  

with day-to-day living expenses 

 
Donations for Church Renovations gratefully 

     accepted at Parish Office –or it can be lodged 

directly into: 
 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 

at any AIB Bank 

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
Or  

To our Local Credit Union 

Gurranabraher Credit Union Account  
  Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund 

– A/c No. 02255200. 
 

 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

1st January, 2023 

 A priest can be contacted urgently  

this Sunday at  

Knocknaheeny 087 654 4836 

 
 

We pray for those recently deceased… 
 

Mary Forde, Gurranabraher Ave. 

Maurice Caulfied, Mount Eden Road. 

Requiescat in Pace 

  

 

"Don’t be anxious about anything; rather, bring up 
all of your requests to God in your prayers and 

petitions, along with giving thanks." 
Philippians 4:6 
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Building Fund Collection this weekend 

The end-of-month building fund collection will take place at all Masses this weekend. The debt for the 

replacement of the roof is still ongoing and now we have the additional expense of the replacement of 

our iconic cross and the recent damage to a section of the roof. We ask for your continued support for 

the renovation project.   
 

St Vincent de Paul Monthly Church-door Collection  

The monthly Church-door collection taken up by St Vincent de Paul Society will take place next weekend 

(7th/8th Jan 2023). Covid-19 restrictions and the war in Ukraine has brought much devastation that is 

hugely affecting the poorer members of society. We ask you to be generous to this collection.  

 

Ascension Church Heating/Lighting Costs Escalates  

Like everyone else Ascension Church has seen a staggering increase in the cost of gas and electricity.  

Our bill for the billing period 24/11/22 – 19/12/22 is €2,450.84.  This is an increase of just over €1,000 on 

our last bill.  We have yet to receive our electricity bill for this period.  We heat the Church for all Masses 

and other events, such as Baptisms/funerals, and it has become challenging to meet these costs.   
 

 

Feast of Epiphany –  Holy Day of Obligation 

Thursday:   Vigil Mass at 5.30pm. 

Friday:    Masses at 8am & 10am. 

Epiphany - God reveals himself as a God for all peoples 

This Feast, celebrated on January 6th, commemorates the visit of the pagan, wise men to worship the 

infant Jesus. It is a hugely significant event in that it reveals that this infant King is not only for the Jewish 

people but a King and Messiah for all nations. Research suggests that they had come from the Arabian 

Peninsula and belonged to a pagan sect that longed for a Messiah. Tradition assigns to them the names 

Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar. The men were astrologers who were searching for the star that would 

lead them to the promised Messiah. According to the Gospel narratives, the wise men brought gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh and presented them to the infant in the manger. The huge significance in 

these gifts were i) Gold was a precious and expensive gift traditionally exchanged among royalty – a 

recognition that Jesus, despite his lowly birth, is King. ii) Frankincense, a sweet perfume which was often 

burned in the temple to worship God – a recognition that Jesus should be worshipped. iii) Myrrh was 

used to keep things fresh – and used by the Jews to preserve the body of one who died. It was used by 

the women to anoint Jesus’ body when he died. This My is a recognition that this Messiah would suffer 

and die.  
 
- 

Booking of Masses 

The Mass book for 2023 is now open. We advise those who wish to book Masses, especially First 

Anniversaries to book immediately so that they are not disappointed when they come later.   Masses can 

be booked, in person, at the Parish Office – opening hours 10.30 – 12.30 Mon – Fri.     

 

 

 

 

Blarney Street Post Office & Patrons  

Thank you once again to the wonderful staff and customers at Blarney Street Post Office for raising 

the sum of €500 to raise funds for Ascension Church Building Fund.  We are very grateful for your 

continued support, especially in very difficult financial times for us all and we deeply appreciate the 

spirit of generosity that never fails in this parish.  May you have a blessed and peaceful New Year. 
 
 

 

 

Christmas Raffle to Raise Funds for Ascension Church 

Winning Ticket Numbers – AL 2681 – 2685, AL 4201 – 4205, AL 4131 – 4135, AL 4051 – 4055, 

AL 2926 – 2930, AL 2816 – 2820, AL 20726 – 20730, AL 1436 – 1440.  All winners have been 

informed by telephone.  Prizes can be collected from the Parish Office 10.30 – 12.30.  Thank you, 

once again, to Anna, Annette and Frances for organising this raffle and raising the sum of 

€1,286.90 for the Ascension Church Renovation Fund and to everyone who supported it by buying 

a ticket. 

 

Parochial Hall Bingo @ 8pm Every Sunday  

Bingo continues at Parochial Hall every Sunday at 8pm.  Bingo has been a staple at Parochial Hall 

for decades and we thank those who continue to support us. Parochial Hall is wheelchair 

accessible via the side entrance. Have a great night out and perhaps win a few €€€€. 
 

Holy Hour of Adoration every Thursday 

Each Thursday, parishioners gather from 7pm – 8pm to pray to the Lord for the great and urgent 

needs of the world. During this Holy Hour we pray especially for vocations to the Priesthood and 

Religious life. We bring before the Lord the names of the sick and those in need of healing. This is 

a very beautiful devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  

 

Irish Catholic Newspaper - €2.50. 

At the request of parishioners, we have on sale in our church, each weekend, the Irish Catholic 

Newspaper. It is the only weekly newspaper that gives a Catholic slant on current news. We 

encourage our parishioners to support this newspaper.  Please put the €2.50 into the Shrine 

Donation boxes. 
 

 

Church Activities 

Tuesday:   Legion of Mary meeting @ 8pm each Tuesday 

Wednesday:  (First Wednesdays) Baptism Instruction @ 7pm  

Thursday:   Holy Hour 7 – 8pm (Every Thursday) 

Friday:   (First Fridays) Alliance of Two Hearts Vigil @ 7.30pm to Midnight. 

Saturday:   (First Saturdays) – Marian Devotion 19.40am – 11.00am  

Sunday:   Bingo (Parochial Hall) @ 8pm. 
 

 

 

Mass Live each day at 10.am @ www.gurranabraherparish.ie 

 

http://www.gurranabraherparish.ie/

