
                                      

 

 

 

 

Saint Brigid of Kildare, (Naomh Bríd).  

On February 1st we celebrate the feast of St Bridget of Kildare. 

Bridget, after St Patrick, is the second patron saint of Ireland. Each 

year the Church in Ireland reminds us of the nobility of her heroic 

deeds - and of the assistance she continues to brings us from her 

heavenly home. Bríd, (c. 451–525), is one of Ireland's best known 

saints, along with Patrick and Columba. Irish hagiography makes 

her an early Irish Christian nun, an Abbess, and founder of several monasteries of nuns, 

including that of Kildare, which became famous as a place of learning. Her feast day is 1st 

February, which was originally a pagan festival called Imbolc, marking the beginning of 

spring. Her feast day is shared by Dar Lugdach, whom tradition says was her student and 

the woman who succeeded her as Abbess. Almost from the very beginnings of Christianity 

in Ireland we see those imbued with the Christian faith, (men and women), bringing 

enlightenment, illumination and hope to the Irish people. Make no mistake about it – an 

Ireland without her Christian faith – and where all traces of her Christian roots are erased 

from public consciousness - will not be a more enlightened, tolerant society. It will revert 

again to a savage state where we will be monsters to each other. May Naomh Bríd help 

us rediscover what it is to be Christian – and what it is to be human.  
 

M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  t h i s  W e e k  

 

Sat 4th February, (5:30pm)  

i) James, Breda & Elizabeth O’Brien RIP (A) 

ii) Mary Power RIP 

Sun 5th February, (9am)  

i) Ellen Bruton RIP (Months Mind) 

ii) Sr Consilio Carroll RIP 

Sun 5th February, (11.30am)  

i) Breda O’Driscoll RIP (1st Anniv) 

ii) Maurice Caulfield RIP (Died recently) 
 

Mon 6th February, (10am) 

i) Special Intention 

Tue 7th February (10am) 

i) Helen Forrest RIP (1st Anniv) 

ii) Holy Souls 

Wed 8th February, (10am) 

i) Michael Sheehan RIP 

ii) Special Intentions 
 

Thurs 9th February, (10am)  

i) Edward Collins RIP (Anniv) 

ii) Molly, Denis & Noel O’Sullivan RIP (Anv) 
 

Fri, 10th February, (10am) 

i) Special Intentions 

ii) Special Intentions 
 

Sat 11th February, (10am) 

i) Pro Populo 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655 (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

email:ascensionparish123@gmail.com Website:www.gurranabraherparish.ie 

Office Hours: 10:30 – 12:30 Mon - Fri 

Priests of the area: 

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  021 4303 658 (walshtomas@hotmail.com) 

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021 439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com) 

Fr Seán O’Sullivan, resident at Farranree, (021 493 2230) 

Fr Cian O’Sullivan, resident at Knocknaheeny, (021 439 2427) 

Weekend Masses – Saturday 5.30pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Offertory collection last weekend 
amounted to: €995 

 

  This collection is for the ordinary day-to-day running 

of the Church at Gurranabraher. 
 

The Building Fund Collection last weekend 

amounted to: €1,400 
 

Donations for Church Renovations gratefully 

     accepted at Parish Office –or it can be lodged 

directly into: 
 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 

at any AIB Bank 

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
Or  

To our Local Credit Union 

Gurranabraher Credit Union Account  
  Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund 

– A/c No. 02255200. 

 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

5th February, 2023 

 A priest can be contacted urgently  

this Sunday at  

Gurranabraher 085 804 1951 

 
 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

 

Elizabeth Morey, Baker’s Road 
 

Eileen O’Leary, Blarney St. 

Requiescat in Pace 

 

Romans 8:28 
And we know that in all things God works 

for the good of those who love Him,  
who have been called according to 

 His purpose. 
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St Vincent de Paul Monthly Church-door Collection (4th & 5th February) 

The monthly Church-door collection taken up by St Vincent de Paul Society will take place this 

weekend. Covid-19 restrictions and the war in Ukraine has brought much devastation that is 

hugely affecting the poorer members of society. We ask you to be generous to this collection.  
 

Lourdes Pilgrimage Fund Annual Collection (11th & 12th February) 

This collection subsidises the Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes for individuals whose 

health and/or means would otherwise prevent them from travelling to Lourdes.  It also subsidises 

the travel of essential care personnel.  Your support is appreciated. 
 

Cork & Ross Lourdes Pilgrimage 2023 

You adult helpers (18-25 years) required to assist in this pilgrimage of reflection and prayer from 

22nd to 27th of September.  Fares will be subsidised.  For more information Tel. 085 25 25 040 or 

email lourdes@corkandross.org 
 

Booking of Masses 

The Mass book for 2023 is now open. We advise those who wish to book Masses, especially First 

Anniversaries to book immediately so that they are not disappointed later. Masses can be booked, 

in person, at the Parish Office – opening hours 10.30 – 12.30 Mon – Fri.     
 

Knock Youth Leadership Programme 

Participants will be given an opportunity to receive training to become leaders within their parish. 

This programme is aimed towards those who have an interest in exploring their faith and handing 

it on to future generations. We would like to train leaders and create a resource for them to take 

back to their parishes so that they can work with the young people in their area. It will keep them 

engaged and also show them that they belong to the Church and that they have a very important 

role in handing on the faith. For more info contact Knock Youth Ministry on 

youthministry@knockshrine.ie or 094-9375321. 
 

Ascension Church Heating/Lighting Costs Escalates  

Like everyone else Ascension Church has seen a staggering increase in the cost of gas and 

electricity.  Our gas bill for the month of December was €2,450.84, the bill for the month of January 

is €3,904.45.  This is an increase of almost €1,500.  We heat the Church for all Masses and other 

events, such as Baptisms/funerals, and it has become challenging to meet these costs.   
 

Radio Maria 

On Wednesday February 8th representatives of Radio Maria will attend the 10am Mass at 

Ascension Church to hand out free literature and answer any questions related to accessing the 

radio station. Their aim is to bring Christ into every Irish home through home-produced 

programmes that serve the spiritual, educational and social needs of listeners. 

 

Parochial Hall Bingo @ 8pm Every Sunday  

Bingo continues at Parochial Hall every Sunday at 8pm.  Bingo has been a staple at 

Parochial Hall for decades and we thank those who continue to support us. Parochial Hall 

is wheelchair accessible via the side entrance. Have a great night out and perhaps win a 

few €€€€. 
 

Spring courses starting from January 30th at The Hut 

Courses include Seasons for Growth/Mindfulness/Bereavement, Flower Arranging and Art 

classes.  All classes run for 8 or 10 weeks and are free of charge!!  So, begin Spring with 

a new skill.  Call into reception at The Hut to book your place or call 021-4212811.  
 

World Youth Day 2023  

The Diocese of Cork and Ross is delighted to announce that Bishop Fintan will travel with 

20 young people (18 - 30 years) to World Youth Day 2023 in Lisbon (31/07 to 07/08 7th). A 

special "Information evening" will take place on February 13th at 8pm in Mardyke House 

Cork City (T12 W8RP).  The cost is €500 pp including flights, accommodation, food 

vouchers, tickets for transport (Lisbon), travel insurance, & bag allowance. Places are 

limited so if interested, please come along on February 13th to register your interest. 
 

Holy Hour of Adoration every Thursday 

Each Thursday, parishioners gather from 7pm – 8pm to pray to the Lord for the great and 

urgent needs of the world. During this Holy Hour we pray especially for vocations to the 

Priesthood and Religious life. We bring before the Lord the names of the sick and those 

in need of healing.  
 

Cork Scripture Group 

Cork Scripture Group would like to invite anyone interested in Scripture to join us for 4 

nights (27th Feb, 6/13/20 March). Cost €50,  please email corkscripturegroup@gmail.com.  

Presenters Sean O’Sullivan, Luke McNamara OSB, Sr Mary T. O’Brien PBVM, Phil 

Mortell.  Saturday workshop (11/03) facilitated by Sr Sheila Curran RSM.  
 

Church Activities 

Tuesday:   Legion of Mary meeting @ 8pm each Tuesday 

Wednesday:  (First Wednesdays) Baptism Instruction @ 7pm  

Thursday:  Holy Hour 7 – 8pm (Every Thursday) 

Friday:   (First Fridays) Alliance of Two Hearts Vigil @ 7.30pm to Midnight. 

Saturday:   (First Saturdays) – Marian Devotion 9.40am – 11.00am  

Sunday:   Bingo (Parochial Hall) @ 8pm. 
 

 
 

Mass Live each day at 10.am @ www.gurranabraherparish.ie 
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