
                                      
 

 

 

Feast of The Baptism of the Lord Jesus 

John the Baptist is the last of the prophets of the Old Testament whose special 

assignment from God was to prepare a people for the arrival of the long-awaited 

Messiah of Israel – and to make him know when at last he came. John’s message was “Repent for 

the Kingdom of God is ‘close at hand”. Those who came to him underwent a symbolic washing 

(baptism) as a mark of desiring to come away from sin and as a sign of sorrow for what their sins 

had done. However, it was not the baptism that we have undergone. John’s baptism was unable to 

forgive actual sin; it was unable to undo the effects of original sin - and was unable to restore us to 

a life of grace and communion with God our Creator. Only Christ’s death and resurrection and the 

baptism that springs from that event was able to accomplish the above. Why then did Jesus, (The 

Messiah), go to John the Baptist for baptism since He was sinless? Indeed, John the Baptist 

intuitively knew that there was something very wrong in Jesus coming to him. When John protested; 

Jesus replied, "Let it be so for now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfil all righteousness." John 

reluctantly consented and baptized Jesus - and at that moment the skies opened and a voice is 

heard from the heavens saying: “This is my beloved Son – listen to him”. God uses John’s baptism 

in the river Jordan then as the inauguration ceremony initiating the Messianic Age. Jesus, [at the 

age of thirty years], is about to begin in earnest the work of undoing the sin of our first parents and 

restoring the communion that existed between Creator and creature in the beginning. At the river 

Jordan, in full view of the large crowds, there is divine confirmation from Heaven that Jesus is 

indeed the Messiah long-awaited by the Jews. 

“This is my Beloved Son – Listen to Him” 

M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  t h i s  W e e k  

Sat 7th January, (5:30pm)  

i) Marie O’Callaghan RIP (8th Anniv) 

ii) Angela O’Sullivan RIP 

Sun 8th January 2023, (9am)  

i) James Shorten RIP (Died recently) 

ii) Timmy Byrd’s Intentions 

Sun 8th January, (11.30am)  

i) Patrick Hurley RIP 

ii) Brendan Buckley RIP (Anniv) 
 

Mon 9th January, (10am) 

i) Deceased members of the Joyce family 

ii) Eileen Hogan RIP 

iii) William & Eileen Healy RIP (Anniv) 

Tue 10th January, (10am) 

i) Donor’s Intentions 

ii) Brendan O’Sullivan RIP 

iii) Frank O’Leary RIP (31st Anniv) 

Wed 11th January, (10am) 

i) Josie Healy RIP 
ii) Grace O’Leary RIP (Died recently) 
iii) Jerry Burke & family’s Intentions 
 

Thurs 12th January, (10am)  

i) Ellen, John & Denis O’Brien RIP 
ii) Mary Downey RIP (11th Anniv) 
iii) Angela O’Sullivan RIP 
 

Fri, 13th January, (10am) 
i) Egan family’s Intentions 
ii) Special Birthday Intentions 
iii) Maurice Caulfield RIP (Died recently) 
 

Sat 14th January, (10am) 

i) Pro Populo 

 

 

   

 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655 (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

email:ascensionparish123@gmail.com Website:www.gurranabraherparish.ie 

Office Hours: 10:30 – 12:30  

Priests of the area: 

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  021 4303 658 (walshtomas@hotmail.com) 

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021 439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com) 

Fr Seán O’Sullivan, resident at Farranree, (021 493 2230) 

Fr Cian O’Sullivan, resident at Knocknaheeny, (021 439 2427) 

Weekend Masses – Saturday 5.30pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

 

 

 

 

 
The Offertory collection last weekend 

amounted to: €950. 
 

  This collection is for the ordinary day-to-day running 

of the Church at Gurranabraher. 
 

The Building Collection last weekend 
amounted to: €1,350. 

 

Donations for Church Renovations gratefully 

     accepted at Parish Office –or it can be lodged 

directly into: 
 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 

at any AIB Bank 

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
Or  

To our Local Credit Union 

Gurranabraher Credit Union Account  
  Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund 

– A/c No. 02255200. 
 

 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

8th January, 2023 

 A priest can be contacted urgently  

this Sunday at  

Cathedral 086 457 0292 

 
 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Maurice Caulfield, Mt Eden Road 

Ann Bulman, Baker’s Road 
 

Requiescat in Pace 

 

"Don’t be anxious about anything; rather, bring up 
all of your requests to God in your prayers and 

petitions, along with giving thanks." 
Philippians 4:6 

            

http://christianity.about.com/od/newtestamentpeople/p/johnthebaptist.htm
mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
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St Vincent de Paul Monthly Church-door Collection (7th/8th Jan 2023) 

The monthly Church-door collection taken up by St Vincent de Paul Society will take place this 

weekend. Covid-19 restrictions and the war in Ukraine has brought much devastation that is hugely 

affecting the poorer members of society. We ask you to be generous to this collection.  
 

Diocesan Needs Collection next weekend (14th & 15th Jan)  

The quarterly Diocesan Needs collection takes place at all Masses this weekend Your kind and 

generous support will help Cork & Ross diocese reach to you in your homes and parishes in Pastoral 

Outreach, Youth Ministry and in caring for our sick and retired priests. 
 

Ascension Church Heating/Lighting Costs Escalates  

Like everyone else Ascension Church has seen a staggering increase in the cost of gas and electricity.  

Our bill for the billing period 24/11/22 – 19/12/22 is €2,450.84.  This is an increase of over €1,000 on 

our last bill.  We have yet to receive our electricity bill for this period.  We heat the Church for all Masses 

and other events, such as Baptisms/funerals, and it has become challenging to meet these costs.   
 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI (1927 – 2022) 

With the news of the passing of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, the Catholic Church and the world is 

grieving and remembering a life so well lived.  Recognized as one of the finest minds of the 20 Century 

he wrote over 66 books. In his last book written in 2015 titled, My Last Testament, he speaks of looking 

forward to death and being caught up in the mystery that God is. He speaks too of meeting again with 

his parents, brother and sister and grandparents whom he never met.  He wrote: “Quite soon, I shall 

find myself before the final judge of my life. Even though, as I look back on my long life, I can have 

great reason for fear and trembling, I am nonetheless of good cheer, for I trust firmly that the Lord is 

not only the just judge, but also the friend and brother who himself has already suffered for my 

shortcomings, and is thus also my advocate, my ‘Paraclete.’ In light of the hour of judgment, the grace 

of being a Christian becomes all the more clear to me. It grants me knowledge, and indeed friendship, 

with the judge of my life, and thus allows me to pass confidently through the dark door of death. In this 

regard, I am constantly reminded of what St John tells us at the beginning of the Apocalypse: he sees 

the Son of Man in all his grandeur and falls at his feet as though dead. Yet He, placing his right hand 

on him, says to him: ‘Do not be afraid! It is I…’ (cf. Rev 1:12-17). The last words of the dying Pontiff on 

Saturday morning, 31st December, “I love you Lord Jesus”. 
 
- 

Booking of Masses 

The Mass book for 2023 is now open. We advise those who wish to book Masses, especially First 

Anniversaries to book immediately so that they are not disappointed when they come later.   Masses 

can be booked, in person, at the Parish Office – opening hours 10.30 – 12.30 Mon – Fri.     

Calling Young People to a deeper knowledge of their Faith 

We invite young people who wish to have a more adult understanding of the faith to make contact with 

the priests of the parish. They will be directed to where they can, along with people of their own age, 

delve into the mystery - and encounter Jesus, the Risen Lord. Only some kind of encounter with Jesus 

will sustain us in the years ahead as Ireland turns its back on Christ and believes more and more that 

it is sufficient on its own. 

 

‘Word of God’ Workshop – Wednesday 11th January 2023 @ 7pm 

In 2019, Pope Francis instructed that the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time each year be set aside 

to highlight the importance of the Word of God in the life of every Christian. The Third Sunday of 

Ordinary Time this year falls on 22, January – and on that Sunday, Pope Francis asks that the 

Bible be solemnly enthroned in each parish Church “in order to focus the attention of the 

Assembly on the central value of God’s word”. 

To help us better prepare in our own ‘family of parishes’ we have invited Cork Scripture Group to 

lead us in a workshop on the ‘Sunday of the Word of God’ so that each of our parishes can better 

celebrate it with their own community. This workshop will take place this coming Wednesday 

night, 11th January, 2023, in the basement of the Church of the Ascension, Gurranabraher, from 

7.00 p.m. to 8.15 p.m. The evening is open to everyone from our parishes but may be of special 

interest to Ministers of the Word, Liturgy Groups, members of choirs and all those interested in 

understanding a little more about the place of the Word of God in our Sunday Mass. All are 

welcome so please feel free to join us. 

Holy Hour of Adoration every Thursday 

Each Thursday, parishioners gather from 7pm – 8pm to pray to the Lord for the great and urgent 

needs of the world. During this Holy Hour we pray especially for vocations to the Priesthood and 

Religious life. We bring before the Lord the names of the sick and those in need of healing.  

Gurranabraher Meals on Wheels  

Gurranabraher Meals on Wheels has been providing nutritious meal to older and vulnerable 

members of the parish for many decades. Should you know of someone (family member, friend, 

neighbour) who would benefit from this service – please contact Liz/Bríd on 021 430 1037. 

Printer Ink Cartridges Wanted  

We are looking for empty ink cartridges from HP and Canon Printers. These cartridges are 

recycled and the money obtained is used to purchase ‘Tablets’ and Laptops for children in 

schools. Drop them into the church or Parish Office.   
 

Visit Ascension Parish Website – gurranabraherparish.ie 
We invite parishioners to visit our website – gurranabraherparish.ie - regularly. As well as finding 
the latest news from the parish there are useful links to other sites. The weekly Newsletter is also 
available as is the Sunday readings. 
 
Parochial Hall Bingo @ 8pm Every Sunday  
Bingo continues at Parochial Hall every Sunday at 8pm.  Bingo has been a staple at Parochial 

Hall for decades and we thank those who continue to support us. Parochial Hall is wheelchair 

accessible via the side entrance. Have a great night out and perhaps win a few €€€€. 

 

Irish Catholic Newspaper - €2.50. 

At the request of parishioners, we have on sale in our church, each weekend, the Irish Catholic 

Newspaper. It is the only weekly newspaper that gives a Catholic slant on current news. We 

encourage our parishioners to support this newspaper.  Please put the €2.50 into the Shrine 

Donation boxes. 


