
                                      

 

 

 

  

Pope Francis’ message for Lent 2023: ‘We need to listen to Jesus’ 

In his message for Lent 2023, Pope Francis encouraged Catholics to listen to what Jesus 

wants to tell them through the Scriptures and through others.  The pope 

recalled “the command that God the Father addresses to the disciples on 

Mount Tabor as they contemplate Jesus transfigured. The voice from the 

cloud says: ‘Listen to him.’ “The first proposal, then, is very clear: We need to listen to 

Jesus,” he said. “Lent is a time of grace to the extent that we listen to him as he speaks 

to us.” “During this liturgical season,” he continued, “the Lord takes us with him to a 

place apart. While our ordinary commitments compel us to remain in our usual places 

and our often repetitive and sometimes boring routines, during Lent we are invited to 

ascend ‘a high mountain’ in the company of Jesus and to live a particular experience of 

spiritual discipline — ascesis — as God’s holy people.” Pope Francis said one of the 

ways Jesus speaks to us is through the Word of God, which we can hear at Mass. But if 

one cannot attend Mass during the week, it is a good idea to still read the daily readings 

of the liturgy, the pope encouraged. 
 

Francis’ second suggestion for Lent was to confront the difficulties of ordinary life 

remembering that Lent is a period that leads to Easter. “Do not take refuge in a 

religiosity made up of extraordinary events and dramatic experiences, out of fear of 

facing reality and its daily struggles, its hardships and contradictions,” the pope said. 

“The light that Jesus shows the disciples is an anticipation of Easter glory, and that must 

be the goal of our own journey, as we follow ‘him alone,’” he said. “Lent leads to Easter: 

the ‘retreat’ is not an end in itself, but a means of preparing us to experience the Lord’s 

passion and cross with faith, hope, and love, and thus to arrive at the resurrection.” 
 

M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  t h i s  W e e k  

Sat 4th March, (5:30pm)  

i) Burdock, O‘Riordan & Hegarty families RIP 

ii) Teresa O’Sullivan RIP (10th Anniv) 

Sun 5th March, (9am)  

i) Bridget & Eugene O’Connell RIP (Anniv) 

ii) Biddy O’Regan RIP (Month’s Mind) 

Sun 6th March, (11.30am)  

i) Michael & Ellen Long RIP (Anniv) 

ii) John, Julia & Joe O’Leary RIP (Remb) 
 

Mon 7th March, (10am) 

i) Stephen Burdock & Sheila Ryan RIP 

ii) Breda O’Connor’s Intentions 

iii) Holy Souls 

Tue 8th March, (10am) 

i) Holy Souls 

ii) Tony & Ann O’Connell RIP 

iii) Tom & Kathleen Croke RIP 

Wed 9th March, (10am)  

i) Conor Magee RIP (1st Anniv) 

ii) Sr Thaddeus O’Dea RIP (Died recently) 

iii) Eily White RIP (Month’s Mind) 
 

Thurs 10th March, (10am)  

i) Patrick Nash RIP 

ii) Eileen Ross RIP 

iii) Margaret Pentony’s Intentions 
 

Fri, 11th March, (10am) 

i) Noel Corcoran RIP (11th Anniv) 

ii) Sr Bernadette Cotter’s Intentions 
 

Sat 12th March, (10am) 

i) Pro Populo 
 

 
   

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655 (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

email:ascensionparish123@gmail.com Website:www.gurranabraherparish.ie 

Office Hours: 10:30 – 12:30, Mon - Fri 

Priests of the area: 

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  021 4303 658 (walshtomas@hotmail.com) 

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021 439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com) 

Fr Seán O’Sullivan, resident at Farranree, (021 493 2230) 

Fr Cian O’Sullivan, resident at Knocknaheeny, (021 439 2427) 

Weekend Masses – Saturday 5.30pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Offertory collection last weekend 
amounted to: €900 

 

  This collection is for the ordinary day-to-day running 

of the Church at Gurranabraher. 
 

The Building Fund collection last weekend 
 amounted to: €1455 

 
 

Donations for Church Renovations gratefully 

     accepted at Parish Office –or it can be lodged 

directly into: 
 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 

at any AIB Bank 

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
Or  

To our Local Credit Union 

Gurranabraher Credit Union Account  
  Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund 

– A/c No. 02255200. 

 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  

5th March, 2023 

 A priest can be contacted urgently  

this Sunday at  
 

Farranree 087 096 7177 

 

 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

 

William (Billy) Mehigan, Baker’s Road 
 

Requiescat in Pace 

 

Romans 8:28 
And we know that in all things God works 

for the good of those who love Him,  
who have been called according to 

 His purpose. 
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St Vincent de Paul Monthly Church-door Collection 4th & 5th March 

The monthly Church-door collection taken up by St Vincent de Paul Society will take place this 

weekend. Rising energy costs and the war in Ukraine has brought much devastation that is hugely 

affecting the poorer members of society. We ask you to be generous to this collection.  
 

Irish Bishops Commissions Collection 11th & 12th March 

This collection helps fund the work of the Irish Bishops’ Conference and its agencies and 

commissions. Through its links with the Church in neighbouring countries and across the world, it 

strengthens and enriches efforts to increase faith and proclaim the Gospel message to all nations. 
 

Irish Catholic Newspaper - €2.50. 

We now have on sale in our church, each weekend, the Irish Catholic Newspaper. It is the only 

weekly newspaper that gives a Catholic slant on the news that is happening. We encourage our 

parishioners to support this newspaper.  Please put the €2.50 into the Shrines. 
 

Bible Study  

Bible Study every Monday, 7.30pm to 9.30pm– at Scala Centre, opposite Blackrock Castle.  

Monday, 13th March 2023. “Journeying with Moses” [Exodus 5:1] - Sr Mary T. Brien PBVM 

Monday, 20th March 2023. [Mark 8:29]: Portraits of Jesus in the Synoptic Gospels - Phil Mortell 
 

Easter Mass Bouquet Cards now available 

Ascension Parish Easter Mass Bouquet Cards are now on sale in the parish office.  The prices are 

- €2 each, €5 for 3 and €10 for 6.  The cards are signed by Fr. Tomás and the recipient will be 

included in a Novena of Masses.  Give the gift of prayer to family and friends this Easter. 
 

Matt Talbot Novena 

Mass and Novena prayers for all who suffer from addictions, for the sick and for families begin at 

7.30 p.m. each Monday night in the Way of the Cross Church, Togher. We ask Matt's intercession 

to help us carry our crosses whatever they may be.  The Novena nights will also be live streamed 

on www.churchservices.tv/togher   

Novena Speakers and Celebrants for the Mondays of Lent: 

Monday 6th March:Fr. Greg Howard,P.P.Ballyphehane Parish 

Monday 13th March: James Leonard (The Two Norries) Mass celebrated by Fr. John Walsh, P.P. Togher  

Monday 20th March: Fr. Gerard Dunne O.P. Chaplain UCC 

Monday 27th March: Fr. Con Doherty MSC P.P Sacred Heart Parish 

Monday 3rd April: Most Reverend Alphonsus Culllinan, Bishop Of Waterford and Lismore 
 

Booking of Masses 
The Mass book for 2023 is now open. We advise those who wish to book Masses, especially First 

Anniversaries to book immediately so that they are not disappointed later. Masses can be booked, 

in person, at the Parish Office – hours 10.30 – 12.30 Mon – Fri.     

 

 

Neo-Catechumenate Way 

A series of talks on the Christian faith, for adults and youths, will be given every 

Wednesday and Sunday nights beginning at 7.30pm throughout Lent – starting this 

coming Wednesday, 8th February, 2023. Please deepen your faith as a Christian.    
 

Cork & Ross Lourdes Pilgrimage 2023 

Young adult helpers (18-25 years) required to assist in this pilgrimage of reflection and 

prayer from 22nd to 27th of September. Fares will be subsidised.  For more information 

Tel. 085 25 25 040 or email lourdes@corkandross.org 
 

Knock Youth Leadership Programme 

Participants will be given an opportunity to receive training to become leaders within their 

parish. We would like to train leaders and create a resource for them to take back to their 

parishes so that they can work with the young people in their area. For more info contact 

Knock Youth Ministry on youthministry@knockshrine.ie or 094-9375321. 

 

Trócaire Boxes available in Church 

Each Lent, Trócaire, an agency of the Catholic Bishops Conference of Ireland, appeals to 

the generosity of Irish Catholics to support their many projects in the developing world 

aimed at alleviating hunger and promoting integral human development. The box can be 

returned to the parish office – Mon – Fri, 10.30 – 12.30. 
 

Parochial Hall Bingo @ 8pm Every Sunday  

Bingo continues at Parochial Hall every Sunday at 8pm.  The Hall is wheelchair accessible 

via the side door. Have a great night out and perhaps win a few €€€€. 
 

Ink Cartridges Wanted 

We are still accepting used ink cartridges, the proceeds of which will be donated to schools 

and charities throughout Cork.  The cartridges we accept are those from home printers. 
 

Church Activities 

Tuesday:   Legion of Mary meeting @ 8pm each Tuesday 

Wednesday:  (First Wednesdays) Baptism Instruction @ 7pm  

Thursday:  Holy Hour 7 – 8pm (Every Thursday) 

Friday:   (First Fridays) Alliance of Two Hearts Vigil @ 7.30pm to Midnight. 

Saturday:   (First Saturdays) – Marian Devotion 9.40am – 11.00am  

Sunday:   Bingo (Parochial Hall) @ 8pm. 
 

 

Mass Live each day at 10.am @ www.gurranabraherparish.ie 
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